
People in B.C. and around the world were 
shocked by the revelation in January that 
100 sled dogs were brutally killed in Whistler 
last April. The BC SPCA and RCMP are 
investigating the killings and the provincial 
government has created a task force to review 
the sled dog industry. Everyone wants those 
responsible for the killings to be brought to 
account and for steps to be taken to ensure 
this can never happen again.

But VHS, which has called for a ban on the 
sled dog tours and races, is also concerned 
about the inherent poor welfare that is 
widespread in these industries. Many sled 
dogs spend their days tethered to posts when 
they are not pulling sleds, which denies 
them the opportunity to engage in normal 
behaviours. Research has shown that this 
causes frustration and can lead to abnormal 
behaviours such as aggression or hyper-
vigilance (leading to lack of sleep). Tethered 
sled dogs are known to engage in rock-eating, 
indicative of frustration. (Industry guidelines 
recommend dogs be kept on plywood or 
concrete to prevent digging and rock-eating.)

The Whistler case, although 
an extreme example, shows 
what happens when animals 
that are exploited for 
profit become surplus to 
requirements. Any company 
whose bottom line is 
threatened has to cut costs.  
If animals are involved their 
welfare will invariably be put 
at risk.  

End sled dog cruelty 
VHS CALLS FOR BAN ON SLED DOG TOURS & RACES
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T H E  V A N C O U V E R  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R

VHS’s proposed ban would need to be phased 
in over time, with current operations being 
subject to “grandfather clauses” allowing 
them to continue (subject to conditions) 
but with no breeding or new acquisitions 
permitted. It would be the responsibility of 
these businesses to ensure the dogs’ well-
being until the end of their lives.

 We realize that a ban, given certain 
financial, political and practical realities, 
is unlikely to be adopted by provincial 
authorities. However, we have decided to 
maintain this position for what we believe 
are sound moral reasons that are important 
to communicate to the public. In our 
experience, the economic exploitation of 
animals (even when well-intentioned) 
story continued on page 3
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Jamie Lee, one of VHS’s most committed 
supporters, is a champion of animals. She 
has repeatedly turned her compassion 
into action by not only generously 
supporting life-saving medical care for 
individual animals, but also by funding 
farm animal initiatives. In particular, she 
sponsored VHS’s effective Cages are Cruel 
ad that ran on Vancouver buses in 2009, 
educating thousands of people on the 
issue of cruel egg production. 

Jamie was born in Hong Kong and spent 
her childhood in the nearby Portuguese 
colony of Macau. She lived with her 
grandmother, an animal lover who kept 
several dogs and cats (and a pet turkey!).  
While Jamie credits this early exposure 
to animal companionship as fundamental 
to her life-long love of animals, she did 
not become actively involved in animal 
welfare until much later.

Jamie left Macau when she was a 
teenager and moved to San Francisco.   
Eventually she settled in Vancouver. One 
day, she saw a kitten for sale at a Pet 
Habitat store in Richmond.  She 
noticed how sick she looked 
and that her eyes looked 
infected. She decided she 
would have to purchase 
the kitten to get her 
to a vet straight away. 
(Jamie is opposed to 
buying pets, but this was 
an emergency.) It was a 
good thing she did. “The 
vet told me that if she had 
been left much longer 
the kitten would 
have gone 

blind,” she says.  

The incident made her think about 
how vulnerable animals are to neglect 
and cruelty. “They’re speechless and 
helpless,” says Jamie.  “They can’t 
defend themselves.” She then began 
to research animal welfare issues, 
especially the need for spay and neuter 
programs. She had made contact with 
VHS’s executive director Debra Probert 
to discuss the kitten’s situation and after 
that “a switch went on,” she says.

Now Jamie has several cats and dogs.  All 
but one are rescues and some have had 
acute medical problems. She is devoted 
to them, of course, but also to helping 
other animals through her support of 
VHS and other animal groups. “These 
groups just don’t get enough credit,” she 
says, adding that there is virtually no 
government funding for animal welfare, 
despite the fact they “deserve justice” in 
the same way humans do.  “Remember 

hurricane Katrina,” she says, “Those 
people wanted to save 

their pets, just like family members.”

Jamie says her key messages for 
people are: “please spay and neuter” 
and “please adopt animals from shelters 
instead of buying them from pet stores or 
breeders” because it is so heartbreaking 
to see homeless cats and dogs suffer. 
But she would also like to address the 
misconception that the Asian community 
doesn’t care about animals. “A lot of 
Asians love animals,” she says, “and 
remember, all people can be cruel to 
animals – it’s not just one ethnic group.”  
When it comes to animal welfare, Jamie 
is certainly a good role model for any 
community.

Jamie feels fortunate that she has been 
in a position to support VHS, to provide 
a home for her pets and to help other 
animals. “I’m blessed,” she says.  “But 
everyone can help. Even a few pennies 
put aside every week could help groups 
like VHS pay for a spay or neuter.” We 
couldn’t agree more.

Animals have a friend in Jamie
A TRUE CHAMPION FOR ANIMALS - TURNING COMPASSION INTO ACTION

The JAMIE & PUNky FUNd is used to 
support a VHS spay and neuter project 
in Surrey, while the PUNky FUNd helps 
animals in desperate need of emergency 
medical attention. Your contributions to 
these funds will ensure this important 
work continues.
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Run (or walk) for the animals!
SCOTIAbANk CHARITy CHALLENGE - SUNdAy, JUNE 26, 2011
 
Please join VHS (or sponsor us) on June 26, 2011 as we take part in the 
SCOTIAbANk CHARITy CHALLENGE HALF-MARATHON ANd 5k. This is a unique 
and high-profile opportunity to raise money for animals, and to get out and enjoy the 
fresh air! The 5k run/walk is in beautiful Stanley Park and the half-marathon is from 
UBC to Stanley Park.

The first twenty participants in the 5k or ten runners in the half-marathon will have 
their entrance fee waived. Just follow the directions below:

1. Go to the Scotiabank Charity Challenge website:  
 http://www.eventsonline.ca/events/crs_vanhalf/

2. Follow the directions (enter as a Charity Challenge Runner).

3.  When you get to the CHARITY PIN CODE or COUPON CODE, enter 11VANHS 
 and your entrance fee will be waived. Hurry before it’s too late - there are limited  
 waived entries!!

Once you’re registered, you can join the Vancouver Humane Society Team via this 
link: http://my.e2rm.com/TeamPage.aspx?TSId=297095&Lang=en-CA 
Follow the directions.

If you can’t participate that day, you can sponsor someone - all of the VHS directors 
and staff will be there! Simply:

•	 go	to	http://www.canadarunningseries.com/svhm/index.htm 

•	 click	on	the	‘donate’ button on the left

•	 scroll	down	to	“How can I support?” (again, on the left)

•	 click	on	‘sponsor a team’. That takes you to the Team Search page, where you  
 can sponsor the Vancouver Humane Society Team.

THANk yOU, ON bEHALF OF THE ANIMALS wE HELP. We, and they, are deeply 
grateful for your support.

story continued from front cover 
almost invariably results in compromising 
their welfare. We have found this to be 
the case in zoos, circuses, rodeos, the 
exotic pet trade and of course in animal 
agriculture. When these animals cease to 
be of economic value, these industries often 
fail to take responsibility for their welfare.  
Whether it’s ex-rodeo or race horses sold at 
auction for slaughter, unwanted greyhound 
racers, discarded exotic pets, or aging sled 
dogs, animals are put at risk when they are 
treated as commodities.  

 Currently, various rescue groups and 
well-intentioned individuals attempt to 
address these problems by setting up 
often financially-precarious sanctuaries 
or adoption programs. Essentially, 
industries using animals dump their moral 
responsibilities on others.  

 We have reached the conclusion that 
the economic exploitation of animals is 
incompatible with maintaining acceptable 
welfare. The only way to curtail animal 
suffering is to stop using them as 
commodities. While regulation of these 
industries might be helpful, government 
is generally unwilling to take on the 
responsibility due to cost. For these reasons, 
VHS feels it is time to say “enough” and 
to work toward ending the economic 
exploitation of animals.

Contact the b.C. government’s Sled dog 
Task Force at: 
PO BOX 9043 - STN PROV GOVT. 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2 
Email: sdtaskforce@gov.bc.ca 

 

Many sled dogs 
spend their days 
tethered to posts



developed to raise awareness about how 
the majority of Canada’s egg-laying hens 
live their lives – inside a battery cage. 
The video will be distributed across 
Canada through a wide variety of social 
media tools.

ChickenOUT! campaign director Leanne 
McConnachie said, “We all hate being 
jammed into an elevator, or stuck in that 
centre airplane seat for hours. We can’t 
wait to get out. But imagine if you can’t 
get out, ever? Imagine living that way 
all day, every day. That’s the feeling we 
wanted this video to convey. That is the 
life of a battery caged hen, and if treating 
an animal this way is not acceptable to 

you, then choose certified organic cage-
free eggs, or don’t eat eggs at all.”

The video was funded, in part, by the 
Vancouver Foundation and animation 
services were donated, in part, by The 
Sequence Group. Sequence is a motion 
design, animation, and post-production 
company whose client list includes Sony 
Pictures, 20th Century Fox, Warner 
Brothers, Electronic Arts, and the CBC, 
among others. 

You can view the 20-second video on the 
VHS website as well as on  
www.chickenout.ca and  
www.raisingthebarn.ca.

IMAGINE... 
Imagine 12 seconds in a crowded elevator 
Imagine 12 hours in a cramped airplane 
Imagine 12 months in a cruel cage

These are the words that set the scene 
for a new, animated video that VHS has 
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monthly and all other donations are tax 
deductable.

VHS would like to thank the creative 
guidance of the staff at Harvey Mckinnon 
& Associates (HMA) and Made of 
Pixels, Inc. for donating their time and 
talents during their annual “Goodstock” 
campaign to help develop the Raising the 
Barn campaign and microsite. 

The idea behind Goodstock is to do 
as much good for as many non-profit 
organizations as possible in 24-hours – 
for free. During this 24-hour marathon, 
HMA staff donated their fundraising, 
marketing, design and creative skills - as 
well as their sleep – to VHS and two other 
local charities fortunate enough to receive 
these free services. Thank you HMA and 
Made of Pixels!

“Imagine” video via social media sites and 
tools. Raisingthebarn.ca highlights what 
the Five Freedoms are, and points to the 
five things each of us can do to help farm 
animals: eat less meat, eat less chicken, 
shop kinder, volunteer/spread the word, 
and join our Five for Five Club!

The “Five for Five” Club is our new monthly 
giving program. As a Five for Five donor, 
you can give $5 (or any multiple of $5) 
every month to help us attain the Five 
Freedoms for farm animals. 

Monthly donations enable VHS to know 
what level of funding we can count on, 
which means we are better able to plan 
our events, letter-writing campaigns 
and other program activities throughout 
the year. Monthly giving is convenient 
and affordable for you, and of course 

VHS IS RAISING THE bARN 
VHS has launched Raising the barn, an 
umbrella concept across our three major 
farm animal campaigns – ChickenOUT!, 
Eat Less Meat and Eat Less Chicken 
– with the unifying goal of raising the 
standard of animal welfare so that 
all farms in Canada meet the FIVE 
FREEdOMS, which are:   

•	Freedom from hunger and thirst 
•	Freedom from discomfort 
•	Freedom from pain, injury or disease  
•	Freedom to express normal behaviour 
•	Freedom from fear and distress

Integral to building awareness about 
farm animal issues is our new microsite 
–  www.raisingthebarn.ca – a simple, 
one-page website that enables us to more 
easily distribute our message and our new 
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that these wonderful birds have to 
offer.

For the love of Chickens
by LAURA JACKSON

spangled Appenzeller Spitzhauben 
hen) was one of my absolute favourites 
and she would follow me everywhere.  
The minute I sat down, she’d jump 
into my lap and tuck her head under 
wing for a nap. If I held her, she’d pull 
me closer with her beak and wrap her 
neck over my arm. Chickens can be 
quite affectionate!  

Intelligence is something that we don’t 
usually associate with birds, even 
though parrots and corvids (crows and 
allies) have brains that rival those 
of primates. You might be surprised 
to find out that chickens are pretty 
darn smart too! They can learn their 
individual names and come when 
they’re called and can find treats 
that I’ve hidden away out of view.  
They love to chase, show off and be 
mischievous – “play” behaviour is 
a sure sign of intelligence. My little 
white leghorn hen named Enzie 
wouldn’t let you leave the barn until 
you played with her, which usually 
involved a gentle tousle and a treat 
hidden in one of my pockets.   Not 
only are chickens extremely personable 
and smart, they are also long-lived.  If 
given proper care, they can live 
up to 15 years!  

Good thing this was 
supposed to be a short 
article or I’d have gone 
on for hours about how 
fantastic chickens are 
and how we need to 
treat all of them with 
greater respect.  They 
are sentient beings with 
huge personalities and deserve 
so much better from us. I’m 
an incurable chicken fanatic 
and I’m always happy to show 
off my flock so that others 
might see a glimpse of the 
intelligence and personality 

Chickens as pets, you ask? Seriously?  
How can someone relate to a 
supposed feather-brained bird whose 
sole purpose is to provide humans 
with meat and eggs? Well, let me 
tell you. Chickens are awesome and 
have amazing personalities, from the 
everyday “battery laying hen” to the 
giant broilers and meat birds (and 
every breed in between).

Fifteen years ago, if you’d told me 
I’d be crazy about my chooks and 
keep 40 of them as pets, I’d have 
told you that you were mad. I didn’t 
particularly care about chickens and 
paid them no heed on the farm where 
I boarded my horse. Then, I married 
and moved on to that same farm and 
took over the care of the 10 hens that 
lived there. I watered them dutifully, 
fed them and every so often collected 
their eggs. I was told that they liked 
kitchen scraps, so I saved leftovers 
from dinner and old produce from the 
fridge and fed it to them every couple 
of days. The hens started to get used 
to their treats and would often come 
running over to see what I had for 
them. Soon, each hen got a name and 
then became tame enough to eat from 
my hand. It wasn’t long before chicken 
chores became my favourite time of 
day!

Over the years, I’ve had many hens 
and roosters – all have had names and 
all have had different personalities.  
Some hens love to be picked up 
and cuddled (making them instant 
“favourites”) while others are content 
to sit at my feet while I read a book 
in the chicken pen. I volunteer at the 
local wildlife rehabilitation society and 
often get calls from them about stray 
birds (ducks, chickens, turkeys and 
pheasants) that people have found 
in the strangest places. Invariably, 
they end up here and work their way 
into the main flock. blitzen (a silver 

CAN yOU TAkE A VHS 
dONATION bOx?

VHS has a new, attractive donation box 
that would look perfect in your place 
of business!! If you would like to help 
animals by placing a donation box 
where you work, please give Lauren a 
call at 604 266 9744 and she’d be 
happy to get one out to you.

Laura’s close friend  
bLITZEN



McVitie Fund saves lives
HAPPY ENDINGS FOR COMPANION ANIMALS WHO NEED OUR HELP!
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       NINJA  

A sweet little 10-year-old Shih Tzu, Ninja had several serious 
health problems when her guardian, who is on a disability 
pension, contacted VHS for help. Poor little Ninja seemed to 
be going downhill, but once she received medical care and 
had her medications adjusted, she started feeling better right 
away. 

       MyLEE  

A gorgeous black cat, Mylee was only seven months old when her 
guardian called in tears. Mylee was not eating, was vomiting and 
seemed lethargic. Being on social assistance, her guardian didn’t 
have even enough money for the basic check-up. Thanks to our 
donors, Mylee got the medical attention she needed. She had a 
severe uterine infection, very unusual in such a young cat - left 
untreated, she surely would have died.  Mylee was spayed, given a 
course of antibiotics and has made a full recovery.

       bAM bAM  

This gentle giant’s guardian pleaded with VHS for help. A two-year-

old Labrador retriever obtained from a breeder who no longer wanted 

him, Bam Bam was in terrible pain. His ears hurt so much that even 

touching them was excruciating for him. His guardian had lost her job 

and had only been able to find part-time work, so she had no money to 

take him to the veterinarian. With VHS’s help, Bam Bam was sedated 

and treated for a yeast infection and is back to his happy self!

       TOkI  

What was supposed to be a few days at a dog-sitter’s turned 
into forever for this little Japanese Chin Spaniel when she 
was abandoned by her guardian. On a disability pension, 
her new mom didn’t know where to turn when Toki started 
coughing and developed a fever. She called VHS and Toki was 
taken to the vet, where a heart problem was diagnosed. With 
medication, Toki is doing just fine in her new home! 

Our McVITIE FUNd is all about saving lives. It’s used to cover emergency veterinary medical costs when companion animals suddenly fall 
ill or are injured and their owners don’t have the resources to pay for care. 

Thanks to a $20,000 challenge from the Irene Joy Stewart and Florence Maud Shedden Endowment for domestic and wild Animal 
welfare, every donation you make to the McVitie Fund will be doubled! We’re only $2,757 short of our goal of $20,000, which we need 
to reach by June 1st.  Please send your donation to the McVitie Fund today.

As well as preventing 
unwanted litters of 
kittens, spaying prevents 
pyometra, a very serious 
infection. Spaying 

also greatly lessens the 
incidence of mammary 
cancers.
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         GEORGIE’S CHRISTMAS FAME 

When Georgie the tortoiseshell cat got sick last Christmas her family wasn’t expecting her plight to make headlines. But that’s what 
happened after VHS stepped in to help.

Georgie’s mom, Kristy, called us in desperation after Georgie had been rushed to the animal hospital vomiting and passing blood. 
Georgie had a blockage in her intestine, probably due to something she’d swallowed.

Kristy is a single mom with two small girls. She’s in her second year of college and simply didn’t 
have a penny to spare, except for $200 that she’d managed to put away for Christmas presents 
for her girls. When the children found out, they insisted that the money be used to pay for 
Georgie’s treatment.

“Our cat means everything to my girls and I cannot imagine our lives without her and I am 
hoping that we can bring her home happy and healthy,” Kristy told VHS. The bill had quickly 
exceeded the $200 and she needed help. VHS offered to help through our McVitie Fund 
for sick and injured animals, ensuring Georgie got the treatment she needed. She has 
recovered and is doing well.

Not only did our McVitie Fund come to the rescue, but VHS’s employees and their families 
quickly decided that these compassionate little girls deserved their Christmas presents too. 
Before long, we had raised $200 to buy gift certificates at local stores.

When the Vancouver Sun heard the story of the selfless gesture of the girls and of VHS’s 
timely intervention they ran a special Christmas story about Georgie and her family. The story 
helped promote the McVitie Fund, which we hope will be able to continue helping animals in 
need all year round.

      AN OLd dOG GETS NEw dIGS! 
Noelle is an 18-year old Rottweiler – yes 18 – who frequently 
wandered out of her backyard, putting herself at risk. VHS’s 
director of farm animal programs Leanne McConnachie found 
her one too many times out roaming the streets, and was 
concerned for her safety, particularly at night. 

“I didn’t want to come home one day and find she had been 
hit by a car or eaten something dangerous from a garbage bin,” 
said McConnachie, “So, I approached her guardians and talked 
to them about surrendering her to Senior Animals in Need 
Today Society (SAINTS). They agreed, saying they had difficulty 
taking care of her now.” 

SAINTS is an end-of-life sanctuary for senior and special needs 
animals that have no where else to go. SAINTS kindly made 
room for Noelle at their already full facilities, and she is doing 
just great. SAINTS director Carol Hine said “She is a wonderful 
dog and she loves her time out in the barn and goofing around 
in the pond. She is hugely affectionate and sweet as they come 
and has had no trouble at all in settling in. She is bright and 
cheerful and has great manners in every way. She is already a 
big favourite with all of the staff and volunteers and I think we 
are all big favourites of hers too.” 
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MEMORIAL

Thank you to the following people who have honoured 

the memory of loved ones with a gift to help animals: 
Esther Lee, in memory of Lucky; 
Wendy & John Fouks, in memory of Mitzi; 
Judy Werts, in memory of Cole; 
Dale Stromberg, in memory of Axl; 
Anonymous, in memory of Andrea Rosato-Taylor; 
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Walter; 
Barbara Kirton, in memory of Molly Kirton; 
Krista Moroz, in memory of Olie; 
Anne Stanley, in memory of Maggie; 
Anonymous, in memory of Mo; 
Florence Webber, in memory of Captain William Webber; 
Jody Read, in memory of Chris McGillivray; 
John & Judy Hudson, in memory of Keesha; 
Lisa Marie Gillies in memory of Margaret Porter; 
Theodora Carroll, in memory of all my dogs, cats, horse 
and guinea pig; 
Colin and Laura Jackson in memory of all the billions of 
abused chickens that deserved better lives; 
Jaye Murray, in memory of Charlie, the gentle giant; 
Maxine Ricards in memory of the 100 sled dogs killed in 
Whistler.

bIRTHdAyS, CHRISTMAS ANd CELEbRATIONS 
Anonymous, in honour of Yuan-Li Wang, Jyy-Wei Kuo, 
Chih-Hsien Kuo, and Chih-Yuh Kuo; 
Edith Richard, in honour of Laurie and Bart Bates-Frymel; 
Theresa Williamson, in honour of Laurie Bates-Frymel 
and Bart Frymel; 
Lisa Boyce, in honour of Douglas Todd Boyce; 
Tom Bates, in honour of Laurie Bates-Frymel & Bart 
Frymel; 
Wendy Hadley, in honour of Kristen Larson; 
Gayle Poznikoff, in honour of David Jones; 
Heather Johnston, in honour of Graham, Hilary, Alex & Skippy; 
Fearn Edmonds, in honour of June Humphreys; 
Larraine Lamb, in honour of Leah Miller; 
Larraine Lamb, in honour of John & Lillian Lamb; 
Larraine Lamb, in honour of Andrea & Brick Miller; 
Blair Plumridge, in honour of Bernadene Plumridge; 
Anne Thorvaldson, in honour of Adam Thorvaldson; 
Wendy Hadley, in honour of Kristen Larson; 
Gail Harmer, in honour of Dr. LePitre and the  

West End Veterinary Clinic; 
Freda Betker in honour of all our animal friends; 
Anonymous in honour of Pam & Fred Bergman.

bUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS:

Nirvana Metaphysic and Healing Centre; 
Kama Natural Soap; 
UBC Faculty of Education Book Sale Committee; 
City Wide Financial Corporation; 
Frank Hurt Secondary School;  

Urban Impact Recycling.

Thank you to the following businesses within the Lower 

Mainland who sold our holiday cards or collected 

donations through the Christmas season: 

 
In the Raw: Food for Dogs and Cats 
Barking Babies 
Buddha-ful Café 
Cambie Animal Hospital 
Care Animal Wellness Clinics 
Finlandia Natural Pharmacy 
Halfmoon Yoga 
Karmavore 
King George Animal Hospital 
Mosquito Creek Veterinary Clinic 
Three Dog Bakery 
Tisol Pet Nutrition & Supply Stores 
True Carnivores 
Vancouver Vet Hospital 
Village Pet Food & Supplies

A major thank you to Canadians for Ethical Treatment of 
Food Animals (CETFA) for so generously supporting our 
ChickenOUT! campaign this coming year.

OUR dONORS… are the best. Thank you to all of you 

who gave so generously through the Christmas season. 

Some of you were even kind enough to sign up as 

monthly donors, which is vital for the stability of VHS. 

As everyone knows, it’s been a challenging time for 

charities, and VHS is no exception. The animals we help 

need us – thank you for enabling us to be there for them.

d O N AT I O N S  &  T H A N k  y O U s
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public hearing in Abbotsford, VHS 
director of farm animal programs Leanne 
McConnachie pointed out a number of 
omissions and inconsistencies in the 
data BCEMB submitted to defend their 
proposal for more caged eggs.

The upshot is that the BCEMB has agreed 
to increase provincial cage-free production 
from 12 per cent (already the highest in 
Canada) to 15 per cent in the next year 
– or 90,000 more hens than last year. 
That means that of the 2.6 million chicks 
destined for B.C. egg farms this year, 
390,000 of them won’t have to spend 
their lives in a cage. That’s the equivalent 
of the entire human population of Victoria! 
And although it’s discouraging to think 
about the 2.2 million hens that will 
not be free, what keeps us going 
is the 390,000 lives that we DO 
change for the better. 

did Farm Industry 
Review board 
ChickenOUT!?
When the BC Farm Industry Review 
Board (BCFIRB) recently ruled on the 
BC Egg Marketing Board’s (BCEMB’s) 
proposal to increase the amount of hens 
in production in B.C., did they let some 
chickens out of cages? Yes. Did they let 
enough chickens out? No.

In our last newsletter, we told you 
about how VHS had made several, 
lengthy written and verbal submissions 
in response to the BCEMB’s proposal, 
asking them to transition a higher 
percentage of the planned increase to 
cage-free production in order to phase 
out battery cages. At the September 

If you would like to know more about the 
specifics of the BC FIRB decision, contact 
Leanne at 604-266-9744 or email 
leanne@ 

Eggstra Eggstra, read all about it!
EGGS TAKE CENTRE STAGE IN THE MEDIA

VHS’s Leanne McConnachie with hens at UBC farm 
PHOTO CREDIT: Martin Dee

Eggs were big news this past year. There were several stories about 
the BC Egg Marketing Board preventing cage-free farmers from 
producing more eggs to meet demand, but taking centre stage was 
the salmonella outbreak and massive egg recall in the U.S. This 
prompted U.S.-based Center for Science in the Public Interest to 
interview VHS to determine if the same situation could occur in 
Canada. The story “walking on Egg Shells” ran in the November 
issue of their Nutrition Action Healthletter and was circulated to 
over 100,000 households in Canada. 

And, when VHS issued a national press release in late December 
about our 2010 poll results (see left), the story was picked up 
by more than 15 North American media sources – newspapers, 
magazines, and finance and agriculture websites. Prominent stories 
ran in the Vancouver Sun and The Western Producer (Canada’s 
largest agricultural newspaper). In fact, the Western Producer 
ran a very positive, full-page feature on the story, suggesting that 
agribusiness is keen to read about the growing consumer demand for 
more humane farming methods.

  To view these and other news stories, visit our  
   website at http://www.chickenout.ca/  
    news.html

Politicians take note!
Thanks to funding from the Vancouver 
Foundation, VHS was once again able to 
commission a national poll on Canadians’ 
attitudes toward the humane treatment of 
farm animals. Given that both a provincial 
and federal election are looming in the near 
future, party candidates might be interested 
to know that 65 per cent of Canadians and 
68 per cent of British Columbians said a 
politician’s stance on the welfare of farm 
animals could affect their vote.

In terms of who is the most compassionate, 
British Columbians led the way for a third 
year in a row, with 80 per cent saying they 
would be willing to pay more for farm animal 
products that were certified to humane 
standards by a third party organization, and 
72 per cent supporting a ban on battery 
cages for egg-laying hens. The national 
average for each of these questions was 72 
and 68 per cent respectively.

A total of 1,009 Canadians were surveyed 
from Nov. 18th through Nov. 21st, 2010. The 
ten-question poll was conducted by Harris/
Decima, one of Canada’s most established 
names in public opinion and market research. 
For more information about poll results, 
contact Leanne at 604 266 9744.

vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
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Help animals and cut your tax bill
VHS: A FEdERALLy REGISTEREd CHARITy

Supporting VHS will help animals, and 
reduce your taxes!

The Vancouver Humane Society is a 
federally registered charity (BN 8897 
13178 RR 0001), and as such, issues 
tax receipts to donors wishing to offset 
their tax bill. 

The first $200 you donate is eligible for 
a federal tax credit of 15 per cent on the 
donation amount. The tax credit increases 
to 29 per cent of the amount over $200. 
This means that when making a $1200 
donation, the first $200 costs only $170 
and the remaining $1000 costs $710.

Donations must be made by December 
31st to be claimed against your income 
for that year.  However, you can carry 
forward any donations you do not claim 
in the current year. See the CRA website: 
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/dnrs/
svngs/2-eng.html, for further information.

In addition to cash donations, charitable 
gifts to VHS can take many different 
forms.  Publicly traded securities 
that have appreciated in value can be 
donated, and you will receive a donation 

receipt equal to the fair market value of 
the securities. This would negate having 
to report a gain on your income tax 
return.  

Donors can also name a charity as the 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy and 
receive donation receipts for premiums 
paid.  The proceeds of the insurance 
policy will pass directly to the charity and 
will avoid probate fees.

The VHS has an endowment fund held 
by the Vancouver Foundation – the VHS/
Norma Berridge Fund, the income from 
which helps support our work.   You 
can contribute to this fund by calling 
the Vancouver Foundation at 604-688-
2204 or via their website at http://www.
vancouverfoundation.ca/agencyfunds/
agencyendowments.asp.

Charitable donations are also an 
important part of estate planning because 
they can reduce the tax burden on the 
estate. They can be for a specific sum 
of money, a percentage of an estate, or 
a specific piece of property. The donor’s 
estate receives a donation receipt for the 
value of the gift. 

RRSPs and RRIFs can be left to charity, 
and the resulting tax credit can offset or 
even eliminate the tax payable on them at 
the end of the donor’s life.

If you have any questions, we can help.  
Call the office at 604-266-9744 and 
ask for Debra, or email me at debra@
vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

State’s alternative hunting club. Formed in 
2000 by off-duty animal rights activists.”) 
to the Church of the Earth church 
group, formed to get into Marine World 
for half price (and later kicked out for 
standing and ‘praying’ loudly during the 
performance)

Everyone who ever met Bob took away a 
valuable lesson. In spite of the horrors 
perpetrated against animals, he never gave 
in to despair. He just kept on steadfastly 
pointing out the obvious with uncanny wit 
and a healthy dose of common sense.

Excerpt from newspaper, circa 2003: “A 
man wearing an elephant suit was arrested 
outside the San Diego Zoo yesterday 
for dumping manure on the street and 
blocking traffic. At noon, (Bob) Chorush 
unloaded a large pile of horse manure 

bob spent his life 
fighting for animals
To say that Bob Chorush left the world 
a better place seems trite. But it’s true. 
Bob died on January 2, 2011, at the 
much too tender age of 63.

Bob stood for kindness. He pursued his 
vocation with imagination, energy and 
irreverence, but above all, with humour. 
He lived life to the fullest – he was an 
editor with Rolling Stone, a civil rights 
activist in Mississippi, a vegan store 
proprietor in Vancouver and a PETA 
staffer in Virginia. 

Within the animal rights movement, his 
pranks were legendary - from his Field 
of dreams Hunting Club (“Washington 

on the street and locked himself in the 
truck. Half an hour later, a tow-truck 
operator unlocked the door. ‘I’m going to 
be in jail for awhile’ Chorush said as he 
was led to a patrol car in handcuffs. ‘But 
those elephants are going to spend the 
rest of their lives behind bars.’”

To quote a mutual friend, “I can’t imagine 
a world without Bob Chorush.” 
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Thank you to the Capers Whole 
Foods Market on West 4th Ave. for 
including VHS in their CommUnity 
Chest Program. From October through 
December, when customers used their 
own grocery bags, they could request a 
bag discount or donate the 10 cents to 
VHS. The Kitsilano store raised a record 
$2,964 for VHS! VHS staff were on-site 
November 19th to introduce ourselves 
and our ChickenOUT! campaign to 
store customers. And in case you didn’t 
know it already, Capers/Whole Foods 
Market stores sell ONLY cage-free eggs! 

4 Good Reasons
why you should remember animals in your will

Helping sick and injured 
animals.

Speaking out for animals 
in captivity.

Publicly opposing the 
cruelty of rodeo.

Working hard to get  
chickens out of cages

AGAinst ALL AnimAL cRueLty!

Gifts from wills make up nearly half of VHS’s income. We do not receive any government funding and so rely 
on bequests and donations to fund our work. Without gifts from wills we simply could not continue our work for 
animals now and in the future. Please remember us in your will.

Nice Shoes, opening in March at 3568 
Fraser Street in Vancouver, will offer 
ethically-minded people a new shopping 
destination for stylish footwear and 
accessories.

All merchandise in the store will be free of 
animal by-products, including leather, silk, 
and wool. The owners also plan to carry 
shoes, belts, neckties, and bags that are 
eco-conscious and not  
produced in sweatshops. 

Leather is a major “co-product” of animal 
agriculture (the skin accounts for 10 
per cent or more of an animal’s value) – 
basically subsidizing cruel farming and 
slaughter practices while at the same 
time polluting the air and water with 
caustic chemicals used in the tanning 
process. 

The owners say that “being nice is 
more than just saying please and 
thank you. Being nice is about living 
compassionately and making positive 
change in the world.” Being nice can 
start with a single step, especially if 
you’re wearing some stylish, nice shoes.

www.gotniceshoes.com 
Contact: info@gotniceshoes.com

THANk yOU
Capers whole Foods Market!

NEw VEGAN SHOE STORE OPENING
www.gotniceshoes.com
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RAISING THE bARRE HELPS RAISING THE bARN

barre Fitness – Yaletown’s exciting new fitness studio – 
raised $325 for VHS during the month of January. Barre 
Fitness is an invigorating one-hour workout that combines 
ballet, pilates, strength and flexibility training. Every 
Sunday they collect a minimum $10 donation from all 
participants in their “Raising the Barre” class. We felt it 
was only fitting that the Raising the Barre proceeds go to 
support our new Raising the Barn campaign. Thank 
you to all the staff and members at Barre Fitness!  
www.barrefitness.com

Pipeline threatens wildlife 
by PAUL C. PAQUET, SENIOR SCIENTIST, RAINCOAST 
CONSERVATION FOUNdATION & CHRIS GENOVALI,  
ExECUTIVE dIRECTOR, RAINCOAST CONSERVATION FOUNdATION

Although rarely considered, many human activities deprive wild 
animals of their life necessities by destroying or impoverishing their 
surroundings, causing suffering of individuals through displacement, 
stress, starvation, and diminished security.  Yet, the notion that animal 
welfare applies to wildlife has escaped most people, including animal 
welfarists and conservationists alike.

In June 2010, Enbridge Inc. filed its application for the Northern 
Gateway Project with Canada’s National Energy Board.  The proposed 
$5.5-billion project includes two parallel pipelines running 1,172 
kilometres over the rugged Coast and Rocky Mountains between an 
oil sands refinery hub near Edmonton and the West Coast seaport of 
Kitimat, B.C. 

One of the lines would carry oil sands crude to the Pacific coast for 
export to energy-hungry Asian markets.  The other would bring in 
condensates, which are used to dilute heavy oil sands crude so it can 
flow more freely in pipelines.  Super tankers, each carrying up to two 
million barrels of the world’s dirtiest oil or condensate, would thread 
their way through precarious coastal waters to the open ocean while 
emitting tons of pollutants into the coastal environment.  Over time, 
catastrophic oil spills on land and water would be inevitable.

To determine if the project is in the public interest and should be 
allowed to proceed, the National Energy Board (NEB) is conducting 
hearings to assess the economic, social, and environmental impacts 
of the proposed pipeline development.  These are the supposed “three 
pillars of sustainable development”, but absent among the pillars 
is any consideration for the welfare of wild animals affected by the 
construction, presence, operation, and maintenance of the pipeline, 
or by the shipping of oil by supertankers.  By using the faulty three 
legs of the stool as a model for sustainable development and decision 
making, the NEB perpetuates the myth that the environment is 
something apart from welfare of animals, humanity’s economy, and 
our social well-being.  Humanity is once again placed outside the 
environment and the welfare of other species is completely ignored.

Why is there no concern about the pain, fear, suffering and 
even death that wildlife will endure if the pipeline is approved?  
It is largely because we place a higher priority on economic 
growth than on environmental health and the welfare of other 
species.  To date, the human enterprise has proceeded with 
inadequate moral guidance, characterized by a blatant disregard 
for non-human animals and the environment that sustains all 
species.  In general, one set of ecological and ethical principles 
has applied to humans and another to the rest of nature. 
Consequently, most of the cost of human dominion is being 
borne by other species.

The same human activities driving the current extinction crisis 
are also causing suffering, fear, physical injury, psychological 
trauma, and disease in wild animals.  These damages are well 
beyond and in addition to what might occur naturally. Human-
caused environmental degradation and the associated suffering 
of animals should be of concern for conservationists and animal 
welfarists 
alike.  As a 
species we 
must garner 
the political 
will to 
exercise self–
control and 
to show a bit 
of humility.

Oil spills - catastrophe for wildlife 
PHOTO CREDIT: Raincoast Conservation Foundation


