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Vancouver Humane Society

Mission
The Vancouver Humane Society is 

dedicated to exposing animal abuse 
and assisting individuals, businesses 

and governments to end animal 
suffering, cruelty and exploitation.

Vision
The Vancouver Humane Society 
envisions a future in which humanity 
recognizes and respects the inherent 
rights and needs of all animals – a 
society in which all animal cruelty is 
unacceptable and animal protection is 
valued and acted upon by the public 
and its policy makers.
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Our 30th Anniversary

On November 21, VHS celebrated 30 years of helping animals 
with a reception at UBC’s Allard Hall. More than 100 of our 
friends and supporters attended, with many participating in a 
silent auction that raised $3443 for our work. 

VHS executive director Debra Probert spoke to the assembled 
guests about VHS’s history, thanking the many people who 
contributed to our success, including founder Ingrid Pollak. She 
also described the need for organizations like VHS: “I‘d just like 

to remind you why we’re here. We’re here because we all know 
and care that every day animals are suffering because of human 
carelessness, thoughtlessness and greed. It’s up to us to speak 
for them.”

VHS would like to thank everyone who attended the event and 
give special thanks to animal behaviourist Rebecca Ledger, who 
gave a fascinating presentation on the emotional complexity of 
animals.



Laura Brown
Director

June Humphreys
Director

Rebeka Breder
Director

Vancouver Humane Society – INFRASTRUCTURE

Human Resources and Infrastructure

In January, VHS appointed Anna Pippus as Special Project 
Director to help establish our Go Veg campaign. VHS appointed 
Amy Balcome as Office Assistant in October. VHS purchased a 

new colour photocopier/scanner for the office, which will 
support administration and communication work. 

 
 

Frances Kelly
Director

Andrew Jackson
Director

Marjorie Brown
Director

Board Development & Strategic Planning

Three VHS directors left the board during 2015: June Humphreys, Laura Brown 
and Andrew Jackson. We thank them all for their dedicated service. Marylee 
Davies joined the board as a director in July.

In November, board members and staff attended a strategic planning day during 
which a facilitator engaged all participants in a structured session designed to 
establish priorities and processes for a new VHS strategic plan. The day was very 
successful and a comprehensive plan for 2016 was produced as a result.
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Vancouver Humane Society – INFRASTRUCTURE

Finances & Fundraising

VHS benefited from a challenge grant from an anonymous 
donor, which supported our emergency veterinary assistance 
program, and also received grants from the Vancouver 
Foundation, the Animal Welfare Foundation of Canada, 
Humane Society International/Canada, the Jewish Community 
Foundation and the Eden Conservation Trust. 

We raised $35,371 from participating in the annual 
Scotiabank Charity Challenge walk/run thanks to great work by 
VHS staff, directors, sponsors and volunteers.

Other fundraising initiatives included:

• Establishment of a VHS gift card program called Fundscrip.

• Participation in the Whole Foods Community Chest program.

• Fundraiser via apparel company sales of T-shirts, with $8 
of each purchase donated to VHS.

• Graze Restaurant fundraising dinners in August and October.

• Participation in Giving Tuesday on December 1.

• Students at St. Thomas More Collegiate held a donut 
fundraiser, collecting $330 for VHS.

Thank you to all our donors and fundraisers for their generosity. 
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Vancouver Humane Society – COMMUNICATIONS

Communications

VHS had 58 pieces of media coverage during 
the year and five opinion editorials published in 
various media outlets. We also had 15 letters to 
the editor published. We produced three 
newsletters (distributed to 2700 supporters and 
used at events and other distribution points), 
sent out 24 Action Alert emails and published 
43 blog posts on our website. We introduced an 
electronic newsletter, which was issued three 
times during the year, and made considerable 
use of social media to engage with supporters 
and the wider public.

In April and May, VHS ran a provocative ad on 
the back of Vancouver Translink trolleys. The ad 
questioned why public attitudes toward the 
welfare of farm animals differ so much from 
attitudes toward companion animals.
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Vancouver Humane Society – COMPANION ANIMALS

Emergency Veterinary Assistance Project

During the year, VHS was able to help 155 animals needing 
emergency veterinary care, from treating painful abscesses to 
mending broken limbs. VHS also covered the cost of spaying 
and neutering 69 cats and dogs. Stories of some of the animals 
we helped in 2015:

Sophie: VHS received a call from a woman who had rescued a 
white cat she found lying in the street and clearly in need of 
help. The cat was skin and bones, had no identification and had 
been declawed. Her fur was matted and dirty. She had fleas and 
ear mites crawling in and out of her ears. The woman knew she 
had to help and as she picked her up off the street, the cat 
immediately began purring. She took the home cat (naming her 
Sophie), but did not have the resources to take her to the vet 
for the urgent medical attention she so desperately needed. She 
reached out to VHS for help. Due to the generous support of 
VHS donors, we were able to cover Sophie’s medical bill and 
she’s now well and safe. Best of all, she has a permanent home 
at the Central Park Animal Hospital, which has adopted her as 
their clinic cat!

Wallace: A young Maltese, Wallace was a beloved companion 
and family member to his guardian, who was on a fixed income. 
Wallace began having issues with his throat and his caregiver 
became quite worried. A vet visit determined he had an 
infection in his trachea and required medication to clear it up. 
His caregiver needed help covering the cost of medications and 
VHS donors stepped in to help get Wallace on the mend. 
Wallace’s guardian is overjoyed to have his friend healthy and 
happy again.

Iskut: A handsome Australian shepherd mix, Iskut was living as a 
stray in a rural community, where a woman volunteering in the 
area rescued him after he began following her. Having spent her 
summer volunteering to help others, she had limited funds and 
needed a bit of help herself in getting her newfound companion in 
for an initial check-up, vaccinations and neutering. Thanks to 
VHS’s wonderful supporters, we were able to help out this Good 
Samaritan and her new pal.

Denny: Denny found his way into the home and heart of his 
guardian 10 years ago, after an acquaintance of hers could no 
longer take care of him. Over the years, his friendly personality 
had and many amazing qualities had brought much joy to her life. 
Denny had experienced his share of medical issues during that 
time, including surgery on his ear and a tail amputation due to an 
abscess. This year, he urgently needed a lump removed and 
required dental cleaning, his caregiver could not afford. She 
reached out to VHS for help and we were able to get this sweet 
boy get the vet care he needed.

Milo: Five-year-old Milo was full of personality! His guardian 
told us that he was a real “talker” and loved her kids. Somehow 
he managed to hurt his paw, yelping to alert his family, who 
rushed him to the vet. It was determined he broke a toe, but 
the vet also found cysts on his neck and foot that needed to be 
removed. His guardian was on a fixed income and needed help 
covering Milo’s vet costs. Thanks to VHS, Milo’s paw was 
successfully treated and his cysts removed – much to his 
family’s relief.
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Vancouver Humane Society – ANIMALS IN ENTERTAINMENT

Rodeo

In February, the Luxton Rodeo in Langford, B.C. was cancelled, 
following a three-year campaign by VHS and Victoria Citizens 
Against Rodeo Events (VCARE).

The campaign, which gained support from local people in 
Langford and from animal lovers across the country, had called 
for an end to cruel rodeo events. VHS would like to thank 
everyone who supported this effort — this is your victory.

The demise of Luxton is another sign that British Columbians 
are turning against the cruelty of rodeo. A 2013 public opinion 
poll by Insights West found that 56% of B.C. residents are 
opposed to rodeos, with only 38% in favour of them. On 
Vancouver Island, 63% were opposed to rodeos.

The cancellation of the Luxton Rodeo is the second blow to the 
rodeo industry in recent years. In 2007, after a long campaign 
by VHS and other animal advocates, the Cloverdale Rodeo 
announced that it would discontinue four key events: calf-
roping, steer-wrestling, team-roping and wild cow milking. 

VHS also convinced the City of Vancouver to ban rodeos 
in 2006.

VHS continued its campaign to raise awareness of animal 
cruelty at the Calgary Stampede. We launched an online 
petition calling on CBC Sports to stop broadcasting the 
Stampede rodeo and chuckwagon races, which gained more 
than 11,000 signatures. We had 21 pieces of media coverage 
related to the Stampede, including an interview on CBC 
Radio’s As it Happens program. VHS also wrote to the UBC 
Alumni Association to complain about its promotion of a trip to 
the Stampede for alumni.

The Vancouver Sun became the first daily newspaper in Canada 
to take an editorial position against rodeo, in an editorial 
referencing our campaign.

VHS began correspondence with sponsors of the Abbotsford 
Agrifair Rodeo (urging them to withdraw support for the rodeo) 
in preparation for a full campaign against the event in 2016.
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Vancouver Humane Society – MEATLESS MONDAY

Meatless Monday and Promotion of Plant-based Diet

In February, we launched our Meatless Monday initiative to 
encourage schools and post-secondary institutions to promote 
meatless menus one day a week in their cafeterias. During the 
year, Langara College and Trinity Western University joined the 
movement and several secondary schools had shown interest 
in the project. 

We published a Meatless Monday leaflet and other promotion 
materials, as well as providing information online and through 
digital media – including emailing meatless recipes to people 
signing our online Meatless Monday Pledge. Over the summer, 
VHS worked with the Vancouver School Board to develop a 
“how-to” guide for introducing Meatless Monday into schools, 
which was distributed to school administrators and teachers 
across the district.

VHS also promoted humane eating at the Eat! Vancouver Food 
& Cooking festival in May at BC Place and also at Vancouver’s 
Veg Fest in July. We brought the same message to Argyle 
Secondary School’s Sustainability Fair and Simon Fraser 
University’s Food Education Day in February.

In April, VHS also met with members of the Vancouver Food 
Policy Council to discuss Meatless Monday and arranged to 
provide further information on the initiative.

In June, a poll commissioned by VHS found that 33 percent of 
Canadians, or almost 12 million, are either already vegetarian 
or are eating less meat. That figure includes eight percent who 
identify as vegetarian or mostly vegetarian, as well as 
25 percent who state that they are trying to eat less meat. 
VHS shared the poll results via social media, attracting 
considerable attention.
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Vancouver Humane Society – FACTORY FARMING

Battery Hens 
(ChickenOUT! project)

VHS obtained figures from the Overwaitea Food Group for the 
sales of eggs during the piloting of new cage-free signage in 
their stores (produced in partnership with VHS). There were 
moderate increases in cage-free egg sales and OWFG planned 
to continue with the signage.

Other animal welfare issues 
addressed by VHS

VHS continued to remind the public via local media than no 
charges had been laid in the Chilliwack dairy farm cruelty case 
of June 2014. We also raised the issue directly with Crown 
Counsel and wrote a letter to the B.C. Attorney-General, 
expressing our concern about the unusual delay. By the end of 
the year, Crown Counsel had still not announced a decision 
on charges. 

In August, VHS responded to the death of a red panda at the 
Greater Vancouver Zoo and was quoted in several media outlets.

In November, VHS responded to reports that retailer Kit & Ace 
was selling a hat made with fur from a raccoon dog (which they 
had labelled as Asiatic raccoon). VHS was quoted in several 
local and national media outlets.
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Financial Statements
December 31, 2015 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society



Notice to Reader
On the basis of information provided by management, 
we have compiled the statement of financial position of 
Vancouver Humane Society as at December 31, 2015 and 
the statements of operations and changes in fund balances 
for the year then ended.

We have not performed an audit or a review engagement in 
respect of these financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no assurance thereon.

Readers are cautioned that these statements may not be 
appropriate for their purposes.

Chartered Accountants

Burnaby, British Columbia 
March 8, 2016
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Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2015 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11) 

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2015 2014

ASSETS

CURRENT

Cash $ 257,005 $ – $ – $ 257,005 $ 187,597

Recoverable from government authorities – GST 1,999 – – 1,999 1,485

Prepaid expenses 2,152 – – 2,152 3,653

261,156 – – 261,156 192,735

INVESTMENTS 245,441 – – 245,441 191,261
CAPITAL ASSETS 
(net of accumulated amortization) – 10,881 – 10,881 12,483

$ 506,597 $ 10,881 $ – $ 517,478 $ 396,479

LIABILITIES AND 
NET ASSETS

CURRENT

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 19,307 $ – $ – $ 19,307 $ 15,612

Payable to government authorities – payroll deductions 3,690 – – 3,690 4,694

22,997 – – 22,997 20,306

FUND BALANCES – page 13

Unrestricted 483,600 – – 483,600 343,690

Internally Restricted – 10,880 – 10,880 12,483

Externally Restricted – – – – 20,000

483,600 10,880 – 494,480 376,173

$ 506,597 $ 10,880 $ – $ 517,477 $ 396,479

APPROVED BY THE DIRECTORS:

__________________________________Director ____________________________________Director
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Statement of Operations
Year ended December 31, 2015 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2015 2014

REVENUE

Receipted contributions $ 340,829 $ – $ – $ 340,829 $ 323,956

Un-receipted contributions 127,677 – – 127,677 71,293

Interest and other revenue 15,973 – – 15,973 9,231

Gain on sale of investments – – – – 29

484,479 – – 484,479 404,509

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits 122,631 – 5,000 127,631 135,630

Veterinary medical costs 43,131 – – 43,131 26,880

Newsletters and direct mail 27,502 – – 27,502 17,826

Animal welfare general 8,078 – 15,000 23,078 13,631

Rent, repairs, and maintenance 16,638 – – 16,638 18,228

Outreach and resource materials 10,399 – – 10,399 9,065

Office and miscellaneous 6,637 – – 6,637 4,567

Meetings, events, and conferences 3,761 – – 3,761 787

Amortization – 3,065 – 3,065 3,613

Website 2,328 – – 2,328 1,741

Loss on disposal of capital asset – 1,129 – 1,129 –

Insurance 1,000 – – 1,000 937

242,105 4,194 20,000 266,299 232,905

FUNDRAISING EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits 23,105 – – 23,105 16,044

Newsletters and direct mail 12,854 – – 12,854 5,909

Fundraising expenses 5,905 – – 5,905 6,192

Office and miscellaneous 4,350 – – 4,350 2,017

Rent, repairs and maintenance 1,040 – – 1,040 1,139

Website 197 – – 197 113

$ 47,451 $ – $ – $ 47,451 $ 31,414



General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2015 2014

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits $ 21,931 $ – $ – $ 21,931 $ 18,247

Legal and accounting 15,216 – – 15,216 14,330

Meetings, events and conferences 5,964 – – 5,964 1,169

Rent, repairs and maintenance 3,120 – – 3,120 3,418

Office and miscellaneous 4,074 – – 4,074 4,282

Insurance 1,300 – – 1,300 1,245

Amortization – 767 – 767 903

Website 50 – – 50 28

51,655 767 – 52,422 43,622

TOTAL EXPENSES 341,211 4,961 20,000 366,172 307,941

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE 
OVER EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 
– page 13 $ 143,268 $ (4,961) $ (20,000) $ 118,307 $ 96,568
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Statement of Operations – continued

Year ended December 31, 2015 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)
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Statement of Changes in Fund Balances
Year ended December 31, 2015 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2015 2014

Fund Balances – Beginning of year $ 343,690 $ 12,483 $ 20,000 $ 376,173 $ 279,605

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over 
    expenses – page 15 143,268 (4,961) (20,000) 118,307 96,568

Interfund transfer 
    for capital asset purchases (3,358) 3,358 – – –

Fund Balances – End of year – page 12 $ 483,600 $ 10,880 $ – $ 494,480 $ 376,173



Vancouver Humane Society
303 – 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2

Phone: 604-266-9744
Fax:  604-266-1311
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
Web: www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Staff
Debra Probert, Executive Director
Peter Fricker, Projects and Communications Director 
Emily Pickett, Program Coordinator
Anna Pippus, Special Projects Director
Amy Balcome, Office Assistant
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