
All cats are special in their own ways, but 
there’s one feline VHS came across who’s 
putting his exceptional qualities to good use.

His name is Bill and he belongs to the Chrysalis 
Society, a Vancouver non-profit helping women 
recover from substance abuse. Chrysalis 
contacted VHS because Bill had a painful 
fractured tooth that needed extracting and 
the society was strapped for funds to pay the 
vet costs.   

In talking to the people at Chrysalis 
we discovered that Bill plays an 
important role in the lives of the 
women the society supports.  
He lives in one of the Chrysalis 
houses, where up to nine 
women are accommodated 
and where Bill has quite a 
therapeutic effect on the 
clients. Rayma Hagan, 
a housing manager at 
Chrysalis, told us about Bill’s 
role since he arrived six years 
ago:

“Bill quickly demonstrated that he was a 
working cat with an intuition that enabled him 
to connect at a heart level with each woman 
that he came in contact with. He spends extra 
time with women when he senses their pain.”

And Rayma says Bill’s job is not without its 
perks: “Some of Bill’s favourite pastimes 
are going for rides in the car, greeting the 
neighbours, hanging out/snuggling with the 

Bill the caring cat
BIll IS A gReAt Help to otHeRS But tHIS tIme  
He needed Help

women. He does love to sit on your shoulder, 
especially at Christmas while setting up 
the tree, or while riding slowly on your bike 
down the lane way. Bill is a pleasure to have 
around. Everyone loves him!”

Bill’s tooth extraction went well and he’s 
back on the job. We’re always pleased when 
we can ensure an animal gets the care he or 
she needs, but it was especially gratifying 
to help one who does a lot of caring 
himself!

animal
WRITESwww.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
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What makes a charity effective? 

that will be the topic of discussion in a 
november episode of MoneyTalk, which 
airs monday evenings on Bnn (Business 
news network). VHS director of farm animal 
programs Leanne McConnachie will be a 
guest on the show. leanne studied this very 
issue during her master of Science degree at 
uBC’s Animal Welfare program. Her thesis 
“Assessing performance of Animal Welfare 
Organizations to improve philanthropic 
decision-making” explored the key indicators 
that donors could review in order to ensure 
they made the most of their donation. Call our 
office at 604.266.9744 or check our website 
for details on when the episode will air. 
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new egg labelling guide signs are still being tested at two of overwaitea’s Save-on Food stores – one in 
Vancouver, the other in nelson. Following discussions with VHS, overwaitea took the step to become the 
first grocer in north America to voluntarily implement such signage on store shelves. 

We understand from overwaitea’s management that customer comments about the in-store labelling guide 
have been very positive and that they have seen a transition in consumer purchases away from regular cage 
eggs to cage-free eggs. 

As we mentioned in our last newsletter, the european union and Australia have legislation requiring “eggs 
from caged hens” labels on cartons, but no such requirement exists in north America.

meanwhile, south of the border, “eggs from caged hens” signs may soon be the norm at grocery stores 
across the uS. In July, the Humane Society of the united States and u.S. egg producers reached an 
agreement to enact federal legislation to improve housing conditions for egg laying hens and to mandate 
that all egg carton labels must inform consumers of the method used to produce the eggs. 

DONATIONS 
SHOuLD  
MAkE A  

DIffErENCE

Watch for us  
on BNN’s  

“MONEyTALk”

Sign of the Times
oVeRWAIteA’S tRIAl oF neW egg lABelS  

HelpS CompASSIonAte ConSumeRS mAKe CHoICeS

best 
choice

better 
choice

some 
concerns

certified organic eggs free-range & free-run eggs cage eggs
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Long wait for sled dog 
justice

VHS WAntS A BAn on  
tetHeRIng oF Sled dogS FoR 
long peRIodS

In September it was reported that the BC SpCA 
had recommended animal cruelty charges after its 
investigation into the killing of dozens of sled dogs 
in Whistler, B.C. in 2010. As Animal Writes! went 
to press there was still no word on whether Crown 
Counsel would proceed with charges.  

meanwhile, the B.C. government’s Sled dog 
Working group is due to make its recommendations 
on a standard of care for sled dogs this autumn.  
VHS is calling for a ban on the tethering of sled 
dogs for long periods, which is currently standard 
practice in the industry.  

VHS believes sled dogs should be treated as 
companions, not commodities.  Just because they 
are a hardy breed they should not be denied the 
same humane consideration society accords to 
other dogs. If the Sled dog Working group fails to 
produce an adequate standard of care, VHS will, as 
our executive director put it, “raise hell!” Readers 
can contact the agriculture minister with their 
views at: 

Honourable Don Mcrae 
minister of Agriculture 
po Box 9043 Stn pRoV goVt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9e2

Email: agr.minister@gov.bc.ca

VHS would like to thank everyone who supported our campaign against animal 

cruelty at this year’s Calgary Stampede.Your help has made a difference:

• more than 380 VHS supporters wrote to CBC sports to complain about their  

 Stampede coverage.

• more than 1170 wrote to Bell Canada to protest their sponsorship of the rodeo.

• Hundreds contributed to the more than 7000 emails received by Clarence  

 House in london, protesting the duke and duchess of Cambridge’s visit to the  

 Stampede.

• many supporters also wrote letters to the editors of newspapers about rodeo  

 animal welfare.

• And, of course, hundreds more complained directly to the Stampede.

All of this has been in addition to the media coverage of this issue. VHS’s call for 

the duke and duchess of Cambridge to boycott the rodeo attracted considerable 

national media attention, including making the top story on CtV news on June 

19.  VHS also had an opinion editorial published online in the toronto Star and 

was mentioned or quoted in more than 40 media outlets. the death of two horses 

in the chuckwagon races received substantial coverage, suggesting an increased 

level of sensitivity in the news media concerning rodeo animal welfare. now, 

when a single horse dies it is national news. 

this pressure has forced the Stampede to make more and more changes to the 

chuckwagon races and rodeo, in an attempt to make them safer for the animals 

and more publicly acceptable. this includes a “no jerk-down” rule in the  

calf-roping event. (If a calf is jerked off all four feet and its body touches the 

ground prior to the roper reaching the calf, the roper will be disqualified from 

that go-round.) We are not satisfied with these changes, but they show that the 

Stampede realizes it must respond to public opinion.

rodeo campaign: Thanks for your support!
 CAlF RopIng SHould Be BAnned 

Special thanks to Canadians for Ethical 
Treatment of food Animals (CetFA) 
and the League Against Cruel Sports for 
supporting our rodeo campaign.
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I know that your compassion for 
animals extends beyond your lifetime. 
I hope that you will take action to keep 
your compassion alive by making a 
will if you don’t have one, or providing 
for an animal charity of your choice 
with a bequest if you do. estate 
planning does not have to be onerous 
or expensive, and it will mean a world 
of difference to the animals that you 
help, not only today, but in the future.

Debra Probert 
executive director

victories, but innumerable small 
ones, enabled by our dedicated 
(if low paid!) staff who are able to 
immerse themselves in the issues 
for hours each day. depressing? 
Sometimes. But also invigorating, as 
we present the animals’ point of view 
in a human-centric world where they 
are often treated as little more than 
commodities.

As a supporter of this organization, 
you are its lifeblood. You are as much 
a team member as any staff member 
or volunteer, since without you, we 
would be severely limited in what we 
could do for animals. 

I care deeply about animals, and I 
know you do as well. I care about 
what happens to them - not only now, 
but in the future when I’m no longer 
here, and that’s why my husband and 
I have left a bequest to the Vancouver 
Humane Society in our wills.

I’m going to provide you with some 
shocking statistics. only 1.3 per cent 
of grant funding in Canada is given to 
animal and wildlife charities. A 2007 
Imagine Canada and Statistics Canada 
report found that of the individual 
donations to charities in Canada, 
less than 2 per cent are given to the 
“environment” charities category, 
which includes not only environmental 
groups, but also animal groups. 

the report also found that, although 
British Columbians are relatively good 
supporters of charities, very few had 
planned bequests in the event of their 
death – less than 4 per cent! this has 
a profound effect on how charities 
operate.

At VHS we depend on bequest revenue 
for about one-third of our operating 
budget each year. In fact, it was a 
large bequest that enabled us to 
employ our two program directors and 
one support position. Having paid 
staff takes a significant burden 
off me as the executive director, 
enabling not only huge successes, 
such as we have had for battery 
hens and rodeo animals, but also 
that we are ready to speak out from 
the animals’ perspective on issues 
that are otherwise ignored – 
like the ongoing whale deaths 
at the Vancouver Aquarium 
and the plan to ‘cull’ deer 
within the city limits of 
Cranbrook.

our work is important. It 
consists not only of large 

Make your compassion last
don’t FoRget AnImAlS WHen You mAKe YouR WIll!
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McVitie fund saves lives
HAppY endIngS FoR CompAnIon AnImAlS WHo need ouR Help!

       kILLEr  

A little black angel, killer was rescued as a small kitten (so often the 

animals we are asked to help are rescued). Jesse, killer’s guardian, 

nursed his little friend back to health and soon grew to love him 

dearly. When killer suddenly became very ill, Jesse didn’t know what 

to do, as he’s on a disability pension and barely able to make ends 

meet. A call to VHS was all it took. killer was rushed to an animal 

hospital and diagnosed with acute renal failure due to salt poisoning. 

the sidewalks around Jesse’s apartment building had been icy, and 

even the salt that came in on his shoes was enough to make killer 

very ill. thanks to VHS supporters, he’s made a full recovery, and 

Jesse would like to warn all cat and dog guardians about the danger 

from chemicals used to melt ice.

       DIABLO 

Diablo, a gorgeous Rottweiler mix, followed a VHS director home when 

she was out for a walk one evening. this friendly, gentle boy had no 

identification at all, and after doing everything possible to locate his 

guardians, she finally had to give up and assume that his family did 

not want him back. Rather than take him to a shelter, she kept him 

until she found a suitable foster home for him. It’s always better to 

keep stray animals yourself if you can until you can find them a home, 

rather than taking them to a shelter. Shelters can be scary places for 

animals who are already stressed from being lost or homeless. We 

hope that Diablo will soon find his forever home, but thanks to a VHS 

director, he’s no longer wandering the streets.

       JOEy 

Another little black cat, Joey showed up at a trailer park. one of the 

residents who was down on his luck took Joey in. A caring couple, 

VHS supporters, had been helping the resident with food and 

clothing, and when they saw Joey, they wanted to help him too. they 

called the VHS office and asked if there was any money left in the 

mcVitie Fund to have Joey neutered and vaccinated. of course we 

could help! the VHS supporters facilitated the surgery and had this to 

say afterwards, “Thank you McVitie Fund!  Joey has been neutered. 

When we returned Joey to his guardian, he was in tears of relief to see 

Joey again. They really are quite a couple!” And so are you for not only 

helping people, but caring about animals too!
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Cody has deteriorated so much – both 
mentally and physically – that the 
pound keepers testify there is no hope 
of rehabilitating him and they have 
reasonable grounds to believe that 
Cody will do this again. A destruction 
order is made, and your beloved Cody 
is put to death. 

unfortunately, this situation CAn and 
doeS happen in Vancouver. Here is 
why.

under the Vancouver Charter and the 
Community Charter, a “dangerous” 
dog is one who:

• has killed or seriously injured a   
 person,

• has killed or seriously injured a  
 domestic animal, while in a public  
 space or while on private property,  
 other than property owned or  
 occupied by the person responsible  
 for the dog, or

• an animal control officer has  
 reasonable grounds to believe  
 is likely to kill or seriously injure a  
 person.

the courts have interpreted 
“seriously” broadly to include any 
puncture in the skin, regardless of the 
long-term effects of the alleged injury.  
“Reasonable grounds” has also been 
used liberally by courts so that as 
long as an Animal Control officer 
testifies that he or she believes the 
dog will do it again, the courts can 
rely on their statements; while courts 
consider other evidence, such as a 
dog’s past behaviour, they do not 
need to do so. Courts have wide 
discretion to decide whether your dog 
fits the definition of “dangerous”.  
And if your dog falls under (a), (b) 
or (c), your dog is well on its way to 
death row.  

one of the many problems with the 
“dangerous dog” laws in British 
Columbia is that the process – 
from impoundment to trial – is 
unreasonably long and does not 
provide the “defendant” dog 
guardians with a fair chance to save 
their “Cody.” even if you are lucky 
enough to afford the thousands of 
dollars it takes to get legal counsel, 
“Cody” will likely need further 

By rEBEkA BrEDEr*

PICTurE THIS: Your beloved and 
ever so friendly dog, Cody, somehow 
escapes your backyard when you are 
out, and gets into a kerfuffle with 
another dog. Apparently it’s the other 
dog’s fault, but there are no other 
witnesses other than the other dog’s 
guardians. Animal Control comes 
to the scene, seizes Cody and then 
phones you to say that Cody has been 
impounded and put on a destruction 
order. Cody is thrown into solitary 
confinement for months, with very 
little human and dog interaction other 
than your occasional visits, which 
are at the mercy of Animal Control.  
You do everything you can think of to 
convince Animal Control that Cody 
has never done anything like this 
before. All of the letters of reference 
you send Animal Control from friends, 
neighbours and dog owners from off 
leash parks who all attest to Cody’s 
friendly character have no effect. 
Instead, Animal Control pursues the 
destruction order through the City’s 
legal department. You eventually get 
your day in court, but at this point, 

What you should know to save your “dangerous” dog’s life
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at the pound (and the city will do 
this) the dog is unusually stressed, 
so assessments are fundamentally 
flawed. However, your independent 
behaviourist will be able to deal 
with this.  It is important you 
do this because courts consider 
these assessments at trial. this is 
confidential information gathered 
for the purposes of contemplated 
litigation, so if the assessment is not 
as you hoped, you do not need to 
show it to Animal Control or even to 
the court.

Talk to an Animal Law lawyer before 
you say anything to Animal Control.

expensive veterinary care if he is 
freed from the pound. 

And don’t think that your dog can 
be impounded as a “dangerous dog” 
only if he or she physically injures 
someone or another animal. under 
our current laws, Animal Control only 
needs to have “reasonable grounds” 
to believe that your dog is dangerous 
– which means that if you have a 
disgruntled neighbour who does not 
like you or your dog, that neighbour 
can cause enough trouble to attract 
Animal Control to your home, even if 
all your dog did was bark a little too 
loudly.

HErE ArE SOME TIPS If yOu ArE 
fACED WITH ANIMAL CONTrOL:

If an incident happened on your 
property (or on another private 
property where your dog was staying 
at the time), you have the right 
to refuse entry to Animal Control. 
Animal Control is often accompanied 
by several police officers when 
they want to seize a dog, but they 
need a warrant to come into private 
property. politely ask to see their 
warrant. If they don’t have one, tell 
them (politely!) to leave your private 
property.  If they do have a warrant, 
you can still object to them taking 
Cody and call an Animal law lawyer 
immediately.  Chances are that they 
will still take Cody but at least it is on 
the record that you objected.

Always refuse and object to Animal 
Control seizing your dog, no matter 
what, when and where.  Refuse even 
if Animal Control says that they will 
just hold your dog for a couple of 
days. If you do let your dog go with 
Animal Control, chances are he or she 
will be put on death row. don’t risk it. 

If an incident happened in public 
space, take down the names and 
contact information of all witnesses. 
Call them as soon as possible to get 
their version of events.

If your dog really did some damage, 
regardless of whose fault it was, 
express your regret and sorrow. 
this is not the same as admitting 
liability or your fault. You are simply 
sympathizing with them. You can 
even write a letter to the injured 
person/dog owner depending on how 
bad the situation was. Courts often 
see this as part of responsible dog 
ownership. Consult an Animal law 
lawyer before you send this letter.

If your dog is seized and detained, 
get an independent dog behaviourist 
to assess your dog immediately. 
When assessments are conducted 

*Rebeka Breder is an Animal law lawyer at Boughton law Corporation in 
Vancouver, B.C. this article should not be considered legal advice for any 
purpose and is intended for information only. If you have an animal law 
issue, you should seek legal advice.
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overwhelmed by all of the hard work, 
but those feelings passed on quickly. 
All of the tough work was suddenly 
nothing compared to the unbelievable 
life changing work our class was doing. 
the experience was made even better 
by the fact that I chose to sponsor the 
Vancouver Humane Society. the VHS 
staff made my work so much easier 
by being incredibly cooperative and 
by giving me so much information to 
convey to my class. they also gave me 
a chance to volunteer at their office to 
see what their work environment was 
like. my route through the mVp project 
was awfully smooth thanks to the VHS 
and I truly appreciated their support.    

As a result of the mVp program, I was 
able to donate $420 to VHS to help 
the society attend five summer events 
to encourage consumers to help hens 
by purchasing cage-free eggs. I am 
glad that I was able to contribute in 
this meaningful way. 

Learning the value of giving
SetH BooK CHoSe to SuppoRt VHS WHIle leARnIng ABout geneRoSItY

program. In class, the students learn 
about what it means to be a Jewish 
adult and how to expand their universe 
of obligation. the students learn 
about recognizing who needs their 
help and then giving the funds to 
people to create change in their lives. 
throughout the year, the students 
research, interview and explain the 
missions and requirements of the 
agency they have chosen to sponsor. 
After the research and interviews are 
done, the students put together a 
20-minute  presentation about their 
chosen agency to convince the class to 
allocate funding to their organization. 
the whole class becomes a full 
“Budget and Allocations” team. the 
money is a pooled fund produced 
by restricted gifts received for the 
students Bar/Bat mitzvah as well as 
gifts given by the community donors.

the mVp program opened my eyes to a 
world of generosity and giving. At the 

beginning of this experience I was 

Seth Book is a grade 7 student whose 
Vancouver school runs a program 
encouraging the importance of helping 
others – and the program encouraged 
Seth to help animals by supporting 
VHS. Here, he describes how:

every year, the seventh grade students 
participate in the Mitzvah of Valuing 

Philanthropy 
(MVP) 

helped to make posters to cheer on VHS 
at the Scotiabank Charity Challenge 
walk. thanks guys!

You have to think about what you eat, 
look at the options and decide what the 
best choice is for you. For me, it’s either 
going to be vegetables, or more humane 
meats, dairy and eggs.” 

After Conner shared 
his presentation 
with the staff at 
VHS, he and miles 

young eyes opened to 
reality of factory farms
Also visiting us this summer were Conner 
and his younger brother miles. earlier 
in the school year, Conner – a grade 6 
student in a gifted learning program – 
viewed the documentary about factory 
farming, Food Inc.  When his teacher 
later asked her students to make a power 
point presentation about something of 
personal interest, Conner chose to talk 
about the plight of farm animals. 

While doing his research he learned 
more about the harsh realities of food 
production. “It has changed what I eat,” 
says Conner. “It’s not a question of meat 
versus vegetables, but I’m choosing food 
that is produced with less animal cruelty. 

Conner (left) and 
miles on their 
visit to VHS
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VHS float gets the message out at 
the Pride Parade

thanks to the generous financial support 
of Vancity, VHS had another busy summer 
participating in various events throughout the 
lower mainland. In total, we took part in 10 
farmers markets, three food show exhibitions, four 
community festivals and three parades, closing off 
the season with a display at earthsave’s taste of 
Health show on october 2.

For the third year in a row, VHS participated in 
the always fun and ever popular Vancouver pride 

parade on July 31. once again, VHS supporter tevie Smith donated his time and his vehicle for our float, allowing us to 
reach hundreds of thousands of people with our message of “Cages are Cruel.”

new this year was our participation in the EAT! fraser Valley show, September 16-18, which attracted over 10,000 
visitors. our staff and wonderful volunteers (which included two of the Valley’s organic egg producers) were on hand to 
answer questions from the public. Although we received some negative comments on the first night from some local 
egg producers, the rest of the weekend was filled with very positive comments and a lot of interest in our brochures 
and bumper stickers. We also collected many signatures supporting our petition for mandatory “eggs from caged hens” 
labels on egg cartons, bringing the total to close to 7000. 

thank you to all our donors, supporters, staff and volunteers who helped with our public outreach at events - we truly 
could not do this without you! 

ChickenOuT! . . .and about

cruelty to animals.

VHS thinks three hunting shows on one 
network is a clear case of “overkill,” 
especially when so many Canadians are 
uninterested in or oppose hunting.  If you 
agree, please let global know what you 
think:

Global Television | Shaw Media 
121 Bloor St. east 
toronto, on  m4W 3m5  
Comments can be emailed to:  
viewers@globalnational.com   
toll-free phone:  
1-877-307-1999

OVErkILL –  
Global TV’s hunting shows
global national television seems to think 
Canadians want to watch animals being 
killed for sport. Why else would it be 
running three different hunting shows?  
the programs, which run at different 
times on local global stations across the 
country, include “Canada in the Rough,” 
“the Canadian tradition,” and “the 
Angler and Hunter.”

the shows contain graphic footage of 
bears, deer, ducks and other animals 
being shot by rifle, shotgun or cross-bow.  
the programming is clearly designed to 
promote and glorify hunting, despite the 
fact that only five per cent of Canadians 
hunt (only two per cent in B.C.). 
According to an Ipsos-Reid public opinion 
poll in 2010, 62 per cent of Canadians 
say that hunting for sport amounts to 

That’s  
     entertainment?
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MEMOrIAL

thank you to the following people who have honoured 

the memory of loved ones with a gift to help animals: 
 
linda Foster, in memory of Carl uhl; 
lucille lashman, in memory of toby; 
Christian Boyles, in memory of Jem; 
Anonymous, in memory of missy; 
Anonymous, in memory of Bill Haddow; 
Judy Werts, in memory of Joni Hill; 
Hersh goel, in memory of mrs. p. Sharan; 
Ivano Veschini, in memory of pushpa Sharan; 
Bev Funston, in memory of pushpa Sharan; 
Jeanette Beasant in memory of pushpa Sharan; 
Janet Flamand, in memory of James Flamand; 
Bonnie Black, in memory of Banditt; 
Helene Sellery, in memory of Sheila mcleod; 
nora Christensen and Brian lunn, in memory of emma; 
John tackaberry, in memory of Sheila mcleod; 
denise nereida, in memory of marmalade; 
June Humphreys, in memory of Joni Hill; 
June Humphreys, in memory of Brandy; 
debra probert, in memory of Brandy; 
diane Armstrong, in memory of Cheryl Willett; 
gillian Stewart, in memory of ted Stewart and  
his love of horses; 
Jackie Weiler, in memory of Sarsfield pickford; 
Irena Wilson, in memory of Bella.

thank you for the following donations in honour of that 

special someone: 
 
Karleen nevery, in honour of Barry matthews.

thank you to the following who have supported VHS with 

fundraising efforts;

eva Yu and students of Standing up and protecting 
Animals (SupA) at eric Hamber Secondary School;

Seth Book and the mVp program at talmud torah 

School.

fOuNDATION, COrPOrATE, AND EMPLOyEE 
DONATIONS

We don’t know where we’d be without the support of 

these fantastic foundations, businesses, employees and 

employee groups – your support means the world to the 

animals we help!! thank you to: 
 
The Vancouver foundation, for a grant towards our 
Chicken out! project;

The Vancity Community Project Grants Program for a  
donation to our Chicken out! project, which assisted 
us in hiring a second summer student to help with 
outreach activities and helped pay for outreach resource 
materials;

TELuS Employees and Alumni Gillian Stewart, James 
Carson, Larraine Lamb, Julie Bodewein, Val Pack and 2 
anonymous donors for your generous donations through 
the teluS Charitable giving program, and to teluS for 
matching these donations;

Green Shield Canada and employee Shannon Wilson, for 
a donation through the employee matching program;

the BC Hydro Employees’ Community Services fund 
(HYdReCS) for a grant to VHS for new computer 
equipment;

kama Natural Soap – www.kamasoap.com

Nucelle Mandelic Marine Complex  
www.nucelle.com/vhs/index.htm

Camelot Stables – www.camelotstables.ca

D O N AT I O N S  &  T H A N k  y O u s
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Oogy – The Dog 
Only a family 
Could Love 
by Laurence Levin

Oogy was only a 
few months old 
when he was 
used as bait for 

fighting dogs. When police raided the 
operation they found him in a cage 
bleeding to death. He was missing an 
ear and half his face was covered in 
scar tissue. Surgeons at a Philadelphia 
animal hospital saved his life but he 
had severe damage to his face and 
head. Not long after this, the Levin 
family arrived at the hospital (sadly, 
to euthanize their 17-year-old cat), 
spotted Oogy and instantly fell in love 
with him. From there, an inspiring 
story of recovery unfolds, as Oogy’s 
happy personality charms everyone he 
meets.

you had me at 
Woof by Julie Klam 
Riverhead

Ostensibly, this 
book is about 
author Julie 
Klam’s work with 
a Boston Terrier 
rescue group in 

New York, but it is mainly about the 
happiness and occasional heartbreak 
that our relationships with dogs bring.  
Klam explains how her experiences 
with dogs have taught her patience 
and tolerance – qualities she has 
learned to apply to relationships with 
humans as well. Although this book 
has intensely sad moments (when, 
for example, decisions must be made 
about euthanasia), it is overwhelmingly 
uplifting and full of humour. Anyone 
who loves dogs will love this book – 
and those who don’t could easily find 
themselves becoming converts.

Curl up this autumn with TOP DOG books 
The Lost Dogs 
by Jim Gorant 
Gotham Books

Most people are 
familiar with the 
infamous Michael 
Vick dog-fighting 
case. Here, Jim 
Gorant tells the 

behind-the-scenes story of Vick’s 
brutal operation and the investigation 
that brought him to justice. But it 
also tells the inspiring story of what 
happened to the dogs that were 
rescued from a life of misery, violence 
and torture. Working against the 
odds, a team of behaviourists began 
rehabilitating 49 rescued dogs, 
many of whom cowered in fear when 
approached. Some looked at toys 
and treats with complete confusion.  
But the powers of patience and 
compassion worked miracles: Almost 
all the dogs were saved and some have 
been successfully adopted.

VANCOuVEr HuMANE SOCIETy
303 - 8623 granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6p 5A2
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Registered Charity Bn 8897 13178 RR 0001

In fact, Charlie was gravely ill. 
He needed help and we were there. 

Help us be there in the future 
- remember VHS in your will.

Charlie  
looked healthy.

But the  
breeder lied!

fOr MOrE INfOrMATION:  
call debra probert at 604.266.9744
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WHILE VISIONS
of sugarplums danced

IN his head
THE STOCKINGSwere hung by the  
CHIMNEY WITH CARE

Check out our great 
CHrISTMAS &  

GrEETING CArDS! 
Support VHS and help animals by purchasing from our 
selection of beautiful Christmas cards and blank greeting 
cards – all featuring adorable animals.  

CHrISTMAS CArDS:  $6 (package of 4 - mixed or one type)   
BLANk CArDS:        $7 (package of 6 - mixed) 

All cards can be viewed and ordered from our website at:   
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/vhs-in-action/
merchandise/ 

TO OrDEr frOM THE VHS OffICE: 
email lauren: lauren@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca  
call: 604.266.9744

DASHING
through the
SNOW

SCOTIABANk CHArITy ruN HuGE SuCCESS!

VHS and the animals we help would like to thank all of you who participated in 
or donated to runners or walkers in the 2011 Scotiabank Charity Challenge held 
in Vancouver on June 26, 2011. Together, we raised $24,703 for animals!!! 

A huge thank you goes out to our friends at Scotiabank, who take care of all the 
logistics. A small charity like VHS could never do this alone – we’re so grateful, 
and so are all the animals we were able to help.

See you next year on June 24, 2012 – watch for information in the spring!!

lauren martin, Office Manager
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