











 A � E � � �

By Sandra Enticknap, Partner, 
of the law firm of Miller 
Thomson LLP

A great way to help the Vancouver 
Humane Society and reduce the 
potential income taxes payable in your 
last tax return is to donate to VHS in 
your Will.  

Unless you have left all your assets 
to your spouse, upon your passing, 
you not only have to pay tax on the 
income you earned during the year 
up to the date of your death, but also 
on the increase in the fair market 
value of your investments and other 
property (with some exceptions, like 
your principal residence) and on the 
balance in your RRSP or RRIF.

However, a great way to reduce the tax 
is to donate to the VHS. The Income 
Tax Act provides that gifts made to 
a charity, like the VHS, by Will are 
deemed to have been made before 
your death and therefore the tax 
receipt can be used in your last tax 
return to reduce the tax.

There are a number of ways to donate 
in your Will. You can leave a specific 
amount, like $10,000. You can leave 
a share of the residue of your estate, 
like 10 per cent. You can leave a 
specific asset.  

Another way to leave a gift and reduce 
the taxes is to instruct your executor to 
make a gift to VHS that is large enough 
to reduce your taxes in your final return 
(and possibly in your previous year’s 
return) to nil. A sample clause is as 
follows:

This is a very useful clause but it should be used with caution. You do not want 
to inadvertently reduce your intended gifts to others by use of this clause. You 
should not use it without first reviewing it with your own legal and tax advisors 
to determine its suitability for your unique personal, financial and tax situation. 
This wording is offered as a draft- with the understanding that neither the 
author nor VHS is providing legal or other professional advice.

We encourage you to consider a gift to the VHS in your Will and to discuss your 
desire to do so with your own legal and financial advisors.

Donate to VHS in your will and reduce your income taxes!
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#303 - 8623 Granville St.,  
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2

Phone: 604.266.9744 
Fax: 604.266.1311 
 

Web: www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Board of Directors:
Liberty Mulkani, President 
Laura Brown, Secretary 
June Humphreys, Director 
Chris Hajek, Treasurer 
Rebeka Breder, Director

Staff:
Debra Probert, Executive Director
Peter Fricker, Projects and 
Communications Director 
Leanne McConnachie, Director, Farm 
Animal Programs 
Laura Page, Summer Outreach Assistant 
Vincent Sy, Summer Outreach Assistant 

VHS also welcomes a new face, Zoë Peled, who joins us 
this summer as our part-time Event Manager. For the past 
two years, Zoë has worked with “The Cheaper Show” – an 
annual, one-night-only art exhibition and sale – as their 
Associate Producer & Volunteer Coordinator. Zoë also 
volunteers with SAINTS, an end-of-life sanctuary for 	
senior and special needs animals. Zoë takes over from 
Andrea Farmer, who has moved to a full-time position with 
her current job – Thanks for all your work Andrea and best 	
of luck!

New and familiar faces
Once again, VHS is fortunate to have received a grant from 
Service Canada to hire two students to help us out over the 
summer. 

Joining us again is Laura Page, who worked with VHS 
last summer. Laura just completed her second year at the 
University of Guelph. Another familiar face is Vincent Sy, 
a UBC student who worked with VHS two summers ago. 
We are so pleased to have them back helping with our 
campaign work in the office, and representing VHS at all of 
our summer outreach activities. 

Lauren Martin, Office Manager
Zoë Peled, Events Coordinator

Newsletter: Peter Fricker, Editor

Contributing Writers:
Leanne McConnachie, Debra Probert, 
Sandra Enticknap, Ian McCallister, 
Deborah McCall, Mairin Barclay

Design: Rackel Creative
Printing: Alliance Printing

Printed on recycled paper with 
soy-based ink.

Graham Harrop’s 
whimsical, goofy and 
satirical cartoons appear 
in the Vancouver Sun 
and the Globe and Mail. 
Follow the adventures 		
of Ten Cats at 		
www.comicssherpa.com.

Credit: “Ten Cats” by permission of 

Graham Harrop


