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Thank you to all of you
who met the Challenge.
With only a few
hours to spare
before the
January 31
deadline, you
donated $10,000
for the McVitie Fund,
which will now be
doubled by the
Irene Joy Stewart
and Florence Maud
Shedden Endowment
for Domestic and Wild
Animal Welfare held by
the James A. and DonnaMae Moore Foundation.
Tonka (pictured here) is just
one of the sweet animals
that we’ve been able to
help because of so much
generosity. A sevenmonth-old miniature
Doberman cross, she
jumped off a deck
and snapped both
of her front legs.
Her guardians
were devastated.
She not only
needed casts,
but also pins
and plates, in
order to save
her legs.

This was
overwhelming
for a family on
a severely limited

income.
They were so
grateful to VHS
for helping
their

You can see
more of the
animals we’ve
helped on
page 4

‘firecracker’
of a dog, so they
could run with her in the
park for years to come!
Another fund, focusing on
spaying and neutering in
Surrey, is the Jamie Lee
and Punky Fund which
helped a further two dozen
animals in 2012. Thank
you, Jamie!

The clever, caring chicken
Chickens are under study everywhere!
Last year, a rather obscure gathering of
scientists took place at the University
of Prince Edward Island. The “Poultry
Welfare Conference September 2012”
was never going to make big headlines
but in its own small way it just might
help alleviate the suffering of billions
of animals.
Dr. Ian Duncan, Canada’s foremost
poultry welfare scientist, told the
P.E.I. conference that there is now
an acceptance that it is feelings that
govern animal welfare and “therefore
feelings that should be measured
when assessing welfare.” Duncan
has designed experiments that “ask”
animals how they feel by measuring
how hard they are willing to work to
obtain or avoid certain stimuli.
For example, he has shown that
hens will work just as hard to find
a secluded nesting place as they
will to get food, suggesting that
the frustration of being denied a
nest is as powerful a feeling as

Defending the defenceless
Rebeka Breder is a valued member of
VHS’s board of directors, helping to
guide us through the many challenges
small charities face and ensuring that
our work for animals is as effective as
possible. But she is also a champion
for animals in her own right, fighting for
their welfare and rights in Canada’s
not-so-animal-friendly legal system.
Rebeka is an animal law litigator
with Vancouver-based Boughton Law
Corporation and the founder of the
Canadian Bar Association’s Animal Law
section. She is among a handful of
lawyers who are pioneering animal law in
Canada and forcing the pace of change
in a field that may have profound impacts
on animal protection in the future.
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hunger. In Canada, 95 per cent of
laying hens are kept in cages that
deny them the opportunity to nest.
Science now supports the common
sense contention that those caged
hens, about 26 million of them, are
suffering. This underpins the message
of VHS’s ChickenOUT! project, which
is working to end the use of battery
cages for laying hens.
Other studies suggest that
chickens possess “primitive selfconsciousness.” Research has also
found evidence that chickens have
“one of the essential underpinning
attributes of ‘empathy’; the ability
to be affected by, and share, the
emotional state of another.”
Even the social behaviours of chickens
(in natural settings) indicate they are
perhaps not so different from “higher
animals” as previously thought. One
Australian study found that roosters
who lost out to dominant males when
it came to attracting hens found

In recent years, Rebeka has taken on
cases to save dogs facing euthanization
because they were unfairly deemed
“dangerous”; gone to court to protect
deer from being “culled” by municipal
councils and provided legal opinions to
groups like Shark Truth, which works
for bylaws banning shark fin soup in
restaurants.
Many of her cases provide opportunities
for courts to hear arguments stressing
that animals are inherently valuable and
not just property, as they are currently
defined in Canadian law. Rebeka hopes
this work will one day ensure that
animals are treated as sentient beings in
law and not as “chattels.”
Rebeka’s work has attracted media
attention, including coverage in

alternative routes to romantic success
by “being nice” and finding food for
hens. (Human males who never made
the football team but still wanted to
get dates will be familiar with such
strategies.)
But should chickens’ welfare depend
on how intelligent or more “like us”
they are? Some would argue that the
capacity of an animal to feel pain
should be enough to make inflicting
such pain morally wrong.
Nevertheless, making sciencebased arguments when advocating
compassion for animals does carry
weight with those suspicious of mere
sentimentalism (although one wonders
why the simple concept of mercy
isn’t morally persuasive enough).
Proving animals are more intelligent
and emotionally capable will, in the
long run, make it harder for industries
and authorities to justify making
them suffer or killing them for human
benefit.

Vancouver Magazine, BarTalk (the
magazine of the Canadian Bar
Association), the UBC Law Alumni
Magazine and several newspapers.
She has been described as “an
iconoclast ahead of her time.” It’s true –
and
the animals can’t wait
until Canadian law
catches up.

Telus using fewer live animals in ads

Giraffe deaths at zoo

Telus has used the Greater
Vancouver Zoo’s hippo, Hazina, in
previous ads

Giraffes should live free, not behind
fences

Telecommunications company Telus has announced that it will
use computer generated imagery (CGI) instead of live animals
in its upcoming advertising campaign.
The campaign will feature a giant panda and a sea otter, with
both created entirely through CGI, the application of computer
graphics software to produce images for film, television, print
and other media.
However, Telus has not ruled out the use of live exotic animals
in future ad campaigns.
In a written response to Telus, VHS gave a qualified welcome
to the move: “We hope that Telus will eventually make the
decision to completely eliminate the use of live animals in its
campaign, but we appreciate that you have made a major step
in the right direction.”
VHS, which has complained in the past to Telus about its use
of exotic animals, explained to the company that: “One of our
key concerns about the use of exotic animals in advertising,
film and television work is that the agencies that provide them
perpetuate the breeding, trade and captivity of such animals.
We also are concerned about the conditions animals are kept
in by such agencies. Even the best and most well intentioned
facilities cannot replicate the
natural environments that
exotic species have
evolved to thrive
in. Consequently,
the animals
are denied
the ability
to engage
in natural
behaviours.
That is why
we oppose
keeping
animals in
captivity
unless there
is a genuine
conservation
purpose.”

VHS again put the spotlight on the Greater Vancouver Zoo following
the death of a giraffe there in November. It was the third premature
death of a giraffe in a year at the facility.
Necropsies on the two other giraffes had been inconclusive, so VHS
called for answers on why giraffes were mysteriously dying at the
zoo. A full necropsy
done on the third
giraffe eventually
determined that the
cause of death was
a degenerative brain
disease.
VHS has monitored
the zoo for a number
of years and believes
it should be open to
public scrutiny and
held to account for
the welfare of the
animals it keeps in
captivity.

VHS is on Social Media
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter
and Facebook!
If you’re on Facebook please “like” our a page at:
www.facebook.com/VancouverHumaneSociety
You can also follow us on Twitter at:
www.twitter.com/VanHumane
Helping us use social media to spread the word about animal issues
and our work can make a big difference in public awareness and,
ultimately, animal welfare.
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M c Vitie Fund saves lives
HAPPY ENDINGS FOR COMPANION ANIMALS WHO NEED OUR HELP!

Sandy

Shiver

Sandy is a ginger male cat (everyone who knows cats knows
that ginger cats are especially adorable!) who was suffering
from an abscessed tooth. His guardian, a pensioner on a
limited income, needed help with the cost of treatment so
VHS contributed funds to ensure Sandy would be okay. Sandy
has been a lucky cat. When he was a hungry, stray kitten he
was brought to his guardian’s home by Bismarck, the alreadyresident feline, who literally dragged him in. The two remained
great buddies until, sadly, Bismarck died a few years ago.
Pictured are Sandy and Bismarck on a walk.

Shiver, an 11-year-old Himalayan cross, had a seemingly
insignificant cut become abscessed and she badly needed
to be seen by a veterinarian. Her guardian, a single parent
surviving on a small disability pension, had no funds to help
her, and she, along with her 12-year-old daughter, was frantic.
In her own words: “The Vancouver Humane Society stepped up
and helped shoulder the greatest part of the vet bill. Without
their help I can honestly say that Shiver would have died.
Thank you one and all for saving my family.”

Deuce
Deuce, a handsome black cat, has
used at least a couple of his nine lives!
His guardian, a single mom on income
assistance, saw Deuce up in a tree,
having been chased there by raccoons.
After 16 terrifying hours and a call
to the fire department, the Guildford
Firefighters rescued him. His rescuer
could not afford to have him neutered
and so called VHS. We were happy to
help this affectionate, drooling and ohso-sweet little guy stay in a loving home.
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Mia
Jackie Boy
Jackie Boy is an energetic little guy
who was getting out of hand and
needed to be neutered, but his family
was barely scraping by and couldn’t
afford the surgery. VHS stepped in so
that a three-year-old little girl could
keep her ‘brother.’ Jackie Boy is now
calm and well-behaved!

Mia was in an untenable situation. She
had just given birth to six kittens, and had
stopped feeding them. Her guardians had
not noticed, and two of the kittens had
died. By word of mouth, a VHS director
heard of the story. She went to the house,
offered to take the kittens to the vet, and
was told that she could keep them. Sadly,
two more of the kittens died in spite of
medical care. The remaining two and the
mother were adopted out to forever homes.
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It’s worth investing in Canada’s healthy ‘pulses’
WE’RE NUMBER ONE!
By Peter Fricker
This article was printed in the
Vancouver Sun on January 29, 2013
It’s a fact few Canadians are aware
of, yet it should stir the hearts of
patriotic vegetarians and vegans
throughout the land: When it comes
to lentils, we’re No. 1.
We’re also tops in dried peas. And
we’re right up there with the big boys
when it comes to producing beans
and chickpeas, too.
Collectively known as pulses, these
crops have been a big agricultural
success story for Canada in recent
years. Our production of pulses
has increased from about a million
tonnes in the early 1990s to 5.7
million tonnes in 2010, a more than
a fivefold increase that is meeting a
growing global demand for protein.
India is our biggest market. Yes, the
land of dal depends on Canada for
lentils.
These fun facts come from the
website of Pulse Canada, a national
association of pulse growers,
processors and traders. It’s full of
information designed to convince
Canadians and consumers everywhere
of the benefits of eating pulses.
What’s striking about the association’s
chief selling points for pulses is how
they inversely reflect, almost exactly,
the downsides of a much bigger
Canadian agricultural product: meat.
Using the slogan “healthy people,
healthy planet,” Pulse Canada’s
marketing tells consumers:
“As a food ingredient, pulses have
been shown to help prevent and
combat chronic health issues.

Cardiovascular disease, diabetes and
obesity are all issues that are a top
priority for the medical community.
Pulses can play an important role in
fighting these health challenges.”
Pulses just might save the world
too. Turns out they’re one of the
most environmentally friendly crops
it’s possible to grow. According to
Pulse Canada: “Pulses take less
energy to grow than other crops,
producing fewer greenhouse gases.
Pulse crops are also one of the most
environmentally friendly sources of
protein, contributing to sustainable
food production by protecting and
improving soil and water resources.”
By contrast, the meat and livestock
industry has been identified as a
serious environmental threat because
of its substantial contributions to
greenhouse gas emissions, pollution
and unsustainable use of water
and other resources. As the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization puts it: “The livestock
sector emerges as one of the top two
or three most significant contributors
to the most serious environmental
problems, at every scale from local to
global.”
There’s one other claim that pulse
producers could make about their
industry, but don’t: No animals have
to suffer or be slaughtered during
production. No pigs in crates, no
cattle crammed into long-haul trucks,
no shackled chickens getting their
throats slit. Compared to meat, pulses
are ethical ambrosia.
So if pulse production is such a boon
to our health, our environment, our
economy and animal welfare, one
would think government - in the
public interest - would be its biggest
champion. There are some signs it’s
willing to take steps in that direction.

Last November, Agriculture Canada
announced $615,000 in funding
for research into the health and
nutritional benefits of pulses and a
further $195,000 to help increase
exports.
But this doesn’t amount to a hill
of beans compared to the amount
of public support received by the
meat industry. For example, it
recently emerged that XL Foods (the
Alberta meat-packing plant at the
centre of the largest meat recall in
Canadian history) had received $15
million from the federal and Alberta
governments since 2009.
Such support is common, as
documented in a 2010 report by the
George Morris Centre, an agriculture
think-tank. It cites the federal
$50-million Slaughter Improvement
Program (created to strengthen the
competitiveness of the red meat
industry), and the $40-million Alberta
Livestock and Meat Agency (ALMA),
which aims to “position the livestock
and meat industry for success.” The
report highlights ALMA’s $237,666
contribution to a meat processing
plant owned by industry giant Cargill,
while the company reported net
earnings of US$898 million in the
third quarter of 2010.
And let’s not forget the $826,000
that Agriculture Canada handed to an
Ontario meat company to research a
sausage that doesn’t burst open when
cooked.
Some argue that all industries should
stand on their own two feet. But if
we’re going to spend public money
to support food production, why not
keep it to products that are healthy,
good for the planet and animal
friendly? It’s time Canada took pride
in its pulses.

PAGE 5

Harley and Me
HARLEY WAS RECUED
FROM CERTAIN DEATH
By Aaron Kemp
I had stopped by a farm advertising
“Farm Fresh Eggs” one afternoon
after school. As I pulled up to the
property I heard a blood curdling
barrage of squeals. Not knowing
what was going on I naturally asked
one of the workers there. I was told
one of their pigs was purchased by a
family that intended to kill and eat
it and, now that the transaction was
complete, the only way to transport
the pig was to hog-tie it. I had the
farmhand lead me to the pen. As the
pig came into view I saw three people
holding her down while she was
hog-tied. The pig was then loaded
into the back of a large van. I was
speechless as I stood there horrified
at what I was witnessing. An animal,
terrified and cruelly restrained,
loaded up without care or empathy
- all of this unnecessary suffering
just for food! Her three piglets,
clearly affected by their mother’s
screams, were still in the pen when
their mother had just been sold for
slaughter. So….only enough money
for one pig, but I had to save at least
one of her sons because the farmhand
told me they were all being sold for
slaughter.
And so it was that Harley came into
my life. Amazingly, once home in
my warm, carpeted room Harley
made himself quite at home. I was
surprised because he had lived his
life mostly outdoors (as the barn was
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quite broken down) but he
really did seem to enjoy
these simple comforts
of a home. Being a city
dweller in all my life, I had
no idea what to feed a pig,
so I began to feed him lots of
vegetables, soups, rice, leafy
greens, apples, nuts, raisins,
grapes and other fruit and soon found
out his favourite was tomatoes. In
record time Harley and I became
friends. It was amazing how he could
show affection. I could not believe I
would ever be so attached to a pig,
but I was – instantly! He was so
gentle, with a great personality and
a level of intelligence and awareness
unmatched by any dog or cat I have
ever known.
Over the next two and half weeks,
Harley and I become closer and
closer, comparable to any boy and
his dog! I would pet him constantly.
I made him a bed of soft blankets
and pillows, which he loved. I would
often lie down with him, quietly, and
I will never forget the look in his
eyes because he understood love and
so much more! When I came home
from school he would come running
to greet me, snorting! He liked soft
music, as every time I played it he
would go right to his bed and sleep.
When I was sitting at my computer
he wanted up on my lap and even
wanted up on my bed at night. He
was the most amazing animal I had
ever known and he was a pig! He did
not like to stay outside for long; he
would actually “paw” at the door to
be let in. He was incredibly smart. I
learned so much from Harley and,
because I loved him like a pet, I
became a vegan – because how can

you eat your pet? To this day, I feel
like Harley gave me and my family
more than we gave him.
Unfortunately, I knew I could not
keep Harley because we did not have
a big enough yard at our home and I
also have three boxers. So began the
hunt for a forever home for Harley,
where he could live out his life, which
I believe is the right of any living
thing. The Internet is a wonderful tool
for resources, and my mom helped by
emailing different organizations (one
of which was the Vancouver Humane
Society) and putting the word out
everywhere.
Eventually, a wonderful vegan family
came forward to offer Harley the
home he needed. When they came
to get Harley I was overwhelmed
at how sad I was that he had to
go. But I knew he was going to a
wonderful home. To this day I do
not eat meat, and know I never will
because of Harley. We had a short
journey together, but it was such a
monumental time in my life. Harley
made me a better person in every
way. We should all be so lucky to
spend some time with a pig. It made
me realize that life is just as precious
to a pig, or any animal for that matter,
as it is to a human.

D o n a ti o n s & T H A N K YOU s
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Anonymous, in memory of Kavie Kavanagh;
Marlyn MacDonald, in memory of Marie Simmons;
Anonymous, in memory of Mark Seabrook and Hay;
Wendy Parker, in memory of Amanda Todd;
Susan & Jim Olsen, in memory of Walter Strell;
Sinee Theys, in memory of Bambi;
Judy Werts, in memory of Petunia and Henderson;
Edith Grubisich, in memory of Kiki and Tabi;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Walter;
Leah Skretkowicz, in memory of Bill;
Frances Moorcroft, in memory of Aubrey Beardsley;
Dalton Grady, in memory of Pharoah;
Doreen Stocks, in memory of Princess Carmel;
Pamela Appell, in memory of Louise Young;
Allan & Marylyn Sims, in memory of their two
beloved cats;
Maggie Curran, in memory of Marcel;
Geoff Rempel & Bruce Passmore, in memory of Cleo;
John Sorenson, in memory of Lucky and Shadow;
Gael MacLean, in memory of Linda;
Dr. Margaret Blom, in memory of Spot;
Diane Ferrell, in memory of Ivy Fales, Allen Clarke
and Joanie Hill;
Janet Johnston, in memory of Scamp;
David Mitton, in memory of Helen Mitton;
Colin & Laura Jackson, in memory of all animals
that suffer in silence;
Nomi Lyonns, in memory of Harold;
Debra Probert, in memory of Sasha;
Ian Harrison, in memory of Tina and James Harrison;
Shirley Mason, in memory of Dr. James Harrison;
Brenda Lightfoot, in memory of Dr. James Harrison;
Dino and Trish Baseggio, in memory of Dr. James
Harrison;
Peter & Carol Tracey, in memory of Comma;
Miles Linklater, in memory of Austen;
Leanne Mackcrow, in memory of CAT;
Rebeka Breder, in memory of Oded Mizrahi.

DONATIONS IN HONOUR OF A LOVED ONE
Joanna Lehmann, in honour of Pilar Lutzky;
June Humphreys, in honour of Fearn and Noel Edmonds;
John Harrison, in honour of Sydney Ribes;
Marlene Smith, in honour of Vivian McGee;
Sander & Nicole, in honour of Kanan and Liz;
Karen Sheehan, in honour of Jon Elwood;
Nancy Callan, in honour of Randi Ahoff;
Ian Sawyer, in honour of Dorothy Lindsay, Bob
Holbrow & Zak;
Kiran Parghi, in honour of Katie & Tim Miller;

Karen Sheehan, in honour of Jon Ellwood;
Heather Johnston, in honour of Graham, Hilary, Alex
& Skippy.
Thank you to...
United Way donors: many people choose to donate to
charity through their place of employment via United
Way. It’s quick and easy and means a streamlined
process for us! Thank you to all of you who donate – we
always send a personal thanks if you’re identified, and if
not, now is the time to say THANK YOU! for supporting
the work we do for animals.
TELUS and their employees and retirees (especially
Gillian Stewart, Val Pack and Larraine Lamb and
Saundra Keayes) through their Dollars for Doers and
Team TELUS cares programs.
Nutraways Vitamins, Finlandia Pharmacy, Highlands
Veterinary Hospital, UPS Marpole, Karmavore Vegan
Shop and Pet Solutions in Surrey, for carrying our VHS
counter-top donation boxes.
Urban Impact, for their donation of recycling services;
Kama Natural Soap, for their financial support;
Bill Hasell, for his ongoing help with our computer system;
Judy Lerner, for help with our database;
Laura Groos, for help fundraising;
Sue McFarlane, for her graphic art talents.
Vancouver Meatless Meetup Group (www.meetup.com/
MeatlessMeetup/) sponsored a vegan potluck and invited
VHS to attend and raffle off some goodies. Thank you,
VMM and Nancy Callan for your hard work! $278.00 was
raised for the animals. Also, thank you to the following
businesses and individuals who provided raffle prizes:
LUSH Cosmetics
Nice Shoes
Bandidas Restaurant
Moksha East Vancouver (yoga)
Karmavore Vegan Store
3G Restaurant
The Naam
Your Local Food Pedalers
A Dog Walker
Nancy Callan
We acknowledge the financial assistance of the Province
of British Columbia with our Emergency Veterinary
Assistance Project.
A very special thank you to Jamie Lee, who sponsored
our “Please adopt – don’t buy” bus ads in memory of
Punky through Christmas, and to Lamar Companies for
keeping the ad going longer than promised!

PAGE 7

Charlie
looked healthy.
But the
breeder lied!
In fact, Charlie was gravely ill.
He needed help and we were there.
Help us be there in the future
remember VHS in your will
For more information:
call Debra Probert at 604.266.9744
Vancouver Humane Society
303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2
www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
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Monthly donors – VHS’s VIPs

Our monthly donors are our heroes! You know who you are. You faithfully support VHS, VANCOU
month after month. You trust in our work for animals and we depend on you – today, tomorrow and the dayHUMANE
after that.

VANCOUVER
HUMANE SOCIETY
VANCOUVER
HUMANE SOCIETY
VANCOUVER
HUMANE SOCIETY

All of us, staff, directors and volunteers are grateful every single day for every single one of you.You’ll
often hear one of us saying, “What would we do without our monthly donors? They’re amazing!” or “Thank
goodness for our monthly donors – we could never do this project without them!” You really are the
backbone of VHS, and saying thank you seems such an insignificant thing to do for such wonderful support. VANC
HUMANE
Please know you’re appreciated and your support is motivating us to work even harder to help animals!
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#303 - 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2
Phone: 604-266-9744
Fax: 604-266-1311

Board of Directors:
Liberty Mulkani, President
Laura Brown, Secretary
June Humphreys, Director
Chris Hajek, Director
Rebeka Breder, Director
Jodi Kelleher, Treasurer
Frances Kelly, Director
Marjorie Brown, Director
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VANCOUVER
HUMANE SOCIETY
Staff:

Charity No. BN 889713178 RR0001
Web: www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Debra Probert, Executive Director
Peter Fricker, Projects and
Communications Director
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HUMANE
Leanne McConnachie, Director, Farm Animal
Programs
Newsletter: Peter Fricker, Editor
Contributing Writers:
Leanne McConnachie, Debra Probert,
Aaron Kemp
Design: Susan McFarlane
Printing: Vancouver Graphics Group
Printed on recycled paper with
vegetable-based ink.
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