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Double your support for animals!

Jiggy needed surgery and got help from
VHS’s McVitie Fund (story - page 5)

Scotiabank run
pg 3

cage eggs
• hens housed in cages
• natural behavior restricted

EGGciting NEWS!
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Compassion for all
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Our McVitie Fund for sick and injured animals
has once again received a tremendous boost
from a donor who has a commitment to animal
well-being that is truly admirable. The James A.
and Donna-Mae Moore Foundation is reaching
out to VHS donors with a Challenge Grant for
an amazing $20,000!

forms other than our own.

This means that starting right now, every
donation you give to the McVitie Fund will
be doubled! We are hoping to raise $10,000
before September of this year, and then to
reach our $20,000 goal by January,
2013. There are always animals
that need help, so we’re extremely
grateful to the fund and to you,
our fantastic donors, for enabling
us to say “Yes, we can help!”
when we get those inevitable and
often heartbreaking calls.

We need your help – and it will be doubled!
Thank you, on behalf of all the animals we
help!

This grant honours the
memories of two very special
women through the Irene
Joy Stewart and Florence
Maud Shedden Endowment
for Domestic and Wild
Animal Welfare, held by
the above foundation.
Irene Joy Stewart and
Florence Maud Shedden
were sisters and
compassionate animal
lovers who believed that
mankind should respect at
all times and in all ways life

The Endowment established in their memory
perpetuates their benevolent values by
helping animals in need. The VHS, along
with the animals we are able to help, are
extremely grateful!

Egg label pilot a great success!
OVERWAITEA FOOD GROUP CONSIDERING IMPLEMENTATION IN ALL 124 STORES
You may recall reading in our last two
newsletters about VHS’s pilot project
with the Overwaitea Food Group
(OFG) to introduce improved egg label
signage in two of its Save-On-Food
stores between July and December 31.
The sales results are in and the pilot
has been deemed a success!
Implementation in all 124 of OFG’s
stores is now under consideration for
later this year!
OFG experienced a slight growth in
their egg sales in 2011 over 2010 at
the two stores, both pre- and postimplementation of the new signs.
However, post-implementation of the
signs, there was a clear increase in
certified organic egg sales at both
stores as consumers transitioned their
purchases to these more humanely
produced eggs.
OFG is pleased with the improved
margins and positive comments
from consumers and staff, and VHS
is pleased that more customers
are transitioning to cage-free eggs

(particularly certified organic eggs,
which have the highest welfare
standards).
For those of you who may not recall
the details of the pilot, here’s a quick
recap. In addition to signs indicating
free-run, free-range and certified
organic eggs, signs also indicate which
cartons are eggs from caged hens.
This is a first in North America!
The signs also include descriptions
of the hens’ housing environments,
and what natural behaviours were
impacted by the housing-type.
Furthermore, the signs were colourcoded with red for cage eggs, yellow
for free-run and free-range eggs, and
green for certified organic eggs. These
signs were hung to the left and right of
the egg display case.
In the middle of the display case
were hung red, yellow and green
shelf danglers with the words ‘some
concerns’ for cage eggs, ‘better choice’
for free-run and free-range eggs and
‘best choice’ for certified organic eggs.

However, mid-way through the pilot,
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) requested a modification to the
sign wording.
The OFG team quickly came up with
a creative idea to use an image rather
than text. Cage eggs receive one egg,
free-run and free-range receive two
eggs, and organic eggs receive three
eggs. The CFIA accepted and, since
consumers tend to respond better to
pictures than text, it’s a win-win!
The OFG operates more than 120
stores under the Save-On-Foods,
Overwaitea Foods, Urban Fare,
Cooper’s Foods, PriceSmart Foods
and Bulkley Valley Wholesale banners.
To view the signs in person, visit the
Save-On-Foods store in Vancouver at
Cambie and 7th, or on Lakeside Drive
in the City of Nelson.

organic

free-run eggs

cage eggs

• hens free to roam indoors &
outdoors on organic pasture

• hens roam indoors

• hens housed in cages

• free to express some natural
behaviours

• natural behaviours restricted

• free to express natural
behaviours
• organic, vegetarian feed
(antibiotic, pesticide & GMO free)
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Run (or walk) for the animals!
Scotiabank charity challenge - SunDAY, JUNE 24, 2012
Please join VHS, or donate online to sponsor a VHS team runner, on June 24, 2012 as we take part in the Scotiabank Charity
Challenge half-marathon and 5K. This is one of VHS’s most important fundraisers of the year and we need you!!
Hurry! The first twenty participants in the 5k or ten runners in the half-marathon will save money by having their entrance fee
waived.
Register and join the Vancouver Humane Society team!!
•

Register at http://www.eventsonline.ca/events/crs_vanhalf/

•

Choose to fundraise for the Vancouver Humane Society.

•

When you get to the discount section, enter ‘Code/charity challenge pin’ 12VHS to have your entry fee waived.

•

Follow the link in your confirmation email to set up your fundraising page.

•

Decide to run as an individual, create a new team, or join us on the Vancouver Humane Society Team.

If you would like more detailed instructions, go to our website www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca. Thank you!

Why fundraise for VHS?
Every year we help hundreds of animals; from paying for emergency veterinary care for animals whose guardians are
on disability to getting hens out of cruel battery cages. We’re small, but we’re effective!

What if you can’t participate?
You can still help! You can sponsor a VHS runner or the team by going to http://tinyurl.com/88jdelp
Your support means that we can continue with our important work helping animals. Please donate today!
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All species deserve compassion
Animal suffering cannot be ignored

by Donna-Mae Moore
I am always puzzled when asked
to justify my charitable support of
organizations dedicated to animal
welfare when so many human
beings are in need. I simply do not
see relief of misery as an either/
or situation, and I support both
about equally. I believe that all
species deserve respect for their
place in maintaining the miraculous
balance of nature. Each unique set
of characteristics collectively defines
our interdependence. That philosophy
does not then prioritize species in
terms of their relative worth. The
unrelieved misery of one species is of
no greater or lesser importance than
that of another.
Caring about the welfare of animals
does not imply lack of
empathy for humans.
Empathy,
sensitivity
to the

experiences of other living beings,
motivates philanthropy, compassionate
acts of kindness whether directed
toward people or animals. We sow
loving kindness and reap joy and
happiness. We truly are privileged
to care; blessed to be a blessing,
as someone wishing to remain
anonymous once wrote with great
wisdom - and it doesn’t matter whose
suffering is alleviated, animal or
human. All are worthy!
Philanthropic decisions are personal.
Mine are dedicated primarily to the
relief of suffering. Science has now
demonstrated what everyone who
has ever loved an animal knows,
they feel pain and distress. Like
us, they are sentient beings. Being

dominant on earth, however, humans
have the unique obligation to respect
and to protect other species. Should
homelessness, illness or injury,
neglect, abuse, starvation, or any
exploitation causing distress to an
animal go unrelieved because people
are also homeless and too many go to
bed hungry every night? I think not.
Sadly, it is impossible to eliminate all
suffering.
We can all make a meaningful
contribution to that noble goal,
however, by sharpening our awareness
and sensitivity to distress in others.
Imagine our world if everyone looked,
listened, and helped! All have
something to give, and no gift is too
small to help. What matters is the
love with which our gifts are given - a
smile, a kind word; a timely phone call
to authorities to report an animal or a
person in distressing circumstances;
a donation of time or money the list is limited only by one’s
individual imagination and
determination to help the
needy.
Surely there is no more
meaningful experience
than reaching out in loving
kindness to touch a life
in distress - animal or
human!
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M c Vitie Fund saves lives

Photo: Cynthia Mollison

HAPPY ENDINGS FOR COMPANION ANIMALS WHO NEED OUR HELP!

Digby

JIGGY

Digby was a seven-month-old puppy when he was sent away to

Jiggy is a young Staffordshire Terrier. He was being fostered when

be looked after while his guardians were on holiday. At home, he

it became apparent that he was in severe pain. It turned out that

spent most of his time in his crate – he was not allowed out except

Jiggy needed surgery on a previously fractured leg. His foster mom’s

for a few minutes a day. While at the sitter’s, he became happy

situation had recently deteriorated and she was now on a very

and gregarious and when returned to his original family and his

limited disability income. She could not possibly come up with the

boring crate, he was miserable. The sitter asked for him back and

money to pay for the surgery. Together with a couple of other rescue

thankfully, his family agreed. Digby needed to be neutered and his

groups, VHS came through and now Jiggy is resting comfortably at

new guardian, who has agoraphobia and is on a disability pension,

home after the surgery. His foster mom is giving him a forever home

could not afford the surgery. VHS was happy to help out now that

and she is so relieved now that he is no longer in pain and will soon

Digby has a chance at a new and much happier life!

be able to run and jump like the young pup he is!!

LOLA

SUZIE

An affectionate kitten, Lola was just not herself. Her tail seemed to

Once in a while we are asked for help for an unusual animal.

be causing her pain (and she needed to be spayed). Her guardian,

Suzie the rat belongs to a young man with special needs. Suzie

a single mom on very limited income, called VHS for help. We’re

is everything to him – she spends 24 hours a day with him and

always happy to spay and neuter! Lola’s back to her boisterous self

improves his quality of life exponentially. When Suzie’s face

now that she’s received medical care.

became swollen, the boy’s mom called in tears. There was no money
for veterinary care, so VHS helped get Suzie to the vet, where she
received antibiotics and we hope will recover completely.
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D o n a t i o n s & THANK YOU s
BUSINESSES, ORGANIZATIONS & INDIVIDUALS

BIRTHDAYS, CHRISTMAS AND CELEBRATIONS

Remark Design Company
Classy Cat and Dog Dishes
Urban Impact Recycling for donating recycling pick-up;
Scotiabank, for including VHS in the 2012 Scotiabank
Charity Challenge;
Indesigns for hosting our website;
Three Dog Bakery for their Hallowe’en fundraiser benefiting
VHS;
Tevie Smith, Al Cameron and Furniture Direct Sales, for
selling patio cushions with all proceeds to VHS;
Janelle Day et al, at Vancouver Film School for the
compilation album in support of VHS programs;
Bob Barker, for generously providing the intro for the above
album;
Cynthia Mollison, for taking photos of our happy endings
animals;
Kieran Bridge, B.A., LL.B., LL.M. & Owen C. Dolan, Q.C. for
their work on the Kay estate;
Canadians for the Ethical Treatment of Food Animals, for
their support of Chicken OUT! and our Calgary Stampede
campaign;
The CHIMP Foundation for the anonymous donation from
one of their donors;
Capers on West 4th, for their continued support of our work
in 2011;
Vancouver Canucks’ office employees, for helping out with
the distribution of our Christmas cards;
The Society of Notaries Public of BC for the ad in their
newsletter;
United Way of the Fraser Valley (and the individuals who
donate through UW);

Susan & Jim Olsen, in honour of Debra Probert’s birthday;
Jordan Kinder, in honour of Allisa Ali;
Darla Briggs, in honour of Danielle Briggs;
Darla Briggs, in honour of Zoe Brown;
Darla Briggs, in honour of Paul Cummings;
Mark Kamstra and Lisa Kramer, in honour of Debra
Probert’s birthday;
Mike DePaoli, in honour of Kim Brown;
Elizabeth Jones, in honour of Daisy at Christmas;
Anonymous, in honour of Jim;
Philip Tingey, in honour of Elaine Romaniuk;
Dorothy Clark in honour of Christina and David Clark;
Jennifer Perrin, in honour of Margret;
Douglas Nelson, in honour of Julian Benedict;
Anonymous, in honour of Ferris;
Thomas E Bates, in honour of Laurie & Bart Frymel;
Anonymous, in honour of the Honey Family;
Anonymous, in honour of Laurie Bates-Frymel and Bart
Frymel;
Gail Harmer, in honour of the West End Vet Clinic;
Anonymous, in honour of Cindy Lee;
Vera Marton in honour of Christine Schneider;
Shelley Hrditschka, in honour of Kyla Hrditschka;
Larraine Lamb, in honour of Leah Miller;
John Harrison, in honour of Sydney Ribes;
Rosemarie Mimi Benoit, in honour of Marilyn Adams;
Anonymous, in honour of Katherine & Rodney Beaulieu;
Gayle Poznikoff, in honour of David Jones;
Anonymous, in honour of the Schmidt Family;
Anonymous, in honour of Marianna and Gabor;
Chris, Jess and Soleil, in honour of Debra Probert;
Nora Christenson, wishing all creatures a safe, happy and
humane New Year;
Colin and Laura Jackson, in honour of all abused chickens;
Katie Gingera, in honour of Gail Gingera;
John Muir, in honour of Puck;
Anonymous, in honour of Erin Betts-Youdan;
Anonymous, in honour of Dan Whaley and Dani at
Christmas;
Robert Jenkins, in honour of Audrey Jenkins;
Anonymous, in honour of Adam Johnson & Maria Dadiotis;
Vona Priest, in honour of the critters at Cripple Creek
Funny Farm;
Dina Levi, in honour of Rebeka and Pete;
Michael Barkusky, in honour of VHS staff and volunteers;
Statler and Waldorf, in honour of VHS and the animals we
help;
Hinda Avery, in honour of Mary Auerbach, for bringing
Priscilla and others into her life;
Lola Merenda, in honour of Barbara Wrinkle;
Jody Polukoshko, in honour of Marjorie Brown.

The Canadian Association of Chartered Accountants, for
the ad in their national magazine;
Don Crane, Barrister & Solicitor, for his legal advice.
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MEMORIALS

Alternative for Animals
rocking out against animal cruelty

Thank you to the following people who
have honoured the memory of loved ones
with a gift to help animals:

VHS has teamed up with the Vancouver Film School’s Entertainment
Business Management (VFS-EBM) program to launch a music album to
further build awareness about farm animal cruelty.

Jennifer McGlashan, in memory of
Maysie;

The VFS-EBM program educates students on how contracts and
licensing work within the music industry. The seven VFS students
working on the project are from all over the world, with the lead
coordinator, Janelle Day, from Canada. VHS has been working with the
students to come up with an album concept, secure the artists, create
the album title and cover artwork and then launch/market the album
online.

Serena Corraini, in memory of Mark
Seabrook, “Happy trails with Hay”;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Walter;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Bill;
Wendy Fouks, in memory of Falcon;
Fearn Edmonds, in memory of Brandy;
Marina Stamboulieh, in memory of Oscar;
Fariba Rawhani, in memory of Oreo and
Louie;
Anonymous, in memory of Mark Seabrook;
Judy Werts, in memory of Sasha, Cole and
Moe;
Catherine & Barry, in memory of Pepper;
Margaret Twohig, in memory of Ceilidh;

The album – titled “Alternative for Animals” – is composed of indie
alternative rock music. Of the 10 artists, a few are local, and the others
are from across Canada and the US. VHS was also able to secure an
endorsement on the album from Bob Barker of Price is Right fame.
The album will be launched on Earth Day – April 22 - via CDBaby.com.
One hundred per cent of proceeds from downloaded music sales will go
to VHS’s farm animal programs.
Please see both our farm animal campaign web sites - chickenout.
ca and raisingthebarn.ca - for more details, and VFS’s site for details
about their entertainment program: www.vfs.com/ebm.

Louise Dufficy, in memory of Misty;
Wendy & John Fouks, in memory of Flyer;
Roberta Olenick in memory of Taz;
Maggie Flintoff in memory of Sweetie;
Anonymous, in memory of Tiny Bob;
Carol Tracey, in loving memory of our
beloved Dash;
Dave Mitton, in memory of Helen Mitton;
Scott Bruce, in memory of Nana;
Yani & Drew, in memory of Jake;
Muriel Roberts, in memory of Shannon
Marie Hocking;
Dodie Katzenstein, in memory of Lucy;
Theodora Carroll, in memory of all her
wonderful animals;
Mary Auerbach, in memory of Mooschkin;
Jason James, in memory of Lucy;
Kristen Evans, in memory of Fendi;
Hinda Avery, in memory of Priscilla, to
help other animals in her memory.

Registered Charity BN 8897 13178 RR 0001

P A GE 7

Charlie
looked healthy.
But the
breeder lied!
In fact, Charlie was gravely ill.
He needed help and we were there.
Help us be there in the future
- remember VHS in your will.
For more information:
call Debra Probert at 604.266.9744
Vancouver Humane Society
303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Our monthly donors are animal heroes
help us provide happy endings to animals in need
Not only do they enable us to help animals today, but they give us the ability to plan for tomorrow. If you
are not one of these wonderful supporters, please consider becoming one!
Simply send in a void cheque for direct debit, or your credit card information, with the enclosed donation
form. You will conveniently receive one receipt at the end of each calendar year for all your donations in
that year, as well as have the knowledge that you’re helping to sustain VHS over the long term.
Thank you!

#303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2
Phone: 604-266-9744
Fax: 604-266-1311
Charity No. BN 889713178 RR0001
Web: www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Board of Directors:
Liberty Mulkani, President
Laura Brown, Secretary
June Humphreys, Director
Chris Hajek, Director
Rebeka Breder, Director
Jodi Kelleher, Treasurer
Staff:
Debra Probert, Executive Director
Peter Fricker, Projects and
Communications Director
Leanne McConnachie, Director, Farm
Animal Programs

Newsletter: Peter Fricker, Editor
Contributing Writers:
Leanne McConnachie, Debra Probert,
Donna-Mae Moore
Design: Susan McFarlane
Printing: Vancouver Graphics Group
Printed on recycled paper with
vegetable-based ink.

