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Help us help
Mathias 

and others
like him

The Vancouver Foundation has pro-
vided VHS supporters with a won-
derful opportunity to help animals!

The Irene Joy Stewart and Florence Maud
Shedden Endowment Fund for Domestic
and Wild Animal Welfare has issued a
challenge to help us help sick and injured
animals through our McVitie Fund. The
above fund will match donations to the
McVitie Fund, up to $10,000!  This means

that every cent that you donate to VHS
that is specified to help with emergency
veterinary care of a needy animal will
have double the effect!

A needy animal like Mathias. He may
not look it, but he’s a very lucky cat. His
guardian gave him a home when she
found him emaciated, looking for food in
a dumpster. 

Recently, while his guardian was out,

he escaped onto a balcony and fell 10
storeys, hitting a concrete canopy on the
way down. He was discovered early the
next morning covered in blood and was
rushed to a vet.

He somehow emerged with only a split
lip and some broken toes. Nevertheless
he needed several stitches and a cast for
his paw. 

Turn to pages 6 and 7

www.vancouverhumanesociety.com
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Crown Counsel’s decision to drop the
cruelty to animal charges against the
Greater Vancouver Zoo over its treatment
of Hazina the hippo has shocked many
people. Those who saw the nightly tele-
vision news footage of her conditions
and followed the long history of her soli-
tary confinement must be wondering just
how bad a zoo animal’s conditions have
to be before they’re considered cruel
under the law. 

But shocking though the decision is, it
is perhaps not surprising. Exotic animals
like Hazina have virtually no legal or
regulatory protection in B.C.  A success-
ful prosecution under B.C.’s Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA) must
prove that “distress” has been caused to
an animal and this is defined as being
“deprived of adequate food, water or
shelter; injured or sick; in pain or suffer-
ing; or abused or neglected.” Terms such
as “suffering” are not defined, so it’s dif-
ficult to prove that keeping an animal
alone in a concrete barn for 19 months
has caused distress under the act. 

Canada’s Criminal Code is equally
unhelpful.  It must be proven that a per-
son “wilfully or recklessly caused unnec-
essary pain, suffering or injury to an ani-
mal…” or committed similar obvious
acts of cruelty before an offence can be
successfully prosecuted.  Complicating
the issue is that under federal law, ani-
mals are considered property, with a sta-
tus no better than a television or a chair.
Tragically, all efforts to get Parliament to
strengthen the relevant sections of the
Criminal Code have failed.  

In B.C., the lack of legal protection for
animals is compounded by a complete
absence of provincial regulation covering
the keeping of exotic animals.  Only
native wildlife have regulatory protec-

tion under the Wildlife Act.
The B.C. legislature debated zoo regu-

lation as long ago as 1983, but the gov-
ernment of the day refused to make any
changes, stating that it could simply
declare any animal “wildlife” under the
Wildlife Act if necessary.  In 2005, the
Vancouver Humane Society asked envi-
ronment minister Barry Penner to desig-
nate hippos as wildlife to give Hazina
the same protection as native animals,
but he refused.

The Alberta government published
detailed standards for zoos in 2005 and is
creating a “zoo advisory committee” to
provide expert advice on monitoring the
standards.  Other provinces have at least
some zoo regulation.  But not B.C.

In the U.K., government standards
require zoos to provide animals with an
opportunity to express most normal
behaviours, including a provision that
“accommodation should take account of
the natural habitat of the species and
seek to meet the physiological and psy-
chological needs of the animal.”  This
kind of regulation might have prevented
Hazina from being kept alone in her
small barn for so long.  

Without strong zoo regulation and the
reform of animal cruelty laws, those who
profit from putting exotic animals on dis-
play will continue to keep them in condi-
tions determined more by economics
than ethics. Though many people are
outraged by what happened to Hazina,
public memory is short.  Without regula-
tion, there is nothing to stop this or any
zoo from repeating this kind of animal
abuse with impunity. 

Hazina’s treatment by the zoo may or
may not have been legal, but to anyone
who really cares about animals it can
never be acceptable.

Hazina case highlights big issueDONATIONS

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
VHS is sincerely grateful to the fol-
lowing people who have made a
donation in memory of a loved one.

From:
Vera E. Back and the Richards, in
memory of Maxine Strutt;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of
Bill;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of
Moe;
Linda Ettinger, in memory of
Chico, JJ, Genie & Casey;
Staff at Lordco Store 83, in memory
of Ruby Johnson;
Gerald Otterman, in memory of D.
Murray Alexander;
Raymond & Sharon Richardson, in
memory of D. Murray Alexander;
Mrs. Marlies H. Michael, in memo-
ry of Frances Auld;
David Jones & Gayle Poznikoff, in
memory of Meek and Leo;
Mr. & Mrs. Dave & Karen Hart, in
memory of Murray Alexander;
Crossroads C&I, in memory of
Murray Alexander;
Rachel Gretsinger, in memory of
Ruffy;
Debra Probert, in memory of Hairy;
Bill Spaetgens, in memory of Tux;
Vic Formosa, in memory of Apollo
Formosa;
Barbara Anne MacInnes, in memo-
ry of Murray Alexander;
Katharine Dunn, in memory of
Miss Shaker Hobson;
Lynn Brown, in memory of Rose
Brown;
Peter Fricker & Carolyn Cornell, in
memory of Hairy;
Lesley Pomeroy, in memory of
Coda;
Nicole Hill, in memory of Snooker
Cat;
Susan Sereda, in memory of Teddy;
Pauline Lee, in memory of Mr. Alex
Wallach;
Loretta & Danny Totten, in memory
of Mr. Alex Wallach;
June & Richard Hughes, in memory
of Mr. Alex Wallach.
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At last!  Vancouver City Council has
passed an exotic animal bylaw.  The
council voted unanimously to ban the
keeping of a list of exotic animals and
also to prohibit the sale of another, longer
list of exotics. The council also voted in
principle to ban public performances
involving exotic or wild animals.

VHS, which has been working for an
exotics bylaw for many years, has wel-
comed the council’s decision but is disap-
pointed that more animals, such as pri-
mates, iguanas and large lizards, were
not banned from being kept. However, it
is a good first step and the council has
instructed city staff to consider additions
to the bylaw in a review that must take
place within a year. Councillor Kim
Capri, who championed the bylaw, urged
city staff to continue to work on improv-
ing the bylaw in consultation with animal
protection groups. 

Council also approved a recommenda-

tion that the mayor write to the Union of
B.C. Municipalities to request the creation
of a standard municipal list of exotic ani-
mals to be banned from sale. This could
effectively lead to a province-wide prohi-
bition on the sale of certain exotic species.

By prohibiting the sale and keeping of
a number of exotics, the new bylaw will
send an important message to the public
that owning these kinds of animals is not
socially acceptable.

It will help decrease demand for exotic
pets locally and send a signal to other
municipalities that they should be con-
sidering similar legislation. VHS will be
providing such councils with the infor-
mation and evidence they need to imple-
ment exotics bylaws.

A ban on exotic animal performances
will mean that no Las Vegas style tiger
acts (such as one that attempted to
appear at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre in
2005) will be allowed in the city. 

Vancouver gets tough
on exotic pet traders

Many people are outraged that B.C. Crown Counsel dropped
the animal cruelty charges against the Greater Vancouver Zoo
over its treatment of Hazina the hippo. (See editorial on page 2).

Above right is a BC SPCA photo of Hazina in her concrete

barn where she spent 19 months. The photo on the left shows
how hippos are meant to live.

Shame on our justice system. It’s time it gave protection to
animals too.

Here in B.C. there’s no justice for Hazina
Iguanas like this may no longer be sold in
Vancouver.
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By BRUCE PASSMORE

With “cage-free” being the current buzz-
word around chickens these days, it can
be confusing trying to understand exactly
which chickens are caged. In Canada, 98
per cent of egg-laying hens are caged.
Broiler (meat) chickens are not kept in
cages in North America. Instead, they are
housed on the floor in large, windowless
sheds where they stand in their own
waste for their short, seven-week lives. 

It is hard to believe that broilers are
only kept for seven weeks, but modern

chickens have been genetically selected
for such rapid growth that if they are
allowed to live much longer than seven
weeks, they often die of organ failure
because their bodies grow faster than
their organs can support – a horrible end
for any animal.

With broiler chickens, the best thing
you can do is stop eating them. Because
of their short lives and genetic disposi-
tion, even “certified organic” doesn’t
help. The main difference between organ-
ic and conventional meat chickens is
access to the outdoors. But, because the

birds are put in the barns as chicks, they
aren’t permitted outside until at least four
weeks of age (over half of their total life).
However, after four weeks their mobility
slows down due to rapid body growth
and most birds can’t make it to the exit,
even if they wanted to. So the net benefit
is practically nil.

Helping chickens, like all efforts to
make the world a better place, takes time,
patience and perseverance. We hope, like
us, you see the value in never giving up.
The animals need as many voices as they
can get.

Meat or eggs, they still suffer
Egg-laying battery hens (pictured at left) are crammed into tiny cages where they can’t flap their wings or peck the ground. Broiler chickens
(right) live in extremely crowded barren environments. Each bird has only a half square foot of space, less than the size of a computer mouse pad.

Telus Dollars for Dollars 2007 — In
2006, Telus offered its employees, includ-
ing alumni, a wonderful option through
their Dollars for Dollars program.
Employees were invited to donate to
charities either on a one-time or monthly
basis in 2007, and Telus will match the
donation. Several of our donors are tak-
ing advantage of this to help animals!
Thank you, Telus! We hope other employ-
ers will consider doing this as well.

Direct Debit for Monthly donors — At
last we have direct debit available for our
monthly donors and any of you who
wish to start donating monthly to VHS.
Please call our office (604 266 9744) for

the information you need to set this up
with us. Of course, we still accept VISA,
MasterCard and post-dated cheques.

Have a party and have fun raising
money for animals! — Malea Schneider,
who is an independent consultant for
Arbonne International, has agreed to
donate 20 per cent of sales to VHS at any
Arbonne parties organized by VHS sup-
porters. Arbonne products
(www.arbonne.com) are vegan and
include skin-care for all skin-types, make-
up and aromatherapy. Having an
Arbonne party is a wonderful way to pro-
mote animal welfare with an animal-
friendly product!  Please contact:

Malea Schneider, 604-737-0616, 604-803-
8921 or healthyskin@telus.net

The Vancouver Humane
Society/Norma Berridge Fund — VHS
has an endowment fund in place at the
Vancouver Foundation, the only commu-
nity foundation in Canada that has an
Animal Welfare area of interest. Adding
to this fund is a unique way to donate to
animals, as the principal amount is never
touched. Only the interest on the fund is
disbursed to the charity each year, in per-
petuity. The more the fund accumulates,
the more interest it generates!  If you’re
interested in learning more, please call
Debra at 604-266-9744.

There are so many ways you can help — here are a few
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By LESLEY FOX

“This presentation got me think-
ing about what I should buy
and should not buy. It was

interesting to see some of the things that
advertisers hide and how the environ-
ment, people and animals suffer to make
certain products.” That’s what one six-
teen-year-old girl at Riverside Secondary
said after a presentation by the
Vancouver Humane Society. 

The presentation was part of the VHS’s
Humane Education program, Power of
One, which provides
free presentations to
local secondary school
students about the
connections between
animals, the environ-
ment and other people. 

Recently, Social
Studies 10 teacher
Raquel Chin booked
one of our presenta-
tions called Analyzing
Advertising for three of
her classes. The work-
shop illustrated the
pervasiveness of advertising in our lives
and asked the students to consider how
the advertised products impact people,
animals and the environment.

Students were asked to identify logos
and brand names by seeing only one let-
ter on the package. In every case the stu-
dents were able to recognize the item.
The teens determined this was possible
because advertising is everywhere.

They then watched a series of TV com-
mercials promoting cheese and dairy
products. These commercials depicted
cows enjoying plenty of sun, green grass
and fresh air. The cows were talking and
laughing saying how much they were

enjoying life on the farm. 
Those commercials were then followed

by images, also of dairy farms, but these
pictures showed dairy cows confined in
stalls, hooked up to milk machines. It
was explained to the students that dairy
cows produce milk because they are
pregnant and their offspring, if male, are
sold to the veal industry and if female,
become future dairy cows, but that ulti-
mately all dairy cows end up at the
slaughterhouse. 

One girl said the commercials of the
happy cows made her feel good about

buying dairy products,
but the other images
left her feeling sorry
for the animals. Her
classmate, Leia, con-
cluded that there is so
much that goes on
behind the scenes that
we don’t see. 

They also analyzed a
variety of magazine
ads, discussing all of
the things that could be
hidden from view. For
example, a group of

students analyzed an ad promoting a cos-
metic line. The group determined that
animal testing, animal ingredients, non-
recyclable packing and sweatshop labour
could be involved in the production of
the products. 

Some students expressed an interest in
writing to companies, others mentioned
they would tell their friends about what
they had learned and the teacher said she
would be following-up with the students
during their next class. 

Perhaps sixteen-year-old Andrew
summed up the presentation best, “Next
time I am certainly going to think twice
when I am buying a product.”

*Reprinted with kind permission from
BCSPCA’s Bark! magazine

While petting your cat, does she some-
times attack you for no apparent reason
with her claws and teeth? It could be caused
by static electricity or, if she is a kitten, just
your cat being playful. But some cats just
don’t tolerate a lot of petting. Petting can
overstimulate the receptors where fur meets
cat and irritate the cat’s skin.

In sensitive cats this can cause your
lovable feline to look for a quick solution
– either run away or attack the source of
the discomfort – your hand!

Rest assured your cat isn’t angry at you
or trying to be mean if she tries to bite or
claw you, she is just expressing a natural
response to too much touching. Keep in
mind, however, if your cat shows a severe
reaction to touch, your cat could have a
medical issue, so you should take your
cat in for a veterinary check up.

You can increase your cat’s petting
pleasure by learning where cats like to
be petted. Most cats prefer petting on the
cheeks, the temples and between the
ears and eyes. The second favourites
spots are other areas of the head –
around the mouth and chin – and down
the back and the chest.

The least favourite petting spots are
near the tail, the tummy and the back
legs. Many cats have a low tolerance for
touching in these areas, and, if your cat
associates discomfort with petting, she
may avoid you altogether.  

Does your cat
do this when
you pet her?

Truth in advertising?
Kids scorn the hype 

Shop at Capers in Kitsilano and help VHS!!!
Food retailer Capers has chosen VHS to be a beneficiary of its in-store

Community Chest progam for the next three months at its Kitsilano loca-
tion. If you bring your own bags when you shop at Capers, the store will give
you a five-cent token that you can donate to one of three charities. Look for

the VHS jar!




