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Vancouver Humane Society

Mission
The Vancouver Humane Society is 

dedicated to exposing animal abuse 
and assisting individuals, businesses 

and governments to end animal 
suffering, cruelty and exploitation.

Vision
The Vancouver Humane Society 
envisions a future in which humanity 
recognizes and respects the inherent 
rights and needs of all animals – a 
society in which all animal cruelty is 
unacceptable and animal protection is 
valued and acted upon by the public 
and its policy makers.
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Director

Vancouver Humane Society – INFRASTRUCTURE

Human resources and infrastructure

In September, VHS appointed Emily Pickett as Program 
Co-ordinator to provide support for program work, 
administration, communications and fundraising. In December, 
Leanne McConnachie, our Director of Farmed Animal Programs 
left VHS. During her six years with VHS, Leanne made a huge 
impact on animal welfare, including helping B.C. become the 
province with the highest percentage of cage-free egg 
production (15%).

VHS made a number of improvements to its website, engaging 
professional help from Harvey McKinnon Associates to ensure 
the site was as user-friendly as possible. Staff received training 
in the content management system for the site and attended a 
workshop in Internet fundraising.

VHS installed a new phone system to improve service to callers 
and increase staff efficiency.

Frances Kelly
Director

Andrew Jackson
Director

Marjorie Brown
Director

Board Development

Aarti Gupta joined the board, serving as Treasurer. The board not 
only charts a course for the organization, but each director 
personally contributes to fundraising, donor relations and outreach 
to the community while providing vital support and 
encouragement to staff and volunteers.
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Vancouver Humane Society – INFRASTRUCTURE

Finances & Fundraising
VHS received a number of grants from foundations and 
charities, including the Vancouver Foundation, Beary Special 
Causes and the Eden Conservation Trust. We also received a 
challenge grant from an anonymous donor and grants from 
Humane Society International (Canada) and the Jamie and 
Punky Fund.

We raised $37,622 when we again took part in the annual 
Scotiabank Charity Challenge run/walk. Hard work by staff and 
directors has complemented generous support from sponsors 
to make this a successful event for VHS. 

Other fundraising initiatives included Give2gether (online 
fundraising), FundScrip (gift card offer) and Giving Tuesday 
(global day of giving).

A fundraising dinner at vegetarian restaurant Po Kong, 
arranged by Vancouver Meatless Meatup, raised $1500 for 
VHS and a fundraiser at Graze Restaurant another $250. 
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Vancouver Humane Society – COMMUNICATIONS

Communications
VHS had nine opinion editorials published in 
various media outlets, along with 82 other 
pieces of media coverage and 14 letters to the 
editor. We produced three newsletters (sent to 
more than 2700 supporters), send out 25 
Action Alert emails and published 25 blog posts 
on our website. We continued to engage 
supporters through Facebook, Twitter and other 
social media.

In December, we ran a compelling transit shelter 
ad campaign on our emergency veterinary 
assistance program. The ads appeared on 10 
transit shelters for five weeks. The advertising 
space, valued at $31,000, was made available 
to VHS for approximately $1000 (the cost of 
printing the ads) through a charity discount 
program offered by the City of Vancouver. 
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Vancouver Humane Society – COMPANION ANIMALS

Emergency Veterinary Assistance Project
During the year, VHS was able to help 194 animals needing 
emergency veterinary care, from broken paws to life-threatening 
infections. VHS also spayed and neutered 67 cats and dogs.

Stories of some of the animals we helped in 2014:

Friday (spring 2014): It was a lucky Friday the 13th for this 
little calico female who was spotted crossing the road in Delta, 
B.C. The daughter of a VHS director had just returned from 
feeding a feral cat colony. She stopped the car and the friendly 
feline (later named Friday) jumped right in! She was starving 
and it was obvious she’d had at least one litter of kittens. She 
was taken home and spayed the next day – nobody responded 
to the lost cat ads and posters that were put up. A generous 
VHS supporter paid for her spay and an ad we ran in the 
Vancouver Sun resulted in her finding a forever home.

Charlie (spring 2014): It’s hard to believe that such a small 
thing could be life-threatening! Charlie had swallowed a rock, 
which needed to be surgically removed right away. His 
guardians didn’t have the money for this expensive surgery, so 
VHS stepped in to help. Although he nearly died, Charlie pulled 
through, and this seven-year-old Golden Retriever is now healed 
and glad to be home.

Minnie (summer 2014): a handsome white boy, was having a 
terrible time. After already having surgery for a broken leg, it 
fractured again, requiring another operation. At the same time, his 
bladder ruptured – the cause was never determined. His 
guardians were down on their luck and couldn’t afford another vet 
bill. Fortunately, VHS and other organizations came together to 
help and four months later, Buddy is doing (in his mom’s words) 
AWESOME!!

Marshall (Fall 2014): This sweet 12-year-old miniature poodle 
had been a constant companion to his guardian, who is on 
disability. He is always ready to comfort her and lift her spirits 
with a good laugh. When Marshall recently fell ill and began 
vomiting and stopped eating, his guardian took him to the vet, 
where he received IV fluids, antibiotics and pain medications. 
After two days with little improvement, Marshall’s guardian 
reached out to VHS for help. Thanks to the support of VHS’s 
generous donors, Marshall was able to continue receiving care and 
after a few more days he was back to his normal happy and 
healthy self! Marshall’s mom was “over the moon,” as she 
described it, to have her best friend back.

Wisky (Fall 2014) is an adored member of her family and 
described as very cuddly and social – she even knows how to 
shake a paw! Unfortunately, Wisky managed to get away from 
her guardians. They called and called, and finally she came 
running out from under a neighbour’s house, clearly injured. 
She was rushed to the vet, where it was determined she had a 
broken toe and tail and required surgery. Her family couldn’t 
afford this unexpected bill and contacted VHS for help. Thanks 
to our wonderful supporters, VHS was able to help Wisky with 
her surgery and get her back home safe and sound.
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Vancouver Humane Society – ANIMALS IN ENTERTAINMENT

Rodeo
Our Luxton Rodeo & Calgary Stampede campaigns attracted 
substantial attention and support. (VHS worked with Victoria 
Citizens Against Rodeo Events (VCARE) to target Luxton.)

VHS had over 30 media mentions/interviews including Sun 
News Network, CFAX Radio Victoria, CTV Victoria, Victoria 

Times Colonist, Global BC, CTV Calgary, CTV News channel, 
Calgary Herald, Huffington Post, CBC TV Calgary, and many 
more. We also had four letters to the editor printed.

At our request, celebrity Pamela Anderson endorsed our Luxton 
Rodeo campaign with a tweet to her 1 million followers. 
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Vancouver Humane Society – ANIMALS IN ENTERTAINMENT

Animals in Entertainment / Captive Animals
Captive cetaceans: The Vancouver Park Board held a public 
hearing in July to address the keeping of cetaceans at the 
Vancouver Aquarium. VHS spoke out in opposition of captive 
cetaceans for entertainment purposes. We concurred with the 
BC SPCA’s proposal to ban the breeding of cetaceans and to 
only house injured or distressed cetaceans at the Aquarium for 
rehabilitation and release.

We also recommended that an oversight committee be 
implemented, and that an independent representative of an 
animal welfare group, such as the BC SPCA, be appointed to 
that committee, (and that the representative’s vote count.) VHS 
President Liberty Mulkani also presented from the point of view 
of a humane educator. VHS was quoted in two articles in the 
Vancouver Sun about the issues.

The Park Board adopted a ban on breeding and our 
recommendation for the oversight committee. However, 
following the civic election in November, a new board was 
elected and did not proceed with the ban or creation of an 
oversight committee.

Greater Vancouver Zoo: In May, the death of a young tiger at 
the Greater Vancouver Zoo once again raised concerns about 
keeping animals in captivity. In interviews with CTV and Global 
Television, VHS expressed its opposition to zoos, unless their 
animals are part of a genuine conservation or rehabilitation 
program.

Exotic zoo proposal: VHS wrote to the City of Surrey about a 
proposal by Cinemazoo, an exotic animal rental agency, to open 
an ‘eco-centre’ that would house captive animals. VHS pointed 
out that Cinemazoo had been previously investigated by the BC 
SPCA for animal cruelty. The City gave assurances that there 
would be a long and inclusive process before any decisions 
were made on the proposal.
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Vancouver Humane Society – FACTORY FARMING

Battery Hens (Chicken OUT!) 
VHS’s ChickenOUT! project, which seeks to end the use of 
cages for egg-laying hens, chalked up a major success when in 
June Overwaitea Food Group (OFG) became the first grocery 
chain in North America to feature ‘Cage Eggs’ signage on all of 
its stores’ shelves. OFG operates 140 stores in B.C. and 
Alberta under the banners Overwaitea Foods, Save-On-Foods, 
Urban Fare, PriceSmart Foods, Coopers Foods and Bulkley 
Valley Wholesale. VHS has worked closely with OFG to 
implement the project.

The labels will also clearly indicate which eggs are free-run, 
free-range and certified organic, and how the label relates to 
the hens’ housing and welfare. The first pilot of the labels 
began in 2011, and VHS has been working with OFG ever 
since to improve the wording and format of the labels.

Early in the year, VHS was also encouraged that the BC Egg 
Marketing Board had finally instituted a policy banning the 
construction of any new battery cage barns, and a ban on 
renovating or retrofitting any existing battery cage barns. The 
policy permitted existing battery cage barns and allowed new 
and existing barns to replace battery cages with ‘enriched’ 
cages. However, in September, the Board withdrew this policy. 
Its new position now implies there is no longer a ban on battery 
cages but producers are not being encouraged to adopt 
enriched cages. We will continue to push for a switch to 
cage-free production.
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Vancouver Humane Society – FACTORY FARMING

Other factory farming issues
VHS was widely quoted in media when it responded to shocking 
revelations of animal cruelty at a dairy farm in Chilliwack, B.C., 
following an undercover investigation by Mercy for Animals 
Canada. VHS was interviewed for and quoted in 17 Canadian 
newspapers, two radio talk shows (aired in Victoria), and 
appeared on BC CTV regional and CTV national news broadcasts 
across the country over several evenings.

VHS made several presentations during the year concerning 
battery cages and gestation crates to students at UBC, 
particularly those at the law school. As well, we managed an 
information table at Argyle Secondary School’s Social Justice 
Fair. Three elementary schools also attended the fair, allowing 
for discussion about factory farming with students aged 6-18.

In addition, we assisted University of B.C. students with a term 
project on sourcing sustainable and humane food products and 
arranged for them to tour an organic egg farm. The students 
submitted their recommendations to UBC’s food purchasing 
manager for consideration.
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Financial Statements
December 31, 2014 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society



Notice to Reader
On the basis of information provided by management, we 
have compiled the statement of financial position of 
Vancouver Humane Society as at December 31, 2014 and the 
statement of changes in fund balances and operations for the 
year then ended.

We have not performed an audit or a review engagement in 
respect of these financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no assurance thereon.

Readers are cautioned that these statements may not be 
appropriate for their purposes.

Chartered Accountants

Burnaby, British Columbia 
February 17, 2015
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Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2014 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2014 2013

ASSETS

CURRENT

Cash $ 167,597 $ – $ 20,000 $ 187,597 $ 99,770

Investments 191,261 – – 191,261 188,554

Recoverable from government authorities – GST/HST 1,485 – – 1,485 1,820

Prepaid expenses 3,653 – – 3,653 2,074

363,996 – 20,000 383,996 292,218
CAPITAL ASSETS 
(net of accumulated amortization) – 12,483 – 12,483 11,852

$ 363,996 $ 12,483 $ 20,000 $ 396,479 $ 304,070

LIABILITIES AND 
FUND BALANCES

CURRENT

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 15,613 $ – $ – $ 15,613 $ 21,608

Payable to government authorities – payroll deductions 4,694 – – 4,694 2,858

20,307 – – 20,307 24,466

FUND BALANCES – page 13

Unrestricted 343,689 – – 343,689 259,025

Internally Restricted – 12,483 – 12,483 11,852

Externally Restricted – – 20,000 20,000 8,727

343,689 12,483 20,000 376,172 279,604

$ 363,996 $ 12,483 $ 20,000 $ 396,479 $ 304,070

APPROVED BY THE DIRECTORS:

__________________________________Director ____________________________________Director

2014 Annual Report page 12

Vancouver Humane Society



2014 Annual Report page 13

Statement of Changes in Fund Balances
Year ended December 31, 2014 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2014 2013

Fund Balances – Beginning of year $ 259,025 $ 11,852 $ 8,727 $ 279,604 $ 328,836

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over 
    expenses for the year – page 15 89,811 (4,516) 11,273 96,568 (49,232)

Inter-fund transfer 
    for capital asset purchases (5,157) 5,147 – – –

Fund Balances – End of year – page 12 $ 343,689 $ 12,483 $ 20,000 $ 376,172 $ 279,604
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Statement of Operations
Year ended December 31, 2014 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society

General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2014 2013

REVENUE

Receipted contributions $ 323,956 $ – $ – $ 323,956 $ 168,624

Un-receipted contributions 34,688 – 36,605 71,293 93,905

Interest and other revenue 9,231 – – 9,231 6,660

Gain (loss) on sale of investments 29 – – 29 (147)

Unrealized gain on investments – – – – 942

367,904 – 36,605 404,509 269,984

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits 135,630 – – 135,630 130,866

Veterinary medical costs 5,506 – 21,374 26,880 47,247

Rent, repairs and maintenance 18,228 – – 18,228 15,645

Newsletters and direct mail 17,826 – – 17,826 19,125

Animal welfare general 13,631 – – 13,631 17,975

Outreach and resource materials 9,065 – – 9,065 5,641

Office and miscellaneous 4,567 – – 4,567 8,234

Amortization – 3,613 – 3,613 2,879

Website 1,059 – 682 1,741 3,878

Insurance 937 – – 937 876

Meetings, events and conferences 787 – – 787 255

Supplies – – – – 215

207,236 3,613 22,056 232,905 252,836

FUNDRAISING EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits 16,044 – – 16,044 12,258

Newsletters and direct mail 5,909 – – 5,909 5,614

Fundraising expenses 2,931 – 3,261 6,192 4,089

Office and miscellaneous 2,017 – – 2,017 1,558

Rent, repairs and maintenance 1,139 – – 1,139 978

Website 113 – – 113 107

$ 28,153 $ – $ 3,261 $ 31,414 $ 24,604



General
Fund

Capital
Assets Fund

Restricted
Fund 2014 2013

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits $ 18,247 $ – $ – $ 18,247 $ 15,322

Legal and accounting 14,330 – – 14,330 15,852

Office and miscellaneous 4,267 – 15 4,282 4,964

Rent, repairs and maintenance 3,418 – – 3,418 2,933

Insurance 1,245 – – 1,245 1,332

Meetings, events and conferences 1,169 – – 1,169 428

Amortization – 903 – 903 840

Website 28 – – 28 105

42,704 903 15 43,622 41,776

TOTAL EXPENSES 278,093 4,516 25,332 307,941 319,216

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE 
OVER EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 
– page 13 $ 89,811 $ (4,516) $ 11,273 $ 96,568 $ (49,232)
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Statement of Operations – continued

Year ended December 31, 2014 (Unaudited – See Notice To Reader, page 11)

Vancouver Humane Society

Rebeka Breder, Director Chris Hajek, Director



Vancouver Humane Society
303 – 8623 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5A2

Phone: 604-266-9744
Fax:  604-266-1311
Email: info@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca
Web: www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca

Staff
Debra Probert, Executive Director
Leanne McConnachie, Director of Farmed Animal Programs
Peter Fricker, Communications and Projects Director 
Emily Pickett, Program Coordinator
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