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Help us fight factory farming

VEGGIE BOOKLET WILL HELP REDUCE MEAT CONSUMPTION
It’s a fact: reducing meat consumption saves
animals from suffering on factory farms.
Millions of chickens, pigs and cattle needlessly
face misery and slaughter in Canada because of
the demand for meat.

Ebony’s Emergency!
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No one wants these animals to suffer but
people do want to know how they can eat more
humanely and make a difference. That’s why
VHS wants to produce a uniquely Canadian
booklet designed to help people reduce meat
consumption and save farmed animals. We
know that giving people this kind of information
works. For example, it has been calculated that
for every 100 leaflets distributed on a college
campus a minimum of 50 animals a year are
spared a lifetime of misery on a factory farm.

That’s one animal spared for every two
leaflets distributed!
Generous VHS supporter Jamie Lee has
already stepped up to the plate by issuing
a challenge to everyone who cares about
these animals. She’s promised to double
every donation we receive to cover the cost
of publishing the booklet, up to $2000. If
we reach that target, it means we can print
14,000 copies.
This booklet is vital to our efforts to help
Canadians move toward a cruelty-free, plantbased diet. It will not only explain why a
shift to a plant-based diet is needed but also
provide tips on how to make a start on going
meat-free. And what’s more, we’re going to
recruit an army of volunteers to distribute
the booklet as widely as possible.
Your donation will help us fight factory
farming!

Rodeo on the RUN
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Documentary maker sheds light on captivity at Vancouver Aquarium
LOCAL FILMAKER DISCUSSES CONTROVERSIAL RESCUE & CAPTIVITY PROGRAM
Local filmmaker Gary Charbonneau has
created a controversial documentary
on the Vancouver Aquarium’s rescue
and captivity program. Two screenings
of the film, Vancouver Aquarium
Uncovered, were held recently and Gary
plans to continue sharing the film in
order to help educate the public on the
issue of captivity.
VHS interviewed Gary about his new
film. Here’s our Q&A:
VHS: Was there a defining moment
or a catalyst that inspired you to get
involved in the issue of cetaceans in
captivity?
Gary: While attending a public hearing
on cetacean captivity I became
suspicious and concerned with the
remarks and comments being made
by the Vancouver Aquarium and their
associates.
VHS: What do you want to be the
biggest take away for those who see the
film?
Gary: A better understanding of
conservation, rescue and rehabilitation
and a demand for greater transparency.
A conservation centre such as the
Vancouver Aquarium cannot have a
higher infant death rate than in the
wild nor should they have a breeding
program that, in my opinion, has not
aided wild cetaceans in their 50 year
existence. This is completely contrary
to conservation itself. As a city we need
to define what this term stands for
and further our understanding of the
programs at the aquarium.
VHS: What do you think has spurred
the change in public sentiment over the
captivity of whales and dolphins?
Gary: The film Blackfish really
exposed the lengths aquariums go
to in deceiving the public for profit.
In my research I’ve also realized
the connections that go far beyond
the inner circle of North American
aquariums. I have professors,
re-searchers and biologists still
contacting me today providing facts,
data and personal experience on this
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lucrative captive business. Even more
disheartening is most have asked me
not to mention their names because
they fear the power this industry
has. I’ve also noticed this with news
media as well. I’ll ask everyone right
now, has anyone heard anything of
this film on TV, radio or newspaper?
The answer is no because they won’t
touch this. Thus far all have turned
down mentioning my film. One reporter
told me I’m going to have a hard time
because they’re interconnected to the
aquarium whether through business
or advertising. It’s quite sad actually
because it’s the whales and dolphins
who are suffering.

will also provide increased space,
depth and a more natural environment
for those cetaceans who cannot
survive in the wild. There are people
who oppose the idea of sea pens or
ocean sanctuaries but let’s not forget,
there was a time when there were no
elephant, primate or big cat
sanctuaries and look at their success
today. Furthermore, all of these were
also thought to be impossible, with
strong opposition.

VHS: What do you suggest the public
can do to help with this issue?

Gary: The infant death rate! Absolutely
unbelievable, this literally stunned
me and everyone who’s seen the film.
It is completely unconscionable for
the Vancouver Aquarium to call itself
a conservation centre when its infant
death rate is astronomically higher than
in the wild, this makes no sense.

Gary: The public doesn’t realize they
are the answer. Around the world these
aquatic circuses are not only ending,
they’re being banned. This is due to
public pressure. Vancouverites need to
have their voices heard and force the
aquarium to update its model.
VHS: There’s been talk recently that
Vancouver might be the ideal site for
the world’s first sea sanctuary - a place
for captive cetaceans to go if released
from marine parks but unable to survive
in the wild. What are your thoughts on
that idea?
Gary: Sea sanctuaries are the future
for rehabilitation and release. They

VHS: In your research for the film, what
did you find most disturbing about the
captivity issue? What did you find most
inspiring?

The most inspiring is the proof that
aquariums who have moved away
from captivity are doing better
financially, provide higher levels of
education through technology and
interactivity and have demonstrated
true conservation efforts. Aquariums
such as Monterey Bay in California,
Ripley’s Aquarium in Toronto, Shaw
Ocean Discovery Centre in B.C. are a
few examples.
For more info about the film and future
screenings:
www.vancouveraquariumuncovered.com
www.facebook.com/
VancouverAquariumUncovered

M c Vitie Fund saves lives
HAPPY ENDINGS FOR COMPANION ANIMALS WHO NEED OUR HELP!
One of VHS’s most important projects is our emergency medical care for needy animals (the McVitie Fund).
There is so much need, but few resources, and we simply cannot imagine not doing our part for these innocent animals. Of course, we
agree that people should not be able to adopt pets if they can’t provide a life-time of veterinary care. However, whatever the reason they find
themselves in trouble, we try to think of the animals’ needs. To hear the gratitude from someone confined to life in a wheelchair when their
beloved animal is relieved of their pain is truly moving.
A generous anonymous donor has issued another Challenge to VHS supporters. Every donation to the McVitie Fund up to $20,000 will be doubled!
That means twice the animals will be helped with your donation.

EBONY
Ebony found herself in trouble after
she managed to find and eat rat
poison. Her guardian rushed her
to the vet, but her fixed income
meant she couldn’t cover the entire
bill. That’s when VHS supporters
stepped in! Ebony’s caregiver
appreciated the help in making
sure she received the care she
needed. She told VHS that Ebony
was especially bonded to her kids
and always listens for her son’s
scooter at the end of the school
day. Ebony’s story also serves as
a reminder about the danger of
rat poison – Please use humane
methods to handle unwanted
guests!

Iskut
This handsome Australian
shepherd mix was living as a
stray in a rural community, where
a woman volunteering in the
area rescued him after he began
following her. Having spent her
summer volunteering to help
others, she had limited funds and
needed a bit of help herself in
getting her newfound companion,
who she named Iskut, in for an
initial check-up, vaccinations
and neutering. Thanks to VHS’s
wonderful supporters, we were able
to help out this Good Samaritan
and her new pal.

MILO
Five-year-old Milo is full of
personality! His guardian tells
us that he loves to talk and loves
her kids. Recently, he somehow
managed to hurt his paw. His
yelping alerted his family and
they rushed him to the vet. It was
determined he broke a toe, but
the vet also found cysts on his
neck and foot that needed to be
removed. His guardian has a fixed
income and needed help covering
Milo’s vet costs. Thanks to VHS,
Milo’s paw is on the mend, his
cysts removed and his family was
grateful for the support!

LIZZY
Lizzy’s caregiver became
concerned when she noticed the
gray tabby losing a lot of weight
over a short period of time.
She took her to the vet, who
determined Lizzy suffered from
hyperthyroidism. Her guardian is
on disability due to severe arthritis
and PTSD, which Lizzy helps
her deal with. She needed help
covering the cost of medication to
control Lizzy’s condition. Thanks to
VHS supporters, Lizzy was able to
receive the treatment she needed.

When you donate to the McVitie Fund, you cause a ripple of happiness – first to whoever at VHS answers the phone, because he/she is able to
say “Yes!”; then to the distraught animal guardian at the other end; third to the animal who needs the help; and lastly, to the veterinarian we
use who has offered his or her services to our clients at such a reduced rate. That’s a lot of happiness!
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Meatless Monday goes to school
POST-SECONDARY SCHOOLS JOIN THE GROWING MEATLESS MOVEMENT

School is back and we at VHS couldn’t
be more excited (sorry, kids)! You’ll
recall we launched our Meatless Monday
program this past spring, which even as
the school year was winding down, was
well-received by students in the Lower
Mainland. Two post-secondary schools
(Langara and Trinity Western) joined the
growing movement and several secondary
schools expressed interest in bringing the
initiative to their cafeterias this fall.
Over the summer we worked with the
Vancouver School Board (VSB) to develop
a flyer that served as a “how-to” guide
for bringing Meatless Monday to school
cafeterias. The flyer also draws attention
to society’s over-consumption of meat,
which has forced animals into factory
farms, where their lives are characterized

Tell Canadian Tire to
stop selling cruel glue
traps
VHS is calling on Canadian Tire stores
to stop selling glue traps for rodents.
Many of our supporters have emailed
and called us to express their concerns
about this product after seeing them
on Canadian Tire store shelves.
Please sign our online petition at
http://tinyurl.com/pwqt5jy to urge
the company to stop selling these
cruel traps. You can also email Allan
MacDonald, Chief Operating Officer
at Canadian Tire: allan@cantire.com
or write to him at 2180 Yonge Street,
P.O. Box 770, Station K, Toronto,
Ontario M4P 2V8.
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by intensive confinement, cruelty and
suffering. Educating and empowering the
public through an initiative like Meatless
Monday is an important step toward
reducing that suffering and creating a
more humane society.
As the new school year kicked off, the
VSB shared the flyer with every school
administrator and teacher across the
district! VHS commends this support
for Meatless Monday by the VSB, as it
provides individual schools with the tools
and inspiration to start heir own Meatless
Monday initiatives.

Meatless Monday at your school,
workplace or in your community, contact
Emily Pickett:
emily@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca.
Don’t forget to take the Meatless Monday
pledge at
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/
meatless-monday/#pledge and receive a
weekly recipe/tip to help you start your
week off right!

We look forward to helping more students
take action to reduce animal suffering
by bringing Meatless Monday to more
classrooms and cafeterias this year!
If you’re interested in implementing

Glue traps cause extreme animal
suffering because they trap mice
or rats in a sticky substance from
which they can’t escape. The result
is that they die a long, slow death
of starvation, dehydration and
exhaustion. One distraught caller
related listening to a mouse scream as
he tried to escape the glue.
The best way to deal with rodent
infestations is to alter the habitat
so it’s no longer attractive to them.
This means carefully closing off every
possible entry point (after you’ve
safely removed the animals) so it’s
inaccessible. Then install ultrasonic
pest repellers to keep them out.
Excluding wildlife is the kindest way
to live alongside them. But as an

absolute last resort, a snap-trap is less
inhumane than a glue trap or poison
(which also causes an excruciatingly
painful death). Snap-traps kill
instantly. If you use them, you should
always identify the species prior to
undertaking any control. Mice and rats
will require different sizes of trap to be
effective, and identifying the species
will help guide the appropriate trap to
use.

We’ve got rodeo on the run
VHS IS MAKING HEADWAY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST RODEO CRUELTY IN BC
We’re changing hearts and minds in the
battle against rodeo cruelty in B.C.
A new public opinion survey by polling
company Insights West shows that 62%
of British Columbians are opposed to
using animals in rodeos. That’s up six
percentage points from a 2013 Insights
West poll on the same issue, which
showed 56% opposed.
The new poll also found that only 32%
of B.C. residents are in favour of using
animals in rodeos, down from 38% in
2013. Clearly, public opinion is moving
against rodeo.
Back in 2005, an Ipsos-Reid poll
commissioned by VHS showed
that a majority (61%) of people in
B.C. supported rodeos and 32%
were opposed. The times they are
a-changin’!
The new poll also showed that even in
Alberta, home of the Calgary Stampede
and the heartland of rodeo, only 55%
of residents are in
favour of using animals
in rodeos. A strong
minority, 39%, are
opposed. Our annual
campaign against
animal cruelty at the
Stampede is having an
impact.

an e-campaign that saw more than
1300 people email the Agrifair to urge
them to drop cruel rodeo events. Many
more contacted a list of rodeo sponsors
on our website, asking them to stop
supporting rodeo.
VHS ran anti-rodeo ads on two Fraser
Valley radio stations and had media
coverage in the Vancouver Sun and
on the popular news website Vancity
Buzz. We also made good use of social
media, reaching thousands of people in
the region with information and images
detailing the animal cruelty on display
at the Agrifair.
Meanwhile, we launched an online
petition calling on CBC Sports to stop
broadcasting the Calgary Stampede
rodeo and chuckwagon races, which
garnered more than 11,000 signatures.
VHS had 21 pieces of media coverage
related to the Stampede, including
an interview on CBC’s As it Happens
program regarding our petition.

VHS has worked hard to expose
inhumane rodeo events in the media,
gaining substantial coverage every year.
This year, the Vancouver Sun became
the first newspaper in Canada to take
an editorial position against rodeo,
stating that:
“The Vancouver Humane Society for
years has been leading the charge
against rodeo events such as calf
roping, steer wrestling and chuckwagon
racing, based on a premise that these
activities subject animals to fear,
pain, stress and the risk of injury or
death, for no greater purpose than the
entertainment of spectators.”
We’re going to continue that charge and
with your support we know we can win.
As these polls show, people are waking
up to the cruelty involved in rodeo and
they want it to end.

VHS has been
campaigning against
rodeo cruelty for many
years, helping to end
calf-roping, steerwrestling and teamroping at the Cloverdale
Rodeo, securing a
ban on rodeos in the
City of Vancouver and
partnering with Victoria
Citizens Against Rodeo
Events to put an end
to the Luxton Rodeo on
Vancouver Island.
This summer, VHS also
turned its attention to
the Abbotsford Agrifair
rodeo. We launched

This horse at the Abbotsford Agrifair rodeo does not want to buck
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Order a calendar
and help animals
Need a 2016 calendar for yourself or as a gift for that hard-to-please
special someone? We have just the one for you!

VHS 30th
Anniversary
Celebration!

Artist Grazyna Wolski of North Vancouver has donated some beautiful
art calendars to VHS. She’s best known for large-scale floral paintings
reflecting her love of nature, and her calendar is a tribute to that love.
Featuring 12 months of gorgeous flowers, her calendar will brighten any
space in your home or office. To order one, call the office or check out
the calendar on our website. We’re asking $15, which includes postage.

Date:
Saturday, November 21st, 6-10 pm

Location:
Lew Forum at Allard Hall
822 East Mall, University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, BC
Join us on Saturday, November 21st, for an
evening to celebrate the Vancouver Humane
Society’s 30 years of protecting animals! Our
staff will share inspiring stories about the
organization’s successes and our exciting
aspirations for the future. Keynote speaker, Dr.
Rebecca Ledger, renowned Vancouver-based
clinical animal behaviourist and animal welfare
scientist, will discuss the emotional complexity
of animals.
Throughout the evening, you will have the
opportunity to meet and mingle with other
animal advocates over delicious appetizers from
Nuba Restaurant, toast VHS with a drink (or
two!), take part in an exciting silent auction, and
so much more!
Tickets are $50 and can be ordered online at:
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/30years.
Don’t miss your chance to celebrate with our
wonderful group of staff, board members and
supporters! Space is limited and attendees
must be 19+ (as per special occasion licence
requirements). Questions? Contact: emily@
vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca.
We hope to see you there!

30
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Thank you Scotiabank!
Thanks to Scotiabank and to everyone who participated in and donated
to the Scotiabank Charity Challenge on June 28, 2015.

YEARS

working towards
a more humane society

This was a record year for VHS – we had more participants than ever
before. Everyone worked hard to raise funds for our programs to help
animals – so hard, in fact, that VHS won the prize of $2,500 for the
second largest average dollars raised per fundraising runner this year!

The total raised was $35,371 – WOW!

D o n ati o n s & T H A N K YO U s
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING WHO REMEMBERED
LOVED ONES WITH A GIFT TO HELP ANIMALS

Thank you to the following corporations and
foundations that facilitate employee donations:

Judy Werts, in memory of Cole;
Holly Vear, in memory of Fynnigan Vear;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Shadow;
Melissa Bubb-Clarke, in memory of the Robins Family;
Mike A. Klonaris, in memory of Andreas Paizakis;
Harry Raftopoulos, in memory of Andreas Paizakis;
Joan Oben, in memory of Kobu Stringer;
Noelle Price, in memory of Bob Neuwenhuis;
Betty Harris, in memory of Gus;
Peter Cass & Jocelyn Creigh-Cass, in memory of Gus;
Margaret Blom, in memory of Bowser & Spot;
Despina Laskaras, in memory of Leo;
Sheryl Smith, in memory of Gypsy;
Paula Khan, in memory of Mr. White and Lucky;
Anonymous, in memory of Gillian Wilson;
Judy Werts, in memory of Sasha;
Linda & Tom Foster, in memory of Sheila Edwards;
Roberta Olenick, in memory of Poppy;
Anonymous, in memory of Lance and Lily.

Vancity Community Foundation
TELUS
United Way
Provincial Employees community Services Fund
WorkSafeBC Helping Hands

BIRTHDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS
Thank you to:
Kevin Morin, in honour of Laura’s birthday;
Sheryl Smith, in honour of Gypsy;
Anonymous, in honour of Sarah Webster;
Vincent Jerome Morabito, in honour of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Morabito’s Golden Wedding Anniversary.

And to the following businesses, individuals and
volunteers who support our work with donations or
in-kind assistance:
Pet Solutions, Surrey;
Finlandia Pharmacy;
Urban Impact;
Judy Lerner;
24 pt-helvetica.com (Miles Linklater)
Dante Graphics (Sue McFarlane)
Don Crane of Rush Crane Guenther, Solicitors and
Barristers;
Scotiabank;
Vancity;
Smartsort Mailing Services;
Cathy Morton;
Anna Pippus;
Grazyna Wolski;
Roy’s Copier.

And last but not least! A huge thank you to our
anonymous online donors.
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Lucky Friday is one of
many good reasons to
remember VHS in your will!
Rescued from the streets and certain death,
Friday is now in her forever home.
She needed help and we were there.

Help us be there in the future!
It’s easy. Simply speak to your lawyer and have
the following wording included in your will:
“I give, devise and bequeath to the
Vancouver Humane Society, 303-8623 Granville St,
Vancouver, British Columbia,
a) _____% of the residue of my estate OR
b) the amount of $_____”.
OUR OFFICIAL NAME IS
VANCOUVER HUMANE SOCIEty
303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2

Charitable Reg# BN 8897 13178 RR0001

Our monthly donors are animal heroes!
HELP US PROVIDE HAPPY ENDINGS TO ANIMALS IN NEED
Not only do you enable us to help animals today, but you give us the ability to plan for
tomorrow. If you are not one of these wonderful supporters, please consider becoming one!
Simply send in a void cheque for direct debit, or your credit card information, with the
enclosed donation form. You will conveniently receive one receipt at the end of each calendar
year for all your donations that year.
If you prefer donating online, you can set up a monthly gift at www.canadahelps.org
Thank you for your help in sustaining VHS and our work in the long term!
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