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T H E  V A N C O U V E R  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R

by Debra Probert

Yet again, our McVitie Fund for sick and 
injured animals has received a tremendous 
boost from a donor who has a commitment to 
animal well-being that is truly admirable. The 
James A. and Donna-Mae Moore Foundation 
is reaching out to VHS donors with another 
Challenge Grant, this time for an amazing 
$20,000!  

This means that your donation to the 
McVitie Fund will be doubled, matched by 
the above foundation, until we reach our 
goal of $20,000. All donations directed to 
the McVitie Fund are used for spay/neuter 
and emergency medical help for animals in 
desperate need of assistance. In our Happy 
Endings section (pages 6-7), you’ll see just a 
few examples of the many animals who have 
been brought back to health and wellness with 
assistance from VHS in the last few months.

This grant will once again honour the 
memories of two very special women through 
The Irene Joy Stewart and Florence Maud 
Shedden Endowment for Domestic and Wild 
Animal Welfare, held by the above foundation. 
Irene Joy Stewart and Florence Maud Shedden 
were sisters and compassionate animal lovers 

who believed that mankind should respect 
at all times and in all ways life forms 
other than our own. 

The Endowment established in their 
memory perpetuates their benevolent 
values by helping animals in need.   
VHS is extremely grateful!

Send your donation today and it will be 
doubled to help more desperate animals 
in need!

Story: Happy Endings continued on Page 6 & 7

Hit by a car, Hummer is on the mend, thanks to VHS.
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VHS’s Leanne McConnachie and Dr. Ian Duncan with happy chickens.

pecking and lots of shavings for dust-
bathing. Those hens that were outside 
sought shelter in shaded areas, while 
others took pleasure in checking out the 
new visitors, curiously pecking at our 
pants and shoelaces.

Dr. Duncan said the barn interior 
represented one of the best free-run 
systems he had seen, and he was 
particularly pleased with how bright it 
was inside the barn. “Most free-run barns 
are quite dark, but with the white canvas 
above, there was no need for artificial 
light,” he said. Both Drs. Duncan and 
Fraser were impressed with the amount 
of foraging and dust-bathing area. As Dr. 
Duncan stated, “you can see how much 
pleasure they derive from dust-bathing. 
It’s an important aspect to their physical 
and emotional welfare.” Dr. Fraser said 
the highly enriched system inside the 
barn provides a good indoor environment 
for the birds and constitutes a good 
cage-free alternative. He said he looked 
forward to returning when the outdoor 
area has been more fully developed with 
shade and a more diverse environment 
for the birds. 

A grading station is connected to the 
barn, moving eggs from the nest boxes 
along a conveyor belt to the grading 
and washing area. The eggs are then 
instantly packed into the cartons we see 
on grocery store shelves. Rabbit River 
also contracts with seven other certified 
organic and SPCA certified egg farms in 
the Lower Mainland. The facility grades 
approximately 15,000 dozen eggs   
per week.

Rabbit River’s new barn was completed 
in 2009. It resides on eight acres of land 
and currently holds approximately 5000 
Hy-Line Brown hens. The exterior farm 
land has some native grasses for pasture, 
with more grasses, crops and dust-bathing 
areas to be added by the fall.

Inside the barn, Easterbrook installed a 
multi-tiered open housing aviary designed 
by Vencomatic, a company headquartered 
in the Netherlands. The space inside the 
barn exceeds current organic requirements 
of 1.8sq.ft per hen, as the hens actually 
enjoy 2.30sq.ft per hen. 

The barn provides an extensive dust 
bathing area, secluded areas for the 
hens to lay their eggs–a fundamentally 
important feature to hens – and ample 
drinking nipples and feeding troughs. 
There are pop-holes every 25 feet so the 
hens can venture outside and explore as 
they please. There is also a large conveyor 
belt that runs under the tiered perches 
and feeding troughs which separates the 
hens from their manure and removes it 
from their living area. 

The day we visited was particularly warm 
for May, so many hens elected to stay 
inside the barn where it was cooler and 
where there was plenty of activity to keep 
them occupied – nesting, eating, drinking, 
foraging, oyster shell and hay bales for 

By Leanne McConnachie

Earlier this spring, I was having coffee 
with Dr. David Fraser, a professor with 
UBC’s graduate studies in animal welfare. 
We were chatting about the lack of cage-
free egg supply in BC, and VHS’s goal 
to transition much of B.C.’s battery cage 
egg production (regular eggs) to cage-free 
(specialty) production, which includes 
free-run, free-range and organic. 

When Dr. Fraser expressed his concern 
that some free-run barns offered worse 
welfare for hens then some caged 
systems, I invited him to visit a local 
farm that, in my opinion, offered idyllic 
free-run housing. When we learned that 
renowned poultry welfare scientist, Dr. 
Ian Duncan, would be in town in May to 
meet with the BC SPCA, we decided that 
both professors and both organizations 
would make the trip together.

We visited Rabbit River Farms in 
Richmond, which is B.C.’s largest 
producer and grader of specialty eggs 
and is both a B.C. Certified Organic and 
SPCA Certified Farm. Although owner 
Steve Easterbrook offers his hens plenty 
of free-range outdoor access, the barn 
interior also satisfies all the behavioural 
and physical needs of hens, and serves as 
an excellent model for free-run operations 
to emulate. 

A visit to Rabbit River Farms
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But now I realize that, just because the 
eggs were few and invisible in the baked 
naan, it didn’t justify using cheaper eggs 
from caged hens. If we were so concerned 
about our chicken on our menus being 
free range and medication free, then why 
not our eggs? It’s a lesson I’ve learned--to 
agree to a principle doesn’t mean much 
unless you work towards taking action on it.”  

VHS continues to send letters to local 
chefs, asking them to make the switch 
to cage-free eggs (preferably BC Certifi ed 
Organic or BC SPCA Certifi ed). While 
the cage-free issue is on their minds, 
remember to drop off one of our Cage-Free 
Egg Request cards (see below) to the chef 
or manager. Let them know this is not just 
a request from VHS – it is also what their 
customers want. 

Reminder: if you would like a listing of all 
Vancouver area restaurants that currently 
buy and serve cage-free eggs, send us a 
request to info@chickenout.ca or call  
604.266.9744

Vij’s and Rangoli 
restaurants – on West 
11th and Granville Street 
in Vancouver – are the 
latest to make the switch 
to cage-free, organic 
eggs. VHS spoke with 
co-owner Meeru Dhalwala 
last year, asking if they 

would consider using free-range eggs. 
Because the restaurants used eggs only 
for their naan bread, which is given free 
with the meal, Meeru temporarily shelved 
the request for a later time when it would 
be more cost effective.  

This spring, Meeru put organic curried 
devilled eggs as an appetizer on Vij’s 
menu. When they started to buy a 
substantial amount of eggs per week, it 
only made sense to switch the naan eggs 
to organic as well. And customers are 
loving the new appetizer.  

“In retrospect, I’m not sure why I didn’t 
just make the switch earlier. I guess 
when we were using so few eggs, and for 
something that we gave away for free, it 
didn’t seem like a big business priority. 

New cage-free egg 
request card
If you’d like to see your favourite 
restaurants and bakeries go cage-free, 
or reduce their use of eggs, contact our 
offi ce for a copy of our new “Cage-Free 
Egg Request Card”. Take these wallet-
sized cards with you when you dine or 
shop and leave it behind with the owner, 
chef, baker or manager. Please contact 
the offi ce for your copies. Help us help 
the chicken OUT!

Over 90% of Canada’s eggs come from 
hens confined in cruel battery cages.Hens suffer in cages.According to a 2009 Harris/Decima

opinion poll:
•   72% of Canadians are willing to
    pay more for humanely produced
    food.

•   63% of Canadians support a
    legislative ban on battery cages.

Will YOU help the chicken OUT!?

Dear Owner/Manager,
Please use cage-free eggs from
certified organic farms where
hens roam free, can engage in
natural behaviors and are not
confined in cages.
What are your options?Find out more atwww.chickenout.ca

Chicken

VHS urges bakeries to 
go cage-free
Seeing the successful examples set 
recently by Vij’s restaurant, and by Terra 
Breads last fall, VHS is now contacting 
Vancouver’s bakeries to encourage them 
to switch to cage-free eggs, or don’t use 
eggs at all. 

If you’re looking for bakeries that use 
free-range eggs, or that offer many vegan 
products, try The Spelt Bakery,  
2141 East Hastings or Panne Rizo,  
1939 Cornwall Ave. Their products can 
be found in many stores, restaurants and 
cafes in Vancouver. 

Help us spread the word and ask 
your favourite bakery to make a more 
compassionate choice. Talk to your 
baker or call us for your “Cage-Free Egg 
Request” card today!

Vij’s goes cage-free!
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The market and festival season has arrived 
and VHS staff and volunteers have geared 
up for another busy season of tabling at 
events and farmers’ markets around the 
Lower Mainland, thanks to funding from the 
Vancouver Foundation. 

In May, we had a display booth at both the 
Annual Wellness Show and EAT! Vancouver 
at the new Vancouver Convention Centre. 
These two events draw huge crowds every 

Cage-free vs.   
certified organic 
Some of our supporters have asked why 
our bus ads and other literature promote 
certified organic eggs, and not just cage-
free eggs. You have asked “Isn’t all cage-
free a good thing?” 

In a perfect world, where the animals’ 
welfare comes first, yes. A well-managed 
free-run or free-range farm would offer the 
kind of behavioural enrichment and “five 
freedoms” that the best of egg farming 
has to offer. For example, even a free-run 
barn (no access to the outdoors) could 
offer hens good welfare by providing, in 
addition to the basics of food, water and 
shelter, access to perches or tiered levels 
to exercise their limbs, private nesting 
areas, adequate areas and materials for 
dust-bathing and foraging and sufficient 
space per hen to roam. (This is particularly 
the case in harsher climate areas.) Farms 
that are meeting such standards generally 
have no problem allowing people on their 

year, with 29,050 at the Wellness 
Show and 38,972 at EAT! Vancouver, a 
whopping 26 per cent increase over last 
year’s attendance. 

We also participated in the Burnaby 
Hats Off Day Parade and Festival, and 
the Kitsilano and the West End farmers’ 
markets.

Look for us at various farmers’ markets 
over the summer – including Ambleside, 
Dundarave, Haney, Langley, Main Street, 
Port Coquitlam, Trout Lake and UBC –
and at the following festivals: 

•  Vancouver Folk Festival at Jericho  
 Beach on July 16th - 18th                        

•  Vancouver Pride Parade on Robson  
 and Denman August 1st                                    

•  Animal Rights Day outside the   
 Vancouver Art Gallery on August 6th                       

•  Under the Volcano Festival at Cates  
 Park on August 8th                                    

•  Justice Rocks Music Festival in   
 Strathcona Park on August 15th

ChickenOUT!  
and about

VHS Event Manager Zoë Peled at EAT! Vancouver.

property or looking inside their barns 
from a viewing area. 

Unfortunately, without third-party, 
independent inspections and audits 
of farms, there is no way to guarantee 
that such standards are being upheld. 
At present, in B.C. the only farms that 
have these regular audits are Certified 
Organic or SPCA-Certified operations. 
This assures consumers that their 
published standards are being upheld 
by program members. And yes, Certified 
Organic farms by definition are free-
range–meaning access to outdoor 
pasture–and on many B.C. farms for a 
minimum of six hours a day. There is 
currently no such thing as a certified 
organic free-run barn, although the 
SPCA does have standards for free-run 
operations.

That is why VHS feels comfortable 
with a message of “buy cage-free, and 
preferably certified organic”. We know 
that a third party had to assess on-farm 
conditions and enforce the standards 
they publish.

If you have any questions, feel free  
to ask! Reminder: if you would 
like a listing of where you can find 
cage-free farms, send us a request 
to info@chickenout.ca

See upcoming 
Global National 
documentary!
Tune in to Global National TV on 
July 28 at 10 p.m. for an important 
documentary on Canadian farm 
animal standards. The one-hour 
documentary is hosted by Global 
National’s Kevin Newman and 
is titled “Revealed: No Country 
for Animals”. The documentary 
identifies where Canada falls far 
behind our European counterparts, 
particularly in terms of living 
conditions and transport issues. 

Bad news
Globally, chicken meat produc-
tion continues to climb, as fast 
economic growth in developing 
countries is lowering poverty rates, 
enabling more people to buy meat. 
American operations are establish-
ing themselves in China, which is 
encouraging foreign investment in 
joint ventures of large-scale opera-
tions at the expense of backyard or 
village production. (www.thepoultry-

site.com, June 10, 2010.)

Declining profit margins in the 
beef industry have resulted in 
larger herds and less personal care.  
“Nowadays, we’ve changed that 
individual cow into a commodity 
and she has become just like a 
bushel of wheat – and that makes a 
big difference in what we do,” says 
veterinarian Dr. Eugene Janzen. 
(Western Producer; May 27, 2010)
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B.C. under the guise of predator control. 
As our province becomes more and more 
industrialized we are seeing species 
such as the mountain caribou and the 
Vancouver Island Marmot becoming 
endangered. Human caused activities are 
to blame for these declines but humans 
are not being blamed – wolves and other 
predators are. It has proven easier for the 
province’s wildlife managers to initiate 

For a list of additional Stampede 
sponsors contact Lauren at  
lauren@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca  
or call 604.266.9744.

To urge the Stampede to drop calf-roping, 
letters can be sent to:

Vern Kimball    
Chief Executive Offi cer  
Calgary Stampede    
Box 1060    
Station M   
Calgary, Alberta    
T2P 2K8

BC government’s 
war on wolves 
continues
Few British Columbians are aware of the 
ongoing and indiscriminate slaughter of 
wolves in our province. For example, B.C. 
resident hunters must apply and pay for 
special permits if they intend on hunting 
geese, deer, elk and many other B.C. 
wildlife species. Yet a resident hunter 
can kill up to three wolves per year with 
no mandatory inspection, reporting or 
permits. A commercial guide outfi tter has 
no restrictions on the amount of wolves it 
is allowed to kill.

This means that the B.C. Ministry of 
Environment does not keep accurate 
track of the human caused deaths of 
B.C. wolves. Increasingly, another form 
of wolf persecution is taking place in 

VHS will be resuming its call for a ban 
on calf-roping at this year’s Calgary 
Stampede (July 9 - 18) with a hard-
hitting ad in local press and a focus on 
Bell Canada, a key Stampede sponsor.

Last year, VHS’s campaign drew 
national media and public attention 
to the plight of calves and other rodeo 
animals used by the Stampede. The 
chairman of the Stampede’s board 
of directors subsequently fl ew out to 
Vancouver to meet with VHS, but made 
no commitment to change the rodeo 
program.  

VHS is calling on Bell Canada to drop 
its sponsorship of the rodeo. (Currently, 
Bell sponsors the steer-wrestling event, 
in which a steer was killed last year.)  
Supporters can help by writing to Bell’s 
chief executive at:

Mr. George Cope    
Chief Executive Offi cer   
Bell Canada    
1 Carrefour Alexander Graham Bell 
Verdun, Quebec H3E 3B3

VHS continues fi ght against calf-roping at Calgary Stampede

P a G e  5P a G e  5P a G e  5P a G e  5

cull programs against predators like wolves 
instead of stopping mining and logging 
projects or curtailing motorized activity 
in the backcountry. This is where politics 
trumps science and wolves are paying for it 
with their lives.

These culls take place, or are being 
proposed right now, in the form of hunting, 
poisoning, trapping, leg hold snares, aerial 
killing and wolf-sterilization. Frequently, 
wolves are trapped and radio collared 
during the spring where they unknowingly 
bring hunters to the pack’s natal den site.  

Wolves are highly social, intelligent and 
sentient animals and they deserve a level 
of protection that respects their important 
role in providing ecosystem health across 
our province.   

Ian McAllister is the executive director of Pacifi c 

Wild, a non-profi t wildlife protection group based 

on the central coast of British Columbia.

B.C. wolves face government slaughter.
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lauren@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca  

To urge the Stampede to drop calf-roping, 

Vern Kimball    

Calgary Stampede    
Box 1060    

Calgary, Alberta    

THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT?

www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
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       Hummer
After Hummer was hit by a car, the prognosis was poor.  
One of his hind legs was badly mangled, and he had 
numerous other less critical injuries. When the first 
vet suggested amputation, and possible euthanasia, 
Hummer’s guardians were broken-hearted. He’s a 
huge, happy and energetic dog and the thought of him 
losing his leg was unacceptable, never mind losing him 
altogether. They started a search for a veterinarian who 
would make an effort to rebuild the leg so this happy 
boy could have a chance at a normal life.

Happily, Hummer’s leg has been repaired, and after two 
months in hospital, he’s recovering at home. He will 
have one last surgery soon. The sympathetic veterinary 
clinic gave many discounts, and everyone there grew 
to love Hummer. Even so, the bill was beyond his 
family’s modest means, so VHS was happy to make a 
contribution. As we were going to press, Dr. Sran at 
Allwest Animal Hospital called to tell us he had torn 
up our cheque and was donating his services. Now that 
money can help another desperate animal!

       Jax 

Jax’s guardian was having a streak of bad luck when the 
gentle two-year-old neutered Pit Bull, suddenly started 
having diarrhoea and vomiting. She rushed her precious 
companion to the vet without even thinking about how she 
would pay the bill. A string of unexpected expenses, including 
repairs to the car she used to get to work, left her broke. VHS 
was able to help and Jax is recovering at the clinic.

       Chief 

A gorgeous, eight-year-old shepherd/lab cross, Chief was 
behaving himself, sitting in his own driveway, when a car 
suddenly swerved off the road and hit him. Chief’s shocked 
guardian couldn’t believe what had just happened! Chief’s 
hip had been badly injured, and his guardian, just finishing 
up his schooling, borrowed from every friend he could to 
help his beloved companion through the emergency. VHS 
helped pay part of the vet bill and Chief is on the mend.  

Happy endings

There are many reasons why VHS feels it’s important to 
put aside a portion of our precious resources to provide 
emergency medical assistance for animals, not the least 
of which is simply to help these beautiful, innocent souls 
recover their health. Another important reason, however, is 
that in most cases, if we didn’t help, these animals would 
have to be given up, or worse. It’s gratifying to be able to 

keep them in homes where money might be lacking; but 
the one thing that’s never lacking is love.

Most of the animals featured in this issue were assisted 
through our Jamie & Punky fund – with the Challenge Grant 
launched by a compassionate donor in the fall of 2009. 
Thanks to everyone who donated, and to the compassionate 
supporter who issued the Challenge!

Photo credit: Zoë Peled Photo credit: Zoë Peled
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       Cricket 

This sweet little girl was rescued along with approximately 
70 other cats from a fi lthy one-bedroom apartment. The 
stench of ammonia was unbearable. There was no food or 
water evident. At less than four pounds, she was very ill, 
not spayed and about a year old. One ear made a rattling 
noise, and a veterinary examination revealed a tumour on 
her eardrum that had completely blocked her ear canal.

After surgery for spaying and removal of the tumour, Cricket 
has become a loving baby who loves to be stroked and purrs 
her reward! VHS helped with her medical costs, including 
her tumour removal.

       Bailey 

A beautiful brown tabby, Bailey was rescued from a 
local “shelter” that had turned into a hoarding situation 
(the owner is now facing cruelty charges). Bailey was 
an extremely sick kitty–he had the calici virus, which is 
extremely contagious and was rampant throughout the 
premises. As a result, his gums were purple and mushy and 
most of his teeth needed to be removed. 

Once he recovered from surgery, he turned into one of those 
cats you can’t ignore! He’s vocal and exudes personality, 
loving nothing more than to cuddle into a neck and provide 
love-nips!

       Karma 

Remember Karma? 
Found at the side of a 
highway in the middle of 
winter, he was rescued 
and nursed back to 
health. Thanks to you, 
here he is today–a happy, 
healthy boy who loves 
life!

       Sailor 

Approximately two years old, this large tabby was also 
rescued from a cat collector. Although he was quite ill and 
tested positive for Feline Leukemia, once removed from the 
fi lthy, crowded apartment, he quickly became healthy.

When re-tested, his test was negative. Cats who test 
positive for feline leukemia often have a transient infection, 
eventually becoming negative and leading long and healthy 
lives. Even when remaining positive, these cats can have 
many years of quality life. 

Sailor has become a valued family member in his new 
home. His guardians say they have never loved a cat as 
much as they love him! All cats deserve this kind of home.
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Photo credit: Zoë Peled

Photo credit: Zoë Peled

Photo credit: Deb Gleason

Photo credit: Zoë Peled

Look for an 
update on our 
Surrey spay/
neuter project 
in our next 
newsletter.



v o l u m e  4 5  f a l l  2 0 0 9

The painful choke
“People are told that they need to 
train by physically dominating and 
“correcting” a dog through physical 
punishment. Although any tool can 
be physically punishing, (i.e. your 
hand, a leash, head halter, even a 
harness, or plain collar) the very nature 
of choke collars, pinch collars, and 
e-shock collars and their corresponding 
mental mindset encourages physical 
punishment.   

“Compulsive training is not new, 
nor is it science-based. It has, by 
its history and tradition, legitimized 
physical punishment. It is a tradition 
of abuse, founded in the belief that 
dogs need to be broken of their bad 
or stubborn behaviours. It is training 
with the emphasis on what the dog did 
wrong. These devices give the human 
permission and encouragement to use 
these punishments.

“The action of choking stops either 
air to the lungs or blood to the brain. 
It also involves some whiplash to the 
spine. People using pinch collars have 
been told they are more humane, as less 
pressure is required to “correct” the 
dog. I have seen dogs with open sores 
on their necks where the points of the 
pinch have gone through their skin. I 

don’t think that is 
more humane.” 

Dakota Bawden-
Tutte, “True 
Carnivores”:  

“When I opened my raw food store over 
ten years ago, I had already decided to 
carry items that were companion animal 
friendly–and that meant that I would not 
be stocking any choke collars.  
I believe that these items are designed 
for the convenience of the person, with 
no thought for the physical welfare and 
emotional well being of the companion 
animal. The use of choke collars 
can result in a myriad of problems, 
(including inducing fear and aggression) 
ranging from pain, to physically 
debilitating injuries to the neck, trachea, 
and larynx. Healthier options that we 

Our choice of on-leash equipment for 
dogs matters. It matters because it affects 
the physical well being of our companion 
animals, our friends. This realization is 
not new, but for many of us in the animal 
advocacy community there is a growing 
concern about the use of choke collars, and 
their consequences. We consulted some 
experts on the subject and this is what they 
had to say:

Dr. Richard L Calland, Veterinary 
Consulting Services:

“I choose to share part of my life with 
dogs because they are such true friends 
and wonderful companions, so how does a 
device intended to ‘choke’ a true friend in 
order to change his/her behaviour remain in 
use in an evolving society?

“The choke collar 
is designed to 
cause trauma to 
tissues and to cut 
off the animal’s 
air supply, 

thereby inflicting pain and temporary 
asphyxiation in order to immediately end 
a particular behaviour, and/or to shape 
desired behaviour in the future–it is simply 
a means to punish the dog. Besides the 
obvious traumatic injury to the muscles, 
esophagus, trachea, and larynx, injury can 
occur to a nerve on either side of the neck 
that over time can result in the paralysis 
of the muscles inside the larynx. This 
can eventually cause a narrowing of the 
passageway for air to reach the lungs. At 
this point only a light choking is necessary 
to achieve the desired effect… success! 
Yes, success based on continuously 
applied trauma to an area of our friend’s 
body, causing degenerative changes which 
weaken the resistance capabilities of the 
beast that needs to be disciplined and 
dominated. We are evolving, aren’t we?”    

Alice Fisher CPDT-KA DOGSmart Training, 
Vancouver: 

“Our choice of training without inflicting 
pain or fear on another being is a conscious 
decision by DOGSmart. We actively seek 
out alternatives by getting an education in 
how dogs learn.    

offer include harnesses with a front 
attachment configuration that helps 
you to gently guide your dog and helps 
to prevent pulling by applying simple 
physics through its design. True dog-
human “obedience” is created with 
patience, consistency, trust, respect, 
and a good understanding of both dog 
and human culture.” 

Dr. Peter 
Dobias, DVM:

“I hope that 
one day, such 
medieval 

torturing devices as choke chains and 
pinch collars will be outlawed and 
seen only on display in museums.

“Some dogs may get such severe 
whiplash like injuries from being 
‘jerked around’ that they can suffer 
severe neck misalignment. A neck 
injury can affect any part of the 
body and if the energy flow deficit is 
severe this can even predispose the 
individual to cancer.

“A harness is the answer. Ideally 
choose a harness that is attached to 
the leash in the front portion where 
the neck connects to the torso,– the 
chest opening. (This distributes 
possible tugs/jerks throughout the 
whole body, and keeps the neck and 
throat free.) Harnesses that have 
the leash attached on the back can 
restrict the front portion of the neck, 
which presses on major veins, arteries 
and the thyroid gland, which is what 
we try to avoid.”  

We are in constant communication 
with our dogs, through our voices, 
our body posture, our eyes, and our 
touch. Good training choices can 
foster friendship, mutual co-operation, 
understanding of each others’ 
interests and confidence at each end 
of the leash. Bad choices – like choke 
collars – achieve the opposite.

v o l u m e  4 7  S u m m e r  2 0 1 0
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B.C.’s eggs will continue to come from 
hens in battery cages. In other words, no 
immediate gains for animal welfare.

Even now that the government and egg 
board know the winners are not able to 
meet production demands on a timely 
basis, there has been no decision four 
months later to re-draw from a qualified 
pool of names. They won’t even allow the 
one farmer who has a barn, experience, 
a contract with a grader, and all the 
necessary organic and SPCA certification 
levels (the one and only farmer who was 
on the waiting list before they instituted 
the lottery) to ramp up production to 
meet local demand. 

We could go on about all the injustices 
of this process and the complaints that 
have been tabled by VHS and other 
stakeholders with the powers that be, 
including Agriculture Minister Steve 
Thomson, Farm Industry Review Board 
Director Jim Collins, and B.C. Egg 
Marketing Board management and staff. 
Comments were submitted before and 
after the lottery took place. Certainly the 
ones submitted beforehand were ignored. 
We can only hope those tabled afterwards 
will influence the process going forward.

VHS will continue to highlight the serious 
flaws that exist in this scheme, and hope 
that with enough public interest and 
pressure, stakeholders can bring about 
the kind of change that government 
and supply management policies are 
intended to deliver: keeping supply in 
line with demand, ensuring fairness for 
all consumers and farmers, and making 
certain that farm animals are raised with 
the respect and compassion that the 
public desires. 

Please join us in making your voice 
heard. The Government has just 
announced there will be opportunities for 
stakeholders and the public to submit 
their comments in early and in late July. 
Call our office for more details. In the 
interim, encourage consumers, grocers, 
restaurants and businesses to buy or 
serve certified organic eggs. 

Note: to learn more about this issue, go 
to http://www.chickenout.ca/news.html  
to view the stories that appeared in the 
Vancouver Sun and on CTV News on  
April 10 and 14 respectively.

Lottery smells like 
rotten eggs
In our last newsletter, we wrote about 
the inadequacies of our egg supply 
management system, and how B.C. 
farmers were being denied the right to 
produce cage-free eggs. We referred to 
a lottery that the B.C. Egg Marketing 
Board was holding on March 1st to 
award newly available and highly 
valuable specialty (cage-free) quota 
to four farmers (3000 hens each). 
We were interested to see what kind 
of transparency and audit trail would 
surround the draw, and which names 
would be drawn.

If we were to ask you to take a guess at 
what happened, and to be as cynical as 
you could, you might guess:

 • there were no appropriate   
  pre-requisites to enter one’s name  
  in the draw

 • the lottery happened behind   
  closed doors

 • farmers who asked to be present  
  for the draw were denied access

 • the few people who were present  
  already had ties to the Egg Board

 • most of the winners have business  
  or family relations to current and  
  former egg board directors

 • most of the winners don’t even   
  own a farm

 • all of the names drawn would be  
  from Abbotsford

 • there are no specified timelines  
  within which the winners are to  
  begin production.

Sadly, your guess would be right… on 
all accounts. 

In reality, the politics and optics of 
the process should not concern VHS, 
since who produces the cage-free eggs 
should not really matter to us, so long 
as the winners practice high standards 
of animal welfare and cage-free 
husbandry. The problem, though, is 
that none of the winners are barn-
ready. Therefore the cage-free quota 
will not be put into production for at 
least 1-2 years, and 88 per cent of 

Sad day for animal 
welfare in B.C.
The decision by Crown Counsel 
on June 15 not to proceed with 
animal cruelty charges against the 
Mountain View Conservation and 
Breeding centre over the death of 
a giraffe outraged many people 
across the province.

Despite an intensive investigation 
by the BC SPCA and its 
recommendation to press charges, 
Crown said there was not a 
substantial likelihood of conviction.

The investigation focused on 
Jerome the giraffe, whose hooves 
were so overgrown that he often had 
to rest on his knees because it was 
too painful for him to stand. The 
SPCA had ordered Mountain View 
to have Jerome’s hooves trimmed 
and gave the centre four weeks to 
comply, which Mountain View failed 
to do. A vet then advised the SPCA 
that Jerome’s hooves would need 
to be treated within five days or 
he would need to be euthanized.  
Jerome was subsequently sedated 
in order to trim the hooves but died 
during the procedure.

Marcie Moriarty, the BC SPCA’s 
general manager of cruelty 
investigations, said, “The situation 
should never have reached such a 
critical stage of suffering that SPCA 
intervention was necessary – there 
is just no excuse for it.”

VHS issued a press release express-
ing its shock at the decision, stating 
that “Jerome the giraffe died unnec-
essarily and yet it appears no one will 
be held to account for his death.”

This is the second time Crown 
Counsel has declined to proceed 
with charges in a high-profile case 
regarding a zoo animal. In 2006, 
Crown deemed that it “was not 
in the public interest” to proceed 
with charges against the Greater 
Vancouver Zoo over its treatment of 
Hazina, the zoo’s baby hippo.
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Memorial

Thank you to the following people who have made 
donations in memory of a loved one:
Val & Cliff Adams, in memory of Osha;
Sheryl Smith, in memory of Gypsy;
Kim Capri, in memory of Bart;
Judith Lerner, in memory of Jeff Lerner;
Anne Stanley, in memory of Big Foot;
Rhonda Henningsen, in memory of Shantie;
Nora Christensen, in memory of Dodger;
Margaret Blom in memory of Spot & Jocelyn R;
Katharine Dill in memory of Charlie Dill;
Dorothy Clarke in memory of Shantie;
June Humphreys, in memory of Midnight & Tiger;
June Humphreys, in memory of Cargo & Brianna;
Paul M. Champagne, in memory of Doreen Dashner;
Leotta Douglas, in memory of Doreen Dashner;
Mary Garcia, in memory of Cathy Campbell.

Birthdays and Celebrations

Anonymous in honour of Patryce Kydd; 
June Humphreys, in honour of Fearn Edmonds; 
Don & Sylvia Timmins, in honour of 
Barb Wrinkle’s birthday.

A special thank you to the following 
businesses that support our work, either 
with employee donations or in-kind gifts  
or services: 

Kama Natural Soap
TELUS
Cambie Animal Clinic
InDesigns
Who’ll Let the Dogs Out
Choices Markets
SilverCity Riverport
Festival Cinemas
Empire Theatres
Vancouver International Film Centre
Pacific Theatre
Urban Fare
Caper’s

A special thank you to TELUS for its 
Employee Charitable Giving program. 
Every year, TELUS encourages employees 
and retirees to contribute to the charity of 
their choice, and then TELUS matches the 
contributions dollar for dollar. In 2008, the 
total to VHS was a whopping $5614!  

TELUS also runs a Dollars for Doers 
campaign, giving a donation to charity when 
their employees volunteer in the community. 
Thank you TELUS, and TELUS employees 
and retirees!

Another special thank you to URBAN 
IMPACT RECYCLING for offering their 
services to VHS for only $1.00 per year!

United Way

Many donors contribute at their place of 
employment through the United Way – and 
we’re very grateful. We do not receive the 
names of individuals, but we know where 
you work! Thank you to employees of the 
following:

Department of Justice Canada;
Fisheries and Oceans Canada;
ICBC - Lower Mainland;
Indian & Northern Affairs Canada;
Office of the Superintendent of Financial  
 Institutions;
Public Safety Canada (Burnaby);
RCMP “E” Division - Lower Mainland;
Sierra Wireless, Inc.;
University of British Columbia;
Accenture Utilities BPO Services;
Catalyst Paper Corporation, Head Office;
Citizenship & Immigration Canada;
Coast Capital Savings - Administration   
 Corporate HQ;
Washington Marine Group.

Donations & Thank Yous
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By Sandra Enticknap, Partner, 
of the law firm of Miller 
Thomson LLP

A great way to help the Vancouver 
Humane Society and reduce the 
potential income taxes payable in your 
last tax return is to donate to VHS in 
your Will.  

Unless you have left all your assets 
to your spouse, upon your passing, 
you not only have to pay tax on the 
income you earned during the year 
up to the date of your death, but also 
on the increase in the fair market 
value of your investments and other 
property (with some exceptions, like 
your principal residence) and on the 
balance in your RRSP or RRIF.

However, a great way to reduce the tax 
is to donate to the VHS. The Income 
Tax Act provides that gifts made to 
a charity, like the VHS, by Will are 
deemed to have been made before 
your death and therefore the tax 
receipt can be used in your last tax 
return to reduce the tax.

There are a number of ways to donate 
in your Will. You can leave a specific 
amount, like $10,000. You can leave 
a share of the residue of your estate, 
like 10 per cent. You can leave a 
specific asset.  

Another way to leave a gift and reduce 
the taxes is to instruct your executor to 
make a gift to VHS that is large enough 
to reduce your taxes in your final return 
(and possibly in your previous year’s 
return) to nil. A sample clause is as 
follows:

This is a very useful clause but it should be used with caution. You do not want 
to inadvertently reduce your intended gifts to others by use of this clause. You 
should not use it without first reviewing it with your own legal and tax advisors 
to determine its suitability for your unique personal, financial and tax situation. 
This wording is offered as a draft- with the understanding that neither the 
author nor VHS is providing legal or other professional advice.

We encourage you to consider a gift to the VHS in your Will and to discuss your 
desire to do so with your own legal and financial advisors.

Donate to VHS in your will and reduce your income taxes!

my Trustees shall determine the income 
tax payable by my estate at my death (my 
“final T1 Tax”) and shall determine the 
income tax payable or paid in the year 
immediately preceding my death (“my 
Preceding Year Tax”) and shall pay a 
legacy to the vancouver Humane Society 
(the “Society”) which will be equal to the 
lesser of: 

a) such amount which will reduce my final 
T1 Tax and my Preceding Year Tax to nil or 
as close to nil as possible; and  

b) $ (maximum dollar amount you intend 
to give) 

Provided that in any event, I would like to 
make a minimum gift of $ to the Society

-  Instructs your Executor to calculate how  
 much tax you owe in the year you pass away,  
 plus how much you paid in the previous year 

    

-  Donates just enough to eliminate your taxes  
 in the year of your death & the previous year 

-  Gives you the ability to set a maximum  
 donation amount 

-  Gives you the ability to set a minimum  
 donation amount 
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VHS also welcomes a new face, Zoë Peled, who joins us 
this summer as our part-time Event Manager. For the past 
two years, Zoë has worked with “The Cheaper Show” – an 
annual, one-night-only art exhibition and sale – as their 
Associate Producer & Volunteer Coordinator. Zoë also 
volunteers with SAINTS, an end-of-life sanctuary for  
senior and special needs animals. Zoë takes over from 
Andrea Farmer, who has moved to a full-time position with 
her current job – Thanks for all your work Andrea and best  
of luck!

New and familiar faces
Once again, VHS is fortunate to have received a grant from 
Service Canada to hire two students to help us out over the 
summer. 

Joining us again is Laura Page, who worked with VHS 
last summer. Laura just completed her second year at the 
University of Guelph. Another familiar face is Vincent Sy, 
a UBC student who worked with VHS two summers ago. 
We are so pleased to have them back helping with our 
campaign work in the office, and representing VHS at all of 
our summer outreach activities. 
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